U.S. Census Bureau: Demographic Program Tips

(1) 2010 Decennial Census
(100% count of population & housing)

Data: Released down to the block level (richest geographic detail) every 10 years
Topics covered:

1. Age 4. Hispanic origin
2. Sex 5. Relationship of each individual in household to first person listed on form
3. Race 6. Tenure (home ownership with /without mortgage, rented, or occupied without rent)

(2) Population Estimates Program (PEP)
(Derived from administrative records and net migration formulas in the intercensal years)

Data released annually on the following topics and geographic levels:
e U.S., states, counties: Housing and population totals, characteristics (age, sex, race, ethnicity)
e Incorporated places: Population totals only

(3) American Community Survey (ACS)
(Survey covering ~ 3.54 million housing units/year nationwide)

The ACS is designed to measure the characteristics of the population, not counts of the population. The
official estimates of the population still come from the previous census and from the Census Bureau’s
Population Estimates Program (or PEP).

The ACS estimates describe characteristics of a population over a period, while the Decennial Census and
the Population Estimates Program are point-in-time (April 1 and July 1, respectively) estimates.

The ACS generally does a better job estimating percents, rates, means, and medians than it does totals.

ACS data products released every year.
Population thresholds (all surveyed addresses are unique within any 5-year period)
e 1-year estimates: 65,000 or more
® 5-yearestimates: All geographic areas below 20,000, including all census tracts and all block groups.
ZCTAS will first be released in 2012, with the 5-year ACS 2007-2011 estimates.

Population controls are from the Population Estimates Program
®  One-year ACS estimates are controlled to the PEP estimates as of July 1 of the tabulated year
e Multiyear ACS population and housing estimates are controlled to the average of the individual year’s
population and housing estimates (from the PEP)

Constructing ACS estimates
¢ For 2014 and beyond, Data are pooled across 12 months, 60 months (1-year, 5-year)
* Appropriate weights are assigned for housing and population estimates (from the PEP)
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