HSDC 2013-2

Urban and Rural Areas in the State of Hawaii, by County: 2010

September 2013

Hawaii State Data Center
Research and Economic Analysis Division
Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism
State of Hawaii



URBAN AND RURAL AREAS IN THE STATE OF HAWAII,
BY COUNTY: 2010

Do you live in an urban or a rural area? It is probably urban if you reside in the State of Hawaii
where 9 out of every 10 people are part of the urban population. This fact and more are found in the
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2010 Census urban and rural area data. Information in this report is based on the
new urban definitions and areas released by the Bureau in March 2012.

STATE FACTS

The U.S. Census Bureau defines urban areas as “densely developed residential, commercial, and
other non-residential areas” 1. Approximately 393 square miles comprising 6.1% of Hawaii’s total land
area are classified as this type of land area. About 1.25 million people representing 91.9% of the state’s
population reside in these area. Within these urban areas, an average of 3,181 people live in every
square mile. Comparatively, 80.7% of the nation’s population are located in urban areas. Hawaii ranked
6™ among all states and the District of Columbia in percent of population living in urban areas.

Rural areas, by the U.S. Census Bureau’s definition, are areas not included within an urban area.
Rural areas cover approximately 6,000 square miles and make up 93.9% of Hawaii’s total land area.
There are about 110,000 people representing 8.1% of the state’s population residing in rural areas.
Within these rural areas, an average of 18 people live in every square mile. In contrast, 19.3% of the
nation’s population live in rural areas.

COUNTY FACTS

Honolulu County has the highest density in urban areas among all Hawaii counties with 4,300
persons per square mile while Hawaii County had the lowest average number of people per square mile
with 1,300 people.

For rural areas, Honolulu County again came on top with an average of 22 people per square
mile. Kauai County emerged as the county with the lowest average with 15 people per square mile.

1 U.S. Census Bureau, Urban and Rural Classification. For the 2010 Census, an urban area will comprise a densely settled core of census tracts
and/or census blocks that meet minimum population density requirements, along with adjacent territory containing non-residential urban land
uses as well as territory with low population density included to link outlying densely settled territory with the densely settled core. To qualify
as an urban area, the territory identified according to criteria must encompass at least 2,500 people, at least 1,500 of which reside outside
institutional group quarters.



Honolulu County

219 square miles of urban land where 945,000 people reside
An average of 4,300 people live in every square mile

382 square miles of rural land where 8,200 people reside
An average of 22 people live in every square mile

Hawaii County

87 square miles of urban land where 114,800 people reside
An average of 1,300 people live in every square mile

3,942 square miles of rural land where 70,300 people reside
An average of 18 people live in every square mile

Kauai County

36 square miles of urban land where 58,500 people reside
An average of 1,600 people live in every square mile

584 square miles of rural land where 8,600 people reside
An average of 15 people live in every square mile

Maui County (includes Kalawao County)

52 square miles of urban land where 132,300 people reside
An average of 2,500 people live in every square mile

1,122 square miles of rural land where 22,600 people reside
An average of 20 people live in every square mile



Table 1-- URBAN AND RURAL LAND AREAS FOR THE

STATE OF HAWAII, BY COUNTY: 2010

State Honolulu Hawaii Kauai Maui
Geography and subject total County County County County
Total land area
Square kilometers 16,634.5 1,555.9 10,433.6 1,605.7 3,039.4
Square miles 6,422.6 600.7 4,028.4 620.0 1,173.5
Urban
Square kilometers 1,018.2 566.1 224.7 92.7 134.7
Square miles 393.1 218.6 86.7 35.8 52.0
Percent” 6.1 36.4 2.2 5.8 4.5
Urbanized area
Square kilometers 585.0 541.8 - - 43.2
Square miles 225.9 209.2 - - 16.7
Percent” 3.5 34.8 0.0 0.0 1.4
Urban cluster
Square kilometers 433.2 24.3 224.7 92.7 91.5
Square miles 167.3 9.4 86.7 35.8 35.3
Percent” 2.6 1.6 2.2 5.8 3.0
Rural
Square kilometers 15,616.3 989.8 10,208.9 1,513.0 2,904.7
Square miles 6,029.5 382.2 3,941.7 584.2 1,121.5
Percent 93.9 63.6 97.9 94.2 95.6

Y percent of the state or each county's total land area.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Urban and Rural Classification and Urban Area Criteria.

TABLE 2-- URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENT POPULATIONS

FOR THE STATE OF HAWAII, BY COUNTY: 2010

State Honolulu Hawaii Kauai Maui
Geography and subject total County County County County
Total resident population 1,360,301 953,207 185,079 67,091 154,924
Density/sqg. mi. 211.8 1,586.7 459 108.2 132.0
Urban 1,250,489 944,982 114,766 58,463 132,278
Percent 91.9 99.1 62.0 87.1 85.4
Density/sq. mi. 3,180.8 4,323.3 1,323.1 1,633.1 2,543.0
Urbanized area 972,075 916,141 - - 55,934
Percent” 71.5 96.1 0.0 0.0 36.1
Density/sqg. mi. 4,303.4 4,379.1 (X) (X) 3,353.9
Urban cluster 278,414 28,841 114,766 58,463 76,344
Percent 20.5 3.0 62.0 87.1 49.3
Density/sq. mi. 1,664.7 3,076.7 1,323.1 1,633.1 2,160.3
Rural 109,812 8,225 70,313 8,628 22,646
Percent® 8.1 0.9 38.0 12.9 14.6
Density/sq. mi. 18.2 21.5 17.8 14.8 20.2

X Notapplicable.

