
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hawai‘i Board on Geographic Names 

Permitted Interaction Group Report on Name Change 
Request from ʻĪao Stream to Wailuku River  

May 20, 2015 
 



2 Attachments

Joana,
Attached are results of Survey Monkey question on Maui Stream Name change.  I am sending the Excel  version of 
the responses instead of the one I gave Kamana’opono because IPP address are listed for each respondent. The 
Excel also lists IPP but they can be eliminated and I did so to see if we had repeat voters and we did.  You will notice 
that 66.135.239.89
answered 5 times and 72.253.117.185  responded 2 times.  They are all “yes” voters so the true number is actually 5 
less; however, the “yes” still stand in majority. If you post the responses, I would cut and paste the responses from 
the Excel sheet.  

Based on the responses received I recommend changing the name to Wailuku.

‘O wau,

Kalani Akana, Ph.D.
Pou Kukuna Moʻomeheu, Culture Specialist
Keʻena Kuleana Hawaiʻi (OHA)
Nā Lama Kukui
560 N. Nimitz, Keʻena 200
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi  96817
Kelepona: 5941844
Leka uila: kalania@oha.org
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Show climate change who wears the pants in this biosphere; refrain from printing this email.
hō‘emi – reduce, ho‘ohanahou – reuse, ho‘opō‘aiapuni – recycle

This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this 
message is not the intended recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering the message to the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is 
strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail or 
telephone, and return the original message. MAHALO.
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24.32% 9

21.62% 8

27.03% 10

45.95% 17

37.84% 14

Q1 What is your relationship to the
Wailuku/ʻĪao area?

Answered: 37 Skipped: 1

Total Respondents: 37  

My family has
ancestral ti...

I live in the
Wailuku/ʻĪao...

I live in the
Nā Wai ʻEhā...

I live on Maui.

Other
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Answer Choices Responses

My family has ancestral ties to the Wailuku/ʻĪao area.

I live in the Wailuku/ʻĪao area.

I live in the Nā Wai ʻEhā region (Waiehu, Waiheʻe, Waikapū, and Wailuku).

I live on Maui.

Other
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91.89% 34

8.11% 3

Q2 Should the currently used name "ʻĪao
Stream" be officially changed to the earlier

used name "Wailuku River?"
Answered: 37 Skipped: 1

Total 37

Yes

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answer Choices Responses

Yes

No
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Q3 If you'd like to offer an explanation of
your answer to question #2, please provide

your comment here.  (Optional)
Answered: 16 Skipped: 22
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Name Change Request - ʻĪao Stream to Wailuku River
OHA Survey Results

Date

Should the currently used name "ʻĪao 
Stream" be officially changed to the earlier 
used name "Wailuku River?"

If you'd like to offer an explanation of your answer to question #2, please provide your 
comment here.  (Optional)

05/18/2015 Yes it flows throughout wailuku and not just iao.
05/19/2015 Yes It is the right thing to do.  Do it now!
05/12/2015 Yes We are restoring the stream flow, it is only pono to restore its original name. Mālama Pono

05/18/2015 Yes
Redesignation will support cultural and water restoration efforts; If historically Wailuku is 
correct then it must be changed; Traditional names need to be brought back.

05/18/2015 Yes
to honor, respect, and preserve original Hawaiian place names and maintain consistency with 
the naming of the other streams of Na Wai 'Eha

05/14/2015 Yes

These places were given names by our ancestors whose culture thrived based on an oral 
legacy.  We know these names because they were known to us by our kupuna, just as their 
kupuna shared with them.  Again our Kupuna are teaching us these names,  it is our kuleana 
to listen.

05/12/2015 No

Maui is known for 'iao, the only pace in the world.  Wailuku is to common but I would like to 
see the stream name all in Hawaiian, something like wai 'iao instead of 'iao stream. Hapa 
haole words do not represent special places like these.

05/13/2015 Yes Because it is a river again.

05/20/2015 No
Iao Valley is a special place, teh priposed name change looses connection to the historical 
importance of Iao Valley

05/19/2015 Yes Pono

05/18/2015 Yes
It's important to keep the ID of our stream names to be consistent with the overall name Na 
Wai 'Eha...how can Iao be a part of it when all other streams contain the word "wai" in it

05/19/2015 Yes We should honor the original name of significant places in Hawaiʻi.
05/19/2015 Yes Na wai eha not na wai ekolu.
05/18/2015 Yes OHA Rocks

05/20/2015 No
I think it is more important to name the waterway in reference to its origin rather than its 
desitination

05/13/2015 Yes
It was traditional called Wailuku River, now that the wai has returned to the rive bed its time to 
return the wai to the name Wailuku

05/20/2015 Yes It makes total sense.

05/12/2015 Yes
It should be change back to its original name not what some foreigner changed it to. 
Foreigners always wants to change things



Dt: May 19, 2015 
 
To: Hawaiʻi Board on Geographic Names 
 
Fr: Renee Pualani Louis 
 Hawaiʻi Board on Geographic Names 
 Permitted Interaction Group 
 
Re: Permitted Interaction Group Report on place name change request from  

ʻIao Stream to Wailuku River 
 
 
I contacted HBGN Member Noenoe Silva to get the names of people she thought would 
want to make a statement regarding the name change.  She gave me three names, Kapā 
Oliveira, Kaleikoa Kaeo and Kahale Dukelow.  I sent the emails but did not hear back 
from any of them.  Since they are all teachers in the UH system, