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Aloha Arthur,
My apologies, but I cant make the meeting next week. I have a contract negotiations
meeting at that same time in Kapolei. I do owe the group a report on Puʻu ʻOʻō. The
synopsis version is below.
Puʻu ʻOʻo at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park.
The hill was initially nicknamed "Puʻu O" by volcanologists, as its position when marked on
a map of the area coincided with an "o" in "Lava flow of 1965". Later, the elders of the
village of Kalapana were asked to name the new hill, and chose Puʻu ʻOʻō, meaning hill of
the digging stick.[1] The name is also often translated as "Hill of the ʻOʻō Bird".
Note: Info below are not original sources. Was looking up Archaeological inventory
surveys, EAs etc. to hopefully find leads to original sources.
Puʻu ʻOʻo at Humu’ula
Not much info. Not much sources. Was able to find an appendix to a U.S. Army Garrison
report. See attached pdf.   In the appendix, they discuss place names of the area around
Pōhakuloa. They call it Puʻu ʻOʻō and reference Cordy. I haven’t had a chance to look up
Cordy’s sources.
Also found a reference in He Mo‘olelo ‘Aina from Maly (Kumu Pono Associates LLC).
“ʻOla‘a and Pi‘ihonua are the lands of bird catchers. The(re) are many ʻōʻō birds at Puʻu
ʻOʻō.”
Puʻu ʻOʻo near Kukiʻo
Found an EA for the West Hawaii Veterans Cemetery (1994 CSH) Refers to the pu‘u as
Pu‘u ‘O‘o. Offers no interpretation or sources. CSH uses kahakō in their
report(Manini‘ōwali), but did not use them for Pu‘u ‘O‘o. Dead end.
Puʻu ʻOʻo near Hawi
Could find no info.

