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Agenda

 American Community Survey
 Data Tools and Apps
 QuickFacts
 Census Explorer
 Easy Stats
 American FactFinder
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American Community Survey
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Fall 2014 Releases
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Data Product Release Date Population          
Size of Area

2013 ACS 1‐Year Estimates September 18 , 2014 65,000 +

2011‐2013 ACS 3‐Year Estimates October 23, 2014 20,000 +

2009‐2013 ACS 5‐Year Estimates December 4, 2014 All Geographies

The American Community Survey is the only source of local statistics for 
most of the 40 topics it covers - - such as education, occupation, language, 

ancestry and housing costs - - for even the smallest communities. 
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2013 ACS 1‐Year Estimates



88

2011‐2013 ACS 3‐Year Estimates
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2009‐2013 ACS 5‐Year Estimates
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Questionnaire Topics
American Community Survey (ACS)

Demographic 
Sex
Age
Race
Ethnicity
Household  

Relationship
Group Quarters

Social
Families
Education
Marital Status 
Fertility
Grandparent Caregivers
Veterans
Disability Status
Language at Home
Citizenship
Migration

Economic
Income
Poverty
Food Stamps / SNAP
Employment Status
Occupation
Industry
Journey to Work
Place of Work
Health Insurance 

Housing
Tenure  
Occupancy 
Structure Housing 
Value
Taxes / Insurance
Utilities
Mortgage
Monthly Rent
Vehicles

Items in red were also collected on the 2010 Census
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ACS Improvements



12

Survey Improvements
Sample Reallocation

 Objective: improve the reliability of the 
estimates for small areas (under 20,000 population)

• Increased sampling rates for small tracts and 
governmental units

• Slightly decreased sampling rates in larger tracts

 Begun in January 2011

• First result:  2011-2015 ACS 5-year estimates, to 
be released December 2016
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Survey Improvements
ACS Sample Expansion

 Sample expanded from 2.9 million to 3.54 
million addresses per year

 Sample increase began for 
o Mailout in June 2011
o CATI in July 2011
o CAPI in August 2011
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Survey Improvements
Expected Results

Tract Size 
Category

Average 
Tract Size

CVs before 
reallocation 
and sample 
expansion

CVs after 
reallocation, 
before sample 
expansion 
(2.9M)

CVs after 
reallocation 
and sample 
expansion 
(3.54M)

0 – 400 291 66% 41% 35%

401 – 1,000 766 41% 30% 25%

1,001 – 2,000 1,485 29% 29% 25%

2,000 – 4,000 2,636 26% 29% 25%

4,000 – 6,000 4,684 19% 29% 25%

6,000 + 8,337 15% 28% 25%

 Five Year Coefficients of Variation (CVs) for typical tracts, by 
size where red > yellow > green
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Survey Improvements
Internet Response Option

 Ongoing digital transformation
 61st U.S. Census Bureau survey with Internet 

response option
 Households in sample receive letter with login 

instructions to secure website
 Participants have the ability to review responses
 Assistance available to respondents

 Advantages
 More convenient for respondents
 More cost-effective

 Secure and confidential
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https://respond.census.gov/acs

Available beginning 2013
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Data Tools and Apps
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Homepage:  census.gov
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Developers & Mobile Apps
Data Tab
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Developers Page
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Mobile Apps
Economic Indicators
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Mobile Apps
Economic Indicators
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Mobile Apps
Pop Quiz (of States)
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Mobile Apps
Economic Indicators
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Mobile Apps
Dwellr
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QuickFacts



QuickFacts
Population threshold:  5,000
Geographies:  State, county, place
Topics:  Current demographic, business, & geography facts, and links to historic 
data (through “Browse data sets”)
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www.census.gov

Hawaii
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Quick Facts
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Quick Facts
Select a County or City
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People QuickFacts
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Business QuickFacts
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Census Explorer

www.census.gov
Hover over Data Tab

Click on Data Tools and Apps 
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Census Explorer

24 Data Tools and Apps
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Census Explorer
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Census Explorer
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Census Explorer
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Census Explorer
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Census Explorer
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Four Editions 



Census Explorer

Census Explorer (thematic maps)
Sources:  2012 American Community Survey 5-year estimates, 2011 County 
Business Patterns, Census 2000, & 1990 Census
Geographies:  U.S., state, county, census tract
Topics:  Variety of demographic (currently 11) and economic (currently 6) variables
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Enter Honolulu County, HI
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A Measure is Displayed (Median Household Income)
Hover over Honolulu County
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Median Household Income $72,292
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Select a New Measure
Click on 65 and over
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New Measure is Displayed (65 and over)
Hover over Honolulu County to Display Data
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County Business Patterns
Select Total Establishments
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County Business Patterns
Hover over each of the counties to view total establishments
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County Business Patterns
Hover over each of the counties to view total establishments
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Easy Stats
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Census Explorer

Easy Stats



Easy Stats

Geographies:  State, county, place
Topics:  Financial, jobs, housing, people, education--all variables 
are crossed with race and ethnicity



Select State: Hawaii
Check Place and Select a Place Kapolei CDP

Click on a Topic: Financial



Click on a Table: Family Income in the Past 12 Months



Click GET RESULTS



Open in Excel



Right Click and Open in Excel



Select State
Check Place and Select a Place Kapolei CDP

Click on a Topic: Financial



Click Back



Select Other Topics



Click Clear Choices to Restart with Another Geography
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American FactFinder (AFF)
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www.census.gov
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factfinder2.census.gov
American FactFinder (AFF)
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Help
American FactFinder 
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Assistance with AFF
• Click Help (AFF mainpage, top right)

• Online User Guide
• Virtual Tour
• Community Facts
• Guided Search
• Advanced Search
• Download Options
• Using Data
• Tables
• Maps
• Narrative Profiles
• Tutorials
• Glossary
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factfinder2.census.gov
American FactFinder

Community Facts tab
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AFF Community Facts

Each of the 10 filter bars 
presents a single variable for 
the selected geography, as
well as links to additional 

tables for the same topic and 
the same geographic area 
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factfinder2.census.gov
American FactFinder

Guided Search tab
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Recommended for Novice Data Users
AFF Guided Search

User answers prompts, 
then clicks “Next” or a 

numbered arrow to 
proceed -- arrows 1 
through 4 may be 

selected in any order
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factfinder2.census.gov
American FactFinder

Advanced Search tab
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AFF Advanced Search

Filter bars facilitate searches.  Object is to select filters, such 
as Topics, to refine search.  All filters will appear in the Your 

Selections box to be applied to the final table selection. 
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Topics Filter Bar
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“People” Menu Expanded
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Product Type = Table Format

See page 8 of the Quick 
Reference Guide for full 

descriptions of product types
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Census Programs on AFF

Alphabetical listing of all 
programs loaded on 
American FactFinder
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Datasets on AFF

Latest release is at the 
top of the list
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Key Word Search
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census.gov Footer
Census & ACS Questionnaires 
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census.gov Footer > About Us > History
Census Questionnaires
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Census Questionnaires Archive
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census.gov Footer > People & Households > ACS
ACS Questionnaires
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Exercise

Accessing Census Data Honolulu County
Turn to page 76 
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Questions
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U.S. Census Bureau
Partnership & Data Services Program

15350 Sherman Way, Suite 400
Van Nuys, CA  91406

(888) 806-6389  Toll Free

Laro.pds.list@census.gov                       
Jerry.B.Wong@census.gov

L.A. Regional Office Website:  
www.census.gov/regions/los_angeles/

Resources:  Need Assistance?


