
Table 14.22-- TOP 10 MOST EXPENSIVE AND 10 CHEAPEST
STATES TO LIVE:  2016

[CNBC considered basic items in the most expensive and cheapest areas of the state.  Average price 
     data based on Council for Community and Economic Research C2ER Cost of Living Index, 2015
     Annual Average]

Rank State Metro area  1/

Average
home
price

Half
gallon
of milk Beef 2/

Monthly
energy

bill
Doctor 

visit

Most expensive

1  Hawaii  Honolulu 925,922  3.85  11.77  504.25  116.77  
2  New York  Manhattan 1,472,476  1.89  13.31  249.15  121.25  
3  Delaware  Wilmington 329,684  2.28  11.25  206.57  88.33  
4  California  San Francisco 978,744  2.77  11.33  210.92  125.52  
5  Connecticut  Stamford 626,189  2.89  12.44  268.37  123.77  
6  Alaska  Anchorage 535,915  2.46  12.73  3/ 549.42  174.00  
7  Massachusetts  Cambridge 592,300  2.61  11.86  164.09  163.83  
8  Rhode Island  Providence 399,678  3.22  11.97  210.24  149.00  
9  New Hampshire  Manchester 362,849  2.81  11.15  243.35  149.18  
10  New Jersey  Bergen-Passaic 521,477  2.46  12.02  184.66  99.07  

Cheapest

1  Mississippi  Jackson 236,935  2.24  10.58  133.24  96.18  
2  Kentucky  Bowling Green 262,942  2.41  12.02  196.97  93.22  
3  Arkansas  Little Rock 288,017  2.01  11.26  161.16  92.83  
4  Alabama  Montgomery 275,856  2.46  10.88  181.58  78.67  
5  Tennessee  Chattanooga 288,621  2.24  12.06  156.36  119.42  
6  Oklahoma  Lawton 306,244  2.33  9.65  145.25  120.64  
7  Idaho  Boise 258,125  1.76  9.95  140.44  128.96  
8  Indiana  Evansville 262,150  1.66  11.51  182.62  90.56  
9  Ohio  Akron 377,533  2.74  10.20  150.98  85.13  
10  Michigan  Grand  Rapids 243,878  1.85  11.52  159.83  95.33  

     1/  Average home price applies to indicated Metro area.
     2/  One pound of ground beef in "Most expensive" and T-bone steak in "Cheapest" areas.
     3/  Metro area for 'Monthly energy bill' is Fairbanks.
     Source:  CNBC, "America's Top States for Business - Most Expensive State to Live in 2016" (July 12, 2016)
<http://www.cnbc.com/2016/07/12/americas‐most‐expensive‐states‐to‐live‐in‐2016.html> accessed July 14, 2016; 
and "Cheapest State to Live in 2016" 
<http://www.cnbc.com/2016/07/12/americas‐cheapest‐states‐to‐live‐in‐2016.html?slide=1> accessed July 14, 2016.

The State of Hawaii Data Book 2015       http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/


