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History

• Decennial Census: Short Form• Decennial Census: Short Form 
& Long Form1940‐20001940‐2000

• American Community Survey 
Replaces Decennial Long Form20052005 p g

• Decennial Census: Short Form 20102010 Only20102010



What is the American Community Survey?What is the American Community Survey?

A large, continuous survey that:
is sent to 3 million resident addresses per year

produces characteristics of population and housingg

produces estimates for small areas and small 
population groupsp p g p

Produces characteristics, not a population count

K f h d i lKey component of the decennial census program
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Period EstimatesPeriod Estimates
Describe the average characteristics over a specific period of timeDescribe the average characteristics over a specific period of time

Contrast with point-in-time estimates                                               
-- Do not describe the characteristics on a specific dateDo not describe the characteristics on a specific date

Period is 1 year, 3 years, or 5 years for ACS

1 Year Estimates                                                                  
Geographic areas with 65,000 or more population

3 Year Estimates                                                                 
Geographic areas with more than 20,000 population

5 Y E ti t5 Year Estimates                                                                                
All geographic areas down to the census tract & block group level
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American Community Survey GeographyAmerican Community Survey Geography

The 2010 ACS data release marks the first time ACS will 
use 2010 tabulation geography for most statistical areas, 
the same definitions as the 2010 Census. 

Geographic areas whose definitions were updated for the 
2010 Census include Census Designated Places (CDPs), 
census tracts, and block groups. 

2010 ACS estimates for PUMAs and urban areas continue 
to use Census 2000 definitions. 
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Diff B tDifferences Between 
Decennial Census and ACS

CensusCensus ACSACS

Every 10 Years Yearly

l ( illi
100 Percent Data

Official Count

Sample Data (3 million 
year/250K monthly)

Estimates Official Count (trends/comparisons)



ACS D tACS Data

• Demographic Characteristicsg p
• Housing Characteristics
• Social Characteristics• Social Characteristics
• Economic Characteristics



Demographics Characteristics
• Ageg
• Sex 
• Race• Race 
• Hispanic Origin



T (R t/O )

Housing Characteristics

• Tenure (Rent/Own)
• Occupancy Structure

H i V l• Housing Value
• Taxes & Insurance
• Utilities
• Mortgage/Monthly Rent



Education

Social Characteristics

Pl f Bi thEducation
Marital Status
Fertility

Place of Birth
Citizenship
Year of EntryFertility

Grandparent 
Caregivers

Year of Entry
Language Spoken 
at Homeg

Veterans
Disability Status 

at Home
Ancestry/Tribal 
Affiliation 



Economic Characteristics

• Income
• Benefits
• Employment Status
• Occupation• Occupation
• Industry
• Commuting to Work 



Recent Content ChangesRecent Content Changes
New Content

20082008
1. Health Insurance Coverage
2. Veteran’s Service-connected Disability
3. Marital History

20092009
1. Field of Undergraduate Degree

Wording and format changes in 2008 to 
match Census 2010 questions
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Differences Between 
Decennial Census and ACS

• Census – Point in Time Data (April 1st.)
• ACS – Period Estimates (Jan 1st. – Dec. 31st.)ACS Period Estimates (Jan 1 . Dec. 31st.)

1 Year1 Year
3 Year
5 Year5 Year



ACS Period Estimates

1 Y1 Y

ACS Period Estimates

• Geographies of 65,000 or 
more

1‐Year 
Estimates
1‐Year 

Estimates

• Geographies of 20,000 or 
more

3‐Year 
Estimates
3‐Year 

Estimates moreEstimatesEstimates

5‐Year5‐Year
• All geographies

5 Year 
Estimates
5 Year 

Estimates



ACS Data Release ScheduleACS Data Release Schedule

Data Product Population Size Data released in: Data Product Population Size Data released in: 
of Area 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

1-Year Estimates 65,000+ 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
for Data Collected in:

of Area 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

1-Year Estimates 65,000+ 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
for Data Collected in:

3-Year Estimates 20,000+ 2005-20072006-2008 2007-2009 2008-20102009-2011
for Data Collected in:

3-Year Estimates 20,000+ 2005-20072006-2008 2007-2009 2008-20102009-2011
for Data Collected in:

5-Year Estimates All Areas* 2005-2009 2006-20102007-2011
for Data Collected in:

5-Year Estimates All Areas* 2005-2009 2006-20102007-2011
for Data Collected in:

* Five-year estimates will be available for areas as small as census tracts and block groups.
Source: US Census Bureau
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American Community Survey Data ProductsAmerican Community Survey Data Products

Profiles
Data ProfilesData ProfilesData ProfilesData Profiles
Comparison ProfilesComparison Profiles
Selected Population ProfilesSelected Population ProfilesSelected Population ProfilesSelected Population Profiles

