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THE OFFICE
OF THE LEGISLATIVE AUDITOR

The office of the legislative auditor is a public
agency attached to the Hawaii State legislature. It
is established by Article VI, Section 7, of the
Constitution of the State of Hawaii. The expenses of
the office are financed through appropriations made
by the legislature.

The primary function of this office is to strengthen the
legislature’s capabilities in making ratipnal decisions
with respect to authorizing public programs, setting
program levels, and establishing fiscal policies

and in conducting an effective review and appraisal
of the performance of public agencies.

The office of the legislative auditor endeavors to
fulfill this responsibility by carrying on the

following activities,

1. Conducting examinations and tests of state
agencies’ planning, programming, and budgeting
processes to determine the quality of these
processes and thus the pertinence of the actions
requested of the legislature by these agencies.

2. Conducting examinations and tests of state
agencies’ implementation processes to determine
whether the laws, policies, and programs of the
State are being carried out in an effective,
efficient and economical manner.

3. Conducting systematic and periodic examinations
of all financial statements prepared by and for
all state and county agencies to attest to their
substantial accuracy and reliability.

4, Conducting tests of all internal control systems
of state and local agencies to ensure that such
systems are properly designed to safeguard the
agencies’ assets against loss from waste, fraud, -
error, etc.; to ensure the legality, accuracy and
reliability of the agencies” financial transaction
records and statements; to promote efficient
operations; and to encourage adherence to
prescribed management policies. '

5. Conducting special studies and investigations as
may be directed by the legislature.

Hawaii's laws provide the legislative auditor with
broad powers to examine and inspect all books,
records, statements, documents and all financial affairs
of every state and local agency. However, the office
exercises no control functions and is restricted to
reviewing, evaluating, and reporting its findings and
recommendations to the legislature and the governor.
The independent, objective, and impartial manner

in which the legislative auditor is required to conduct
his examinations provides the basis for placing
reliance on his findings and recommendations.
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