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WHAT is the purpose of section 4 of the Endangered
Species Act (ESA)?

PROCESS to list species under the ESA?
HOW are these species protected by the ESA?

UPDATE on the status of ESA petitions and status reviews
In the Pacific Islands region.
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Endangered Species Act (1973):

Protect critically imperiled species from extinction as a
“consequence of economic growth & development
untempered by adequate concern & conservation.”

— Richard Nixon
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The ESA provides for listing
e Species,
e subspecies, or
« distinct population segments (DPS) of vertebrate species.

A DPS - vertebrate population or group of populations that is
« discrete from other populations of the species AND
« significant in relation to the entire species.

(Remember this for later when we discuss the loggerhead & green sea turtle
petition, false killer whale petition, etc.)



Listed species are protected from

“take” (unless specifically authorized):
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Kill
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Capture
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Or to attempt to engage in any such conduct. (i.e., illegal activities)
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In addition to protecting a species from take, the ESA
also requires the FEDERAL GOV’T to insure (via § 7)

they do not:

Authorize, fund, or carry out activities that will
adversely impact protected species & their habitat.
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Once a species is listed, arecovery plan is then developed.

RECOVERY PLAN GOAL:

The maintenance of secure, self-sustaining wild
populations with minimum necessary investment of
resources.

Southern Resident Killer Whales (Orcinus orca)
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Status of ESA Petitions
and Status Reviews
in the Pacific Islands Region
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Questions?

Krista Graham
National Marine Fisheries Service
Pacific Islands Regional Office
Protected Resources Division
(808) 944-2238
krista.graham@noaa.gov