Tables
Detailed TablesDetailed Tables
Subject TablesSubject Tables
Ranking TablesRanking Tables
Geographic Comparison TablesGeographic Comparison Tables
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Understanding EstimatesUnderstanding EstimatesUnderstanding Estimates Understanding Estimates 
and Margin of Errorand Margin of Error
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EstimatesEstimates

ACS data are estimates

ACS data are not counts of the population or 
housinghousing

Population counts are produced from the 
d i ldecennial census 
- Counts are updated throughout the decade 

th h th P l ti E ti t Pthrough the Population Estimates Program
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Margin of Error (MOE)Margin of Error (MOE)

Margin of Error Definition:
A measure of the precision of an estimate at aA measure of the precision of an estimate at a
given level of confidence (90%, 95%, 99%)
‐‐MOEs at the 90% confidence level for all
published ACS estimates

C fid I t l D fi itiConfidence Interval Definition:
A range that is expected to contain the population
value of the characteristic with a known probabilityp y
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Margin of ErrorMargin of Error



Inflation AdjustmentInflation Adjustment

Dollar‐valued data items are inflation adjusted
to the most recent year for the periodto the most recent year for the period

Income, rent, home value, and energy costs, etc. 

Adjusted using inflation factors based on the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)

Adjustment designed to put the data into
dollars with equal purchasing powerdollars with equal purchasing power
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Using multiyear Estimates Using multiyear Estimates 
to Make Comparisons? to Make Comparisons? 

C i A G hiC i A G hiComparing Across GeographiesComparing Across Geographies

Compare the same type of estimateCo pa e t e sa e type o est ate
1-year estimates to other 1-year estimates
3-year estimates to other 3-year estimates3 year estimates to other 3 year estimates
5-year estimates to other 5-year estimates

Same time period
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Overlapping PeriodsOverlapping Periods
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www.census.gov



Go to Data and select American Factfinder



Steps 1 – 3 To Search for Tables or Other Files
or Go to Main



Access DataAccess Data

• Use Address Search to identify a census 
tract numbertract number

• Use geographic filters to select all census 
t t ithi H l l C ttracts within Honolulu County

• Select a table



Address Search



Enter  Address and Click GO



Obtain Geographic Information for Address
Census Tract 40



Selecting All Census Tracts in Honolulu CountySelecting All Census Tracts in Honolulu County
Begin Your Search by clicking on the Geographies TabBegin Your Search by clicking on the Geographies Tab



Geographic TypeGeographic Type
Click Census TractClick Census Tract



Open Within StateOpen Within State



Select HawaiiSelect Hawaii



Click on link All Census Tracts within Honolulu County, HawaiiClick on link All Census Tracts within Honolulu County, Hawaii
or check box and click ADDor check box and click ADD



Note:  All Census Tracts within Honolulu County have been added to Your Selections.
Close Select Geographies Screen



Select Topics and Open People



Select Topic
Income and Earnings



Select Topic
Income and Earnings (Households)



Note:  Income/Earnings (Households) has been added to Your Selections.
Close Select Topics



Select a Table
Click on Link or check and click Add



Select a Table
Click on Link or check and click Add



Access Data
• Use geographic filters to select different 

geographic levels: U.S., state of Hawaii, 
Honolulu County, Urban Honolulu CDP, a 
census tract (census tract 40) within Urban 
Honolulu CDP

• Select a table from the 5-year ACS 2006-
2010 and compare data for the selected p
geographic areas



Comparing a Census Tract 40, Urban Honolulu CDP, Honolulu County, Hawaii, U.S. Begin
Your Search by clicking on the Geographies Tab



Check the boxes for United States and Hawaii, Click Add



Note:  United States and Hawaii have been added to Your Selections.
Type Honolulu County, Hawaii in the Text Box and Click GO



Click on the link for  Honolulu County, HawaiiClick on the link for  Honolulu County, Hawaii



Note:  Honolulu County has been added to Your Selections.Note:  Honolulu County has been added to Your Selections.
Delete Honolulu County from Your Geography Filters by clicking the XDelete Honolulu County from Your Geography Filters by clicking the X



Type Urban Honolulu CDP, Hawaii in the Text Box and Click GOType Urban Honolulu CDP, Hawaii in the Text Box and Click GO



Click on the link for Urban Honolulu, Hawaii (Place within State)Click on the link for Urban Honolulu, Hawaii (Place within State)



Note:  Urban Honolulu, has been added to Your Selections.Note:  Urban Honolulu, has been added to Your Selections.
Delete Urban Honolulu from Your Geography Filters by clicking the XDelete Urban Honolulu from Your Geography Filters by clicking the X



Under Geography Filter Options, Click on Census TractUnder Geography Filter Options, Click on Census Tract



Open Within StateOpen Within State



Within State Click on HawaiiWithin State Click on Hawaii



Open Within County, scroll down and Click on HonoluluOpen Within County, scroll down and Click on Honolulu



Type census tract 40 in the Text Box and click GOType census tract 40 in the Text Box and click GO



Click on the link Census Tract 40, Honolulu County, HawaiiClick on the link Census Tract 40, Honolulu County, Hawaii



Note:  All of the geographies have been added to Your SelectionsNote:  All of the geographies have been added to Your Selections
Close the Geography overlay page by clicking CLOSE XClose the Geography overlay page by clicking CLOSE X



You are now able to filter by TopicsYou are now able to filter by Topics



Open the Topics selection box, click on Dataset and click on 2010 Open the Topics selection box, click on Dataset and click on 2010 
ACS 5ACS 5--year estimatesyear estimates



You can narrow your search by expanding People and You can narrow your search by expanding People and 
selecting  a topic…selecting  a topic…



You can narrow your search by expanding Housing and selecting  a topic…You can narrow your search by expanding Housing and selecting  a topic…



Or you can narrow your search by expanding Product Type Or you can narrow your search by expanding Product Type 
and selecting  a topic…and selecting  a topic…



Click on People, Click on Age Group and Click on ChildrenClick on People, Click on Age Group and Click on Children



You can continue to refine your search by selecting other Topics.You can continue to refine your search by selecting other Topics.
Close the Topics box by Clicking CLOSE X when you are done making all Close the Topics box by Clicking CLOSE X when you are done making all 

of your selectionsof your selections



To view one table, double click on it.  To view multiple tables, To view one table, double click on it.  To view multiple tables, 
check the boxes next to them and click Viewcheck the boxes next to them and click View



DP03 Selected Economic DP03 Selected Economic CharactertisticsCharactertistics



Table B09001Table B09001



Types of TablesTypes of Tables



Data ProfilesData Profiles Display a Range of Social, Economic, Housing, and Display a Range of Social, Economic, Housing, and 
Demographic Data for a Particular Geographic AreaDemographic Data for a Particular Geographic Area



Honolulu County Selected Social CharacteristicsHonolulu County Selected Social Characteristics
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Honolulu County Selected Economic CharacteristicsHonolulu County Selected Economic Characteristics

Social Profile
Economic Profile
Housing Profile
Demographic Profile
Narrative ProfileNarrative Profile



Honolulu County Selected Housing CharacteristicsHonolulu County Selected Housing Characteristics

Social Profile
Economic Profile
Housing Profile
Demographic Profile
N ti P filNarrative Profile



Honolulu County Demographic & Housing EstimatesHonolulu County Demographic & Housing Estimates

Social ProfileSocial Profile
Economic Profile
Housing Profile
Demographic Profile
Narrative Profile



Comparison Profiles (ACS 1Year Estimates) Comparison Profiles (ACS 1Year Estimates) Display Multiple Years Worth Display Multiple Years Worth 
of Data & Indicate Where There are Statistically Significant Differencesof Data & Indicate Where There are Statistically Significant Differences



Honolulu Co. Honolulu Co. Comparative Data for Years 20010, 2009, 2008, 2007,2006     Comparative Data for Years 20010, 2009, 2008, 2007,2006     
Social CharacteristicsSocial Characteristics



Subject TablesSubject Tables



Subject TableSubject Table
S0801 Commuting Characteristics by SexS0801 Commuting Characteristics by Sex



Detailed Tables (Base Tables)Detailed Tables (Base Tables)( )( )

Basic distributions of characteristics

The foundation upon which other data products 
are built

Show estimates with its margin of error.  By 
adding and subtracting the margin of error from 
the point estimate, you produce the range 
around it called the confidence interval.  (there is 
90% certainty that the true answer lies within the y
listed upper and lower percentages).
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Go to Product Type and Select Detailed TablesGo to Product Type and Select Detailed Tables



Select a Table: B01001 Sex by Age and click ViewSelect a Table: B01001 Sex by Age and click View
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Table B01001 Sex by AgeTable B01001 Sex by Age
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Social MediaSocial Media
Another Way to Stay InformedAnother Way to Stay InformedAnother Way to Stay InformedAnother Way to Stay Informed

twitter com/uscb losangeles Facebook com/USCensus LosAngelestwitter.com/uscb_losangeles Facebook.com/USCensus.LosAngeles



Questions

Jerry Wong
Information Services Specialist

Email: jerry.b.wong@census.gov
Office: (818)267-1763



Resources:  Need Assistance?Resources:  Need Assistance?
U.S. Census Bureau

Partnership & Data Services Programp g
15350 Sherman Way, Suite 400

Van Nuys, CA  91406

(888) 806(888) 806‐‐6389  Toll Free6389  Toll Free

L.A. Regional Website:  www.census.gov/losangelesg g / g
laro.isp‐partnership@census.gov

Jerry.B.Wong@census.gov
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