Y percent of the state or each county's total land area.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Urban and Rural Classification and Urban Area Criteria.




Urban Area Land and Population, by County: 2010
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URBANIZED AREAS AND URBAN CLUSTERS

There are two types of urban areas, according to the U.S. Census Bureau'’s classification system.

“Urbanized areas” are urban areas with 50,000 or more people.

Hawaii has 3 urbanized areas. Honolulu County has 2 of them and the remaining urbanized area
is in Maui County. About 226 square miles comprising 3.5% of Hawaii’s total land area are classified as
this type of land area. Approximately 972,100 people representing 71.5% of the state’s population live
in places known as urbanized areas.



“Urban clusters” are urban areas with at least 2,500 and less than 50,000 people.

There are a total of 20 urban clusters in the State of Hawaii. Hawaii County has the largest
number of urban clusters with 8, followed by 6 in Kauai County, 4 in Maui County and, lastly, 2 in the
Honolulu County. About 167 square miles comprising 2.6% of Hawaii’s total land area are classified as
this type of land area. There are over 278,400 people representing 20.5% of the state’s population who
live in areas known as urban clusters.

Table 3-- Urbanized Areas in the State of Hawaii, by County: 2010

Land Land
Housing area area| Population
Area Population unit| (sqkm.) (sqmi.)| density b
Honolulu County
Kailua (Honolulu County)--
Kaneohe 113,682| 36,414 101.1 39.0 2,912.3
Urban Honolulu 802,459| 288,351 440.7 170.2 4,715.6
Honolulu County subtotal 916,141 324,765 541.8 209.2 4,379.1
Maui County
Kahului 55,934| 18,458 43.2 16.7 3,353.9
Maui County subtotal 55,934 18458 43.2 16.7 3,353.9
Urbanized area total 972,075 343,223 585.0 225.9 4,303.4

Y Population densityis population perland area square miles.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Urban and Rural Classification and Urban
Area Criteria.



Table 4-- Urban Clusters in the State of Hawaii, by County: 2010

Land| Popula-
Housing| Land area area tion
Area Population units| (sqkm.) (sq mi.)| density y
Honolulu County
Haleiwa--Waialua--

Pupukea 13,770 5,308 14.6 5.6] 2,446.9

Laie--Hauula 15,071 3,861 9.7 3.8 4,022.8
Honolulu County subtotal 28,841 9,169 24.3 9.4 3,076.7
Hawaii County

Captain Cook 4,175 1,640 10.8 4.2 998.6
Hawaiian Paradise Park 20,503 8,062 83.6 32.3 635.1
Hilo 43,925 17,091 63.5 24,5 1,791.0
Honokaa 2,667 972 4.1 1.6| 1,698.7
Kailua (Hawaii County)--

Holualoa 28,850 14,269 37.1 14.3] 2,012.5
Kapaau 3,597 1,263 10.5 4.1 887.9
Waikoloa Village 4,089 1,838 2.8 1.1] 3,799.0
Waimea 6,960 2,545 12.2 4.7 1,475.3

Hawaii County subtotal 114,766 47,680 224.7 86.8 1,323.1

Kauai County
Kalaheo 14,840 5,865 20.5 7.9 1,872.1
Kapaa 19,063 8,104 35.5 13.7] 1,389.2
Kekaha 5,313 1,994 4.7 1.8 2,935.0
Kilauea 2,611 959 6.4 2.5 1,063.2
Lihue 13,983 5,008 19.2 7.4 1,888.5
Princeville 2,653 2,637 6.4 2.5 1,070.1
Kauai County subtotal 58,463 24,567 92.7 35.8 1,633.1

Maui County
Kihei 25,819 17,072 17.3 6.7 3,857.1
Lahaina 21,331 11,533 16.9 6.5 3,259.6
Lanai City 3,066 1,399 2.8 1.1 2,857.9

Pukalani--Makawao--

Haiku-Pauwela 26,128 10,389 54.5 21.0 1,242.5
Maui County subtotal 76,344 40,393 91.5 35.3 2,160.3
Urban cluster total 278,414 121,809 433.2 167.3 1,664.7

v Population densityis population perland area square miles.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census Urban and Rural Classification and Urban Area Criteria.



URBAN AND RURAL MAPS

Reference maps of Hawaii’s urbanized areas, urban clusters and rural areas are displayed at the
end of this report. These maps are also found on DBEDT’s Internet site at:

http://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/gis/maps/2010_uac.pdf

One of the first questions that people working on federal rural grants must answer is whether
the area they are interested in is located in a rural area. A tool to assist grant writers, planners and
others with this query is available on the DBEDT Internet site. You will find your answer by typing in an
area address or zip code into DBEDT’s interactive urban/rural map found on the website

http://histategis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/OnePane/basicviewer/index.html?appid=5baf4f5e08d942009656e168bf2548d9

These reference and interactive maps are a joint project of DBEDT’s Research and Economic
Analysis Division and the Office of Planning Hawaii State GIS Program.

MORE CENSUS URBAN AND RURAL DATA

The U.S. Census Bureau has provided critical data to the public relating to urban and rural areas
from the 2010 Census data. This will hopefully be useful in making decisions about Hawaii’s land and
people.

Please keep in mind that these classifications and data are based on the U.S. Census Bureau’s
definitions and may differ from those presented by other data sources.

Beginning in September 2013, more census data regarding urban and rural areas has become
available through the Bureau’s 2012 American Community Survey data series.
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