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Summary

Tattoo artists create indelible marks and designs
on the body and face by introducing pigments under
the skin with electric needles. Electrologists remove
unwanted hair by destroying the hair follicle with an
electric current. Sanitarians inspect, sample, and test
public swimming pools, food markets, restaurants,
water systems, and other environmental areas that
might harm the public.

In Hawaii, it is against the law to practice these
occupations without a license from the Department
of Health. The department now licenses 69 tattoo
artists and 181 sanitarians. It will begin licensing
electrologists after mew rules are formally adopted.

An advisory commiftee administers the program for
sanitarians.

As required by the Sunset Law, the auditor
reviewed the need to regulate these practices.
Tattooing and clectrology are found to pose significant
danger to the public from infection, disease, and
disfigurement. Facjal tattooing has seriously harmed
people because tattoo artists lack the skills, knowledge,
and training to do this safely. However, the licensing
of sanitarians serves little purpose, and there is no
evidence that the public will be harmed by unlicensed
sanitarians. Many unlicensed sanitarians now work
for government agencies, including the Department
of Health.

FINDINGS

The practices of tattooing and
elsctrology pose potential harm to
the public, particularly from the use
of unsterilized or contaminated
needies.  Facial tattoolng should
be limited to licensed physicians
because of its obvious dangers and
the high probability of violating the
laws on controlled substances and
the practice of medgicine.

The statutes regulating tattoo
artists and electrologists are
outdated and should be replaced
with new laws.

The department’s regulatory
program is weak. Among other
problems, the sanitation branch staff
facks the expertise to develop rules;
the exam for tattoo artists is not
adsquate; and the complaints
system Is confusing  and
unresponsive.

There is no evidence that the public
would be endangered if sanitarians
were not licensed.

RESPONSE

The Department of Health agrees
that requlation of sanitarians should
be terminated and that regulation of
tattoo artists and electrologists
should continue under new Statutes.
However, it believes that licensing
of the two occupations should be
handled by the Department of
Commerce and Consumer Affairs.






