
Hāna Update Meeting to Discuss Little Fire Ants 

Posted By Wendy Osher on 12/05/14 (MauiNow.com) 

Maui residents concerned about the discovery of little fire ants in Nāhiku are invited to attend a meeting 
on Wednesday, Dec. 10th at 5 p.m. at Helene Hall in Hāna. 

The meeting will include representatives from the Hawaiʻi Department of Agriculture, Hawaiʻi Ant Lab, 
Maui Invasive Species Committee and the County of Maui. 

The Nāhiku infestation was discovered on Sept. 18 on 20 acres of land along the Hāna Highway in East 
Maui. 

The discovery was made while crews, who were working to eradicate the invasive miconia plant in the 
area, were stung by the ants. 

The little fire ant is a native of south America and is considered amont he world’s worst invasive species 
because of their painful stings that can cause large welts and blindness in pets. 

The state Department of Agriculture released the following chronology of the 

Little Fire Ant in Hawaiʻi: 

LFA has been found on Hawaiʻi Island since 1999. By the time it was identified, the ant population was 
deemed too widespread for eradication efforts. 

October 2009 – LFA was detected on a farm in Waiheʻe, Maui.  The infested area involved about 1/2 
acre and eradication efforts appear to have been successful and monitoring continues. 

December 2013 – LFA was detected on hapuu logs (Hawaiian fern) at retail stores on Maui and Oʻahu. 
Since its detection, Oʻahu and Maui nurseries have been surveyed. Seven Oahu nurseries, three of which 
were in Waimanalo, were found to have small infestations of LFA, the areas were treated and are clear 
of the ants. 

May 2014 – crews began treating a 6-acre area in Waimanalo, which included a 3.5 acre infestation area 
and buffer zone. Crews continue to conduct follow-up treatments at the Waimanalo site. 

June 2014 – a six-acre residential area in Mililani was found to be infested with LFA and treatment of 
that area is also on-going. 

July 2014 – A routine survey for LFA by members of the MISC detected a small infestation at a hotel in 
Wailea, Maui. MISC reported it found one LFA ant at a neighboring hotel. The landscaped areas are 
continuing to be treated and monitored. 

July 2014 – Maui HDOA inspectors found LFA on some of 51 hāpuʻu logs from Keaʻau, Hawaii Island. 
Although the logs were bait-tested for LFA in Hilo and after it reached Maui, LFA was not detected in the 
bait traps. However, upon closer visual inspection, Maui inspectors saw what looked like LFA, which was 
confirmed by entomologists. The logs were frozen to kill any LFA. Inspectors trace forward two other 
shipments from the source. They tested 100 logs and found LFA on seven logs. The area was also 
surveyed and no LFA was detected. Enhanced inspections at both departing and receiving ports have 
been established. 



August 2014 – Maui HDOA inspectors doing enhanced inspections found LFA on specialty pineapple 
transported from Hawaiʻi Island. The LFA were difficult to detect in the crown of the pineapple. HDOA 
inspectors continue to closely monitor similar shipments interisland. 

Suspected invasive species should be reported to the state’s toll-free pest hotline at (808) 643-PEST 
(7378). 



Kailua development near Kawainui Marsh raises questions 
 
KAILUA, OAHU (HawaiiNewsNow) - 

A plan for a new industrial park in Kailua is stirring some controversy. That's because 
the developer wants to build it right next to the largest wetland area in the state. 

This 23 acres would eventually turn into nine warehouses and a base yard for light 
industrial companies to work. The development would be located at the current 
Hawaiian Earth Products site on Kapaa Quarry Road. It is part of the Kawainui Marsh 
which is a special management area. 

Opponents point out the landowners questionable past. Its tenants have been cited and 
fined for illegal grading and stockpiling. There is also a state investigation accusing a 
tenant of illegally dumping oils and chemicals. 

"I see evidence of oil spills. I don't know how any of the other government departments 
that go out there to look can't see it it's so obvious," said Vern Hinsvark, Kailua 
Neighborhood Board Member who opposes the development. 

The landowner, Kapaa I LLC., says it's all been a wakeup call. They hired a sustainable 
design firm to help build a Leed Development incorporating environmentally friendly 
features. The area used to be a landfill so they will seal it up and filter the water that 
runs off. 

"I would argue that's a much better situation than what's there now with this untreated 
unfiltered water that runs straight from the landfill into the marsh," said Ikaika Anderson, 
Honolulu City Councilmember who represents the area. 

The City Council has unanimously approved the rezoning and a special use permit to 
clean up prior violations. Furthermore they've said the Windward side needs more 
industrial property. 

