
  

Fourth Quarter 2013 

Welcome to Research and Data Highlights from the DBEDT’s Research and  
Economic Analysis Division (READ). 
 
“Highlights” is a quarterly summary of research and data projects of the Division, which 
may be of interest to particular segments of the community.  These projects range from 
overall economic forecasts to very specific and detailed industry studies.   
 
It is also a way for READ to introduce data and information users to the rich array of 
materials on its website that may provide just the answer to a user’s question.  
 
About READ: 
 
READ provides economic forecasts and analyses of the economy that are basic to ef-
fective, long-term statewide planning.  We also collect, compile, interpret and present 
data and statistics on all aspects of business activity, the economy and provide demo-
graphic characteristics of Hawaii.  For casual users, READ offers basic products such 
as the Hawaii Facts & Figures brochure.  Researchers with more detailed needs may 
consult the comprehensive Hawaii State Data Book and our extensive on-line Hawaii 
Census Data section.   
  
We invite you to explore our comprehensive research archives at: http://
dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/ 
. 

 

What’s New at READ: 

 

State of Hawaii Electric Power Industry  
Current Status and Trends  
 
Based on the most recent data available, this report provides basic information to help 
readers understand the current status and recent changes in Hawaii’s electric power 
industry. 
 
Find it at: http://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/economic/data_reports/reports-studies/
ElectricityReport2013.pdf 
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QSER – READ’s Quarterly Statistical and Economic Report  

http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/qser/ 

Each quarter - in February, May, August and November - READ produces the QSER, 
its core report on the economy.  Major economic sectors are reviewed and boiled down 
to a summary of the economic situation and outlook in the initial pages of the report.   
 

In its latest economic report, DBEDT is projecting continued positive economic growth. 
in Hawaii throughout 2014.  
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Census 2010: 
Your ‘Ohana Has Been Counted! 

Latest Hawaii Census Data  

http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/census/ 

Hawaii Population Characteristics 2013 
 
The July 1, 2013 population for the State of Hawaii was released on December 30, 
2013.  Our population is 1,404,054.  There was an increase of  about 14,000 people to 
our state between July 1, 2012 and July 1, 2013 which represented a 1.0% increase in 
our population. 
 
Census Bureau has also released highlights for the 2012 ACS 5-year data  The link is 
at: http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/geography/ 
 
Highlights 
 
 The 2012 ACS estimates include data products for the 113th Congressional Dis-

tricts, and the 2008-2012 ACS 5-year data release will include 2013 State Legisla-
tive District estimates. These geographic areas will only include a limited set of 
summary levels for the 2012 data releases. The 113th Congressional District and 
2013 State Legislative District definitions took effect in January 2013. 

 
 ACS estimates for Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas continue to use 

December 1, 2009 definitions. These geographic areas will use the February 2013 
delineation based on 2010 standards and Census Bureau data for the 2013 ACS 
data release planned for 2014. 

 
Release Notes 
 
 The 2012 ACS data release marks the first time estimates based on 2010 Census 

definitions for Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs), Urban Areas, and Urban/Rural 
are available.  

 
 Geography plays an important role in Census Bureau activities, including support-

ing the American Community Survey. It is the framework by which the Census Bu-
reau collects and publishes demographic, social, housing, and economic data. Ge-
ography contributes to, and is involved in, ACS sampling, data collection, 
weighting, and data tabulation activities. 
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For the full DBEDT census site, visit: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/census/ 

http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/census/ 

Census 2010: 
Your ‘Ohana Has Been Counted! 

GETTING TO KNOW HAWAII’S CENSUS GEOGRAPHY  
(Based on the 2010 Census geography) 

 
Hawaii has 5 counties, one of which is Kalawao County.  The 5 counties in the 

State of Hawaii are Honolulu, Hawaii, Kalawao, Kauai and Maui.  Kalawao 
County is the part of Molokai Island known as the Kalaupapa Settlement.   

  
Islands are not a separate census geographic level.  The 7 populated islands 

are Hawaii, Maui, Lanai, Molokai, Oahu, Kauai and Niihau.  To obtain data for 
the island areas of Maui County and Kauai County, census tracts must be uti-
lized.  Within Maui County, Lanai Island consists of census tract 316.01; Molo-
kai Island consists of census tracts 317, 318.01, and 319 (the census tract that 
is a part of Kalawao County); and Maui island consists of the remaining census 
tracts in the county.  Within Kauai County, Niihau and Kaula Island is census 
tract 412 and Kauai Island consists of the remaining tracts in the county. 

   
Census designated places (CDPs) do not cover all land area in Hawaii and 

their boundaries may change over time. Census Designated Places 
(CDPs) are the statistical counterparts of incorporated places, and are delineat-
ed to provide data for settled concentrations of population that are identifiable 
by name but are not legally incorporated under the laws of the state in which 
they are located.  CDP boundaries may change from one decennial census to 
the next with changes in the settlement pattern; a CDP with the same name as 
in an earlier census does not necessarily have the same boundary. Therefore, 
CDPs are concentrations of population that only cover selected land areas in 
Hawaii.  CDPs are also referred to as “cities” for only the State of Hawaii.  The 
shortened term of “places” may also be used.   

 
The census geographic level of Hawaiian Home Land first appeared in the 

Census 2000.  “Hawaiian home lands are unique to Hawaii and are lands held 
in trust for Native Hawaiians by the state, pursuant to the Hawaiian Homes 
Commission Act of 1920, as amended”.  These boundaries are designated by 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands which is a part of the Hawaii State 
Government system.   
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Each month, READ compiles Hawaii energy data that is publically available through 
either private of federal data bases. Other proprietary energy data is collected and ar-
chived through the Hawaii State Energy Office. 
 
In December 2013, Hawaii’s price for regular gasoline averaged $3.925 per gallon, 
which was $0.671 per gallon or 20.6 percent higher than the national average for the 
same month.  
 
Monthly Energy Data Reports can be found on the READ website at: http://
dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/energy-trends-2/ 

http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/energy-trends-2/ 

Monthly Energy Trend Data 
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http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/databook/db2012/ 

The State of Hawaii Data Book 2012  
 

This official summary of statistics on the social, economic, and political  

 

To see the entire Hawaii Data Book, go to: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/databook/
db2012/. 

The latest edition of the State of Hawai‘i Data Book is now available at http://
dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/databook/db2012/. 
  
The state’s Data Book is the most comprehensive statistical book about Hawai’i in a 
single compilation. With more than 800 data tables, it covers a broad range of statisti-
cal information in areas such as population, education, labor, energy, business enter-
prises, government, tourism and transportation. 
 
DBEDT’s Re-
search and 
Economic 
Analysis Divi-
sion (READ) 
also maintains 
the historical 
series of tables 
and updates 
the data contin-
uously through-
out the year. 
 
These editions 
place the major 
emphasis on 
statewide data 
and less so on 
counties, is-
lands, urban 
places, and 
smaller areas. 
 
The Data Book 
is may be 
downloaded in 
whole or in part 
as PDF or Ex-
cel files. 
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http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/visitor/tourism-forecast/ 

Tourism Sector Continues to Improve    
Visitor arrivals are expected to increase 2.9 percent in 2013, 1.4 percentage points be-
low the previous forecast. The forecast for visitor days in 2013 decreased from 2.7 per-
cent to 1.5 percent. Readers interested in visitor statistics on a monthly basis can find 
them on the DBEDT website at: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/visitor/tourism-forecast/.  Those 
interested in daily passenger arrival data may access those at: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/
economic/data_reports/special/ 
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  This publication is produced by the Research and Economic Analysis 
Division (READ) of the Department of Business, Economic Development 
& Tourism (DBEDT), State of Hawaii which is responsible for its content 
and presentation. 

 
 For more information on READ, go to: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic 
 
 Contact: Economic Information 
    Research & Economic Analysis Division 
    Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism 
    250 S. Hotel St. 
    Honolulu, HI  96813 
    808-586-2480 

http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/unemployment/ 

Weekly Unemployment Data 
 

Every Thursday, READ issues a Special Unemployment Update for the previous week 
on both a statewide and county-by-county basis.  
 
The Division also presents graphics of 4-year comparisons, as well as a state trend 
since the year 2000.  To see the report, go to: http://dbedt.hawaii.gov/economic/
unemployment/. 