"You can balance the needs of businesses and the needs of the environment. One does 
not have to suffer. Businesses don't have to suffer for the environment. The 
environment doesn't have to suffer for businesses to be successful," said Susan King, 
Kapaa I LLC. 

Kapaa I also says it will educate tenants about the Kawainui Marsh and have rules to 
follow. 

However the Kailua neighborhood board opposes the development saying the 
landowners can't even control the current tenants. 

"If they can't take care of the land they have now I question they'll be able to maintain it 
on a long term basis," said Hinsvark. 

"I feel like they can trust us. I hope they know they can trust us and we're going to show 
them that they can," said King. 



Councilman Anderson vouched for the King family saying they have organized 
numerous community clean-ups of Kawainui Marsh and positive environmental 
stewards. 

"I have faith this family is going to do what they said they were going to do," said 
Anderson. 

"It's like a mask. They do all these good things, but that doesn't allow them to do the 
bad things they do," said Hinsvark. 

Kapaa I says it's still about three to four years before any buildings go up. 

Copyright 2014 Hawaii News Now. All rights reserved.  
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The Molokai Dispatch, Thursday, September 18th, 2014  

 

Keeping an Eye on the Algae 

By Catherine Cluett 

On a fishing trip along Molokai’s south shore in late July, fisherman Clay Ching noticed 
something strange. Huge masses of thick seaweed blanketed the shallow flats near Coconut 
Grove, protruding from the surface and covering hundreds of square yards in several large 
patches. As owner of local charter fishing company Hallelujah Hou Fishing and having spent 
decades trolling the area, Ching called it “epic proportions of growth” and said he’d never seen 
anything like it. 

The algae invasion concerned him so much that he notified the Department of Land and Natural 
Resource (DLNR)’s Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR). 

“[I don’t want] this situation to progress to the point of no return for our precious reef 
ecosystem which us Molokaiians depend on for food, etc.,” Ching wrote in an email to DAR 
Aquatic Biologist Russell Sparks. “…I depend on this exact same reef ecosystem for my 
livelihood… and the value of it should be perpetuated for the future generations…” 

Gorilla ogo, the type of limu Ching spotted, is highly invasive with dense growth forming thick 
mats that  choke out coral and other seaweeds. It is spread by pieces floating to a new location, 
and also by boaters or fishermen inadvertently transporting it on equipment, according to the 
DLNR. Found in Hawaii only on Molokai and Oahu, it’s been on the state’s radar for years. 

In 2009 and 2010, DLNR’s Aquatic Invasive Species Team made several trips to Molokai and 
organized five alien algae community clean-ups, resulting in the removal of about 29 tons of 
invasive seaweed. Gorilla ogo accounted for a large percentage of those pounds. Several sites 
around the island were targeted for the clean-up, with 17 tons of alien algae removed from 
Kaunakakai Harbor alone, according to a 2011 DLNR report. At that time, the team also 
documented the presence of gorilla ogo extending to Pala`au on Molokai’s south shore. 

After Ching’s discovery of an influx of gorilla ogo growth in the area, Sparks agreed to plan a trip 
to see it for himself, along with several fellow aquatic resource experts. The visit was scheduled 
for Sept. 4. 

When the day arrived, however, and Ching took them to the spot, they could find only small 
remnants of the huge masses of gorilla ogo Ching had documented the previous month. 

“Limu is variable,” said Sparks. “It’ll be blooming and everyone is freaking out, and a month 
later, it’ll be gone… [this growth] was not anchored to the ground – just afternoon winds could 
push it toward shore.” 



He also called this a “bizarre year” for algae, which can proliferate very quickly under certain 
conditions. One such condition can be warmer water temperatures, which Sparks said this year 
has seen. 

Ching said since he’d last seen the gorilla ogo infestation, Hurricane Iselle had brought strong 
winds and tides to the area, and he suspected that may have diverted the floating seaweed 
elsewhere. Another local fisherman agreed. 

Henry Paleka, who lives along the Kalama`ula shoreline, also noticed the floating masses. 

“It looked like another island forming!” he said, but added that he, too, didn’t notice it after 
Iselle hit. 

Even though there was not as much cause for concern as first expected, Sparks and his team 
took the opportunity to document current gorilla ogo growth to compare to previously-
recorded levels along the south shore, west of the Kaunakakai wharf. 

Kristy Stone, DAR monitoring coordinator, said there is still a significant amount of invasive 
algae growing in the area on the ocean floor. She found both gorilla ogo and another species 
called Acanthophora. The reddish limu has finer growth than gorilla ogo’s thick stems and while 
it is also invasive, Stone called it “not as bad” as ogo because it does not form the same thick 
mats. 

But the visit also brought good news for Stone. She said she helped with the 2010 clean-up of 
gorilla ogo from Kaunakakai wharf and before the effort began, she said the seaweed was 
choking the area. 

“It was so thick you couldn’t walk in it, fish couldn’t swim,” she said. Now, she’s thrilled to note 
that harbor is still clear of the algae four years later. 

“I’m amazed at how clean it is,” she said. “I’m not sure why – maybe the hurricane also cleared 
it out – but I’m stoked.” 

She suggested that to maintain it in a healthy state and relatively free of invasive gorilla ogo, 
those who use the area frequently should pull a little out at a time whenever they notice it. 

“Just do a little patch,” she said. “Like your backyard, you gotta clean the weeds.” 

Sparks agreed that community involvement is key. 

“Meaningful control is going to have to come from community,” he said. “We’re happy to work 
with people for funding and training, but we just don’t have the manpower [to come over to do 
regular clean-ups].” 

State budget restrictions have also limited the amount of work the team can do on Molokai. 
However, Brian Neilson, aquatic invasive species coordinator for the state, said they will explore 
what type of funding or grants might be available to continue efforts here. 



“There’s an argument to get [gorilla ogo on Molokai] now before it spreads like on Oahu,” he 
said, where its growth is so invasive that efforts at irradiation have been abandoned. “This is 
the time to get it [on Molokai]. We could justify funding by its potential to kill the reef.” 

Neilson said coming up with a plan, if it happens, would take time – as well as commitment 
from the Molokai community. 

In the meantime, Sparks said monitoring and documentation of gorilla ogo on the island is 
important. While the influx of growth that Ching reported turned out to be short-lived, Sparks 
encouraged that type of documentation. 

“If people who go there all the time see a change, that’s valuable info,” he said. 

 



hawaiitribune-herald.com http://hawaiitribune-herald.com/news/local-news/lava-24-miles-highway-130

December 7, 2014 -
1:01am

Lava 2.4 miles from Highway 130

The June 27 lava flow was about 2.4 miles from Highway 130 on Saturday morning, according to Hawaii County Civil
Defense. The flow advanced about 125 yards between Friday and Saturday.

Hawaiian Volcano Observatory said the flow has reached a relatively flat area, where multiple lines of steepest
descent nearly converge.

Topography is likely the main reason for a slower advance rate during the last few days, HVO said.

“Until the flow passes this area of flat topography, the future flow path is uncertain,” the observatory said.

One of the paths goes through Pahoa Marketplace while the other would take the flow toward Hawaiian Paradise
Park.

Smoke conditions were moderate with a light wind blowing smoke from burning vegetation in a south-southeast
direction.
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Officials Will Have to Wait on Plan to Restrict Hawaii’s Plentiful Cesspools 

UPDATED: Neil Abercrombie leaves office without signing off on rules that would ban new 
cesspools and require property owners to eventually upgrade to septic tanks. 

NOVEMBER 30, 2014·By SOPHIE COCKE (CivilBeat.com) 

 

The Hawaii Department of Health was hoping that outgoing Gov. Neil Abercrombie would sign 
new rules into law before he left office Monday that would help phase out thousands of 
cesspools throughout the islands that could be contaminating coastal waters with raw sewage. 

The proposed rules would ban new cesspools and require property owners to convert cesspools 
to septic tanks within a year of a home or building being sold. 

But the governor did not act on the rules, a department official confirmed Monday. 

They now go to the desk of the new governor, David Ige. That, said Sina Pruder, chief of the 
state health department’s wastewater branch, could delay or derail implementation of the 
regulations that the department has been working on for more than a year. 

A spokeswoman for Ige indicated over the weekend that the issue is not likely to be addressed 
immediately. 

Hawaii’s cesspool problem has gained increased urgency with recent health department 
findings that Kahaluu Lagoon leading into Kaneohe Bay is contaminated with bacteria 
associated with human sewage. Bacteria levels in some areas around the lagoon have 
registered as high as levels detected in the Ala Wai Canal in 2006, after city officials dumped 48 
million gallons of raw sewage into the waterway because a pipe burst in Waikiki.  

Health officials suspect that close to 700 cesspools in the Kahaluu watershed, which isn’t 
hooked up to the city sewage system, could be causing the pollution. 

The health department has posted signs warning people to stay out of the water, while health 
officials continue to investigate the source of the pollution. 

“It has huge implications if we discover that Kahaluu’s high bacteria counts” are due to 
cesspools, said Gary Gill, deputy director for environmental health for the state health 
department. “The question is what other areas have the same kind of water quality.” 

Over the years, the health department has been particularly concerned about the impact that 
cesspools are having in Waimanalo Beach Lots, Hanalei Bay on Kauai — where cesspools are 
located along the river that feeds into the ocean — and Kapoho on the Big Island, said Gill. 

Essentially holes in the ground that discharge raw, untreated human waste, cesspools have 
been phased out in many states throughout the country, according to the U.S. Environmental 



Protection Agency. Hawaii has continued to permit the systems and has the distinction of 
having more cesspools than any other state — about 90,000 throughout the islands. More than 
half of the systems are located on the Big Island. 

Health officials say that the untreated sewage poses a risk to drinking water aquifers, 
freshwater streams and coastal waters, threatening not only environmental resources, but 
human health. The untreated sewage from cesspools can cause Hepatitis A, conjunctivitis, 
salmonella, cholera and leptospirosis, a painful gastrointestinal illness. 

The health department estimates that Hawaii’s cesspools release as much as 23,700 pounds of 
nitrogen and 6,000 pounds of phosphorous into the ground each day, threatening water 
quality, stimulating the growth of algae and degrading coral reefs. 

The proposed rules have been criticized by homeowners balking at the cost of converting to 
septic tanks, estimated at $10,000 to $15,000, as well as counties, which have expressed 
reservations about the impact the new rules could have on lower-income residents and home 
sales. 

The health department has worked to address the concerns, extending how long property 
owners have to convert to septic tanks at the time of sale from 180 days to a year. The cost can 
be absorbed by the seller, buyer or both. Officials have also decreased the number of cesspools 
that would have to be phased out by 78 percent. Under the latest rules, only cesspools near a 
public drinking water well or within 750 feet of a shoreline, stream or marsh would have to be 
switched out for a septic tank. 

The health department also plans to provide zero-interest loans and grants to help 
homeowners pay for septic systems. 

Even if the rules are approved, Gill notes that it will probably be a slow process before Hawaii 
eventually gets rid of many of its cesspools. It could be decades before some properties are sold 
and the proposed rules don’t apply to homes where ownership is transferred to family 
members. 
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Workers have finished constructing Kauai’s first
predator-proof fence at Kilauea Point National Wildlife
Refuge, which will protect native plant and animal
communities.

|

LIHUE — The predator-proof fence is up.

Now, it’s a matter of removing the predators.

Rare native plant and animal communities that have inhabited a roughly eight-acre area at the Kilauea
Point National Wildlife Refuge — including imperiled bird species found nowhere else on Earth — will be
protected following the installation of the state-of-the-art fence east of the lighthouse.

The half-mile fence, similar to the one found at Kaena Point on Oahu, took about three months to construct
and will keep introduced mammalian predators, including cats, dogs, rats and mice, out of the area so that
native species such as the endangered Nene (Hawaiian Goose), the Moli (Laysan Albatross) and rare
plants can flourish again in a protected environment.

In addition, the absence of introduced predators make this restored site an appropriate translocation site
for the threatened Ao (Newell’s Shearwater) and for the reintroduction of rare native plants.

“Predator-proof fencing is a conservation strategy that we are going to see used more and more in Hawaii
as we struggle to deal with widespread non-native predator populations on very large islands,” said
George Wallace, vice president of American Bird Conservancy.

The type of fencing has been used with success in other areas, such as New Zealand and at Kaena Point,
where predator exclusion resulted in record numbers of seabird chicks fledging in the year immediately
following the project’s completion.

“To have planned, broken ground, and finished construction in a two-year timeframe is a phenomenal
success and an incredible accomplishment that our partners, ABC and Pacific Rim Conservation, have
made possible,” said Shannon Smith, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service project leader.

The planned translocation of Newell’s Shearwater is an important aspect of the Kauai project.

“We have seen a dramatic decline in the population of Newell’s Shearwater in recent years due to a range
of issues, with an estimated 75 percent decline in the last 15 years,” said Dr. André Raine of the Kauai
Endangered Seabird Recovery Project. “The establishment of a new colony using predator-proof fences is
an important management tool to help reverse this decline.”

The fence is about 6.5 feet tall and is built entirely of stainless steel to resist the harsh marine environment.
The main panels of the fence are made with mesh so fine that even mammals as small as a two-day-old
mouse cannot enter. The top of the fence has an arched hood that extends outward to prevent animals
from climbing over.
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With the fence in place, work can begin to humanely remove non-native predators from the enclosure and
restore native plant communities.

The $500,000 project is a collaboration between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation, the American Bird Conservancy, the Kauai Endangered Seabird Recovery Project and
Pacific Rim Conservation.
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	On a fishing trip along Molokai’s south shore in late July, fisherman Clay Ching noticed something strange. Huge masses of thick seaweed blanketed the shallow flats near Coconut Grove, protruding from the surface and covering hundreds of square yards ...
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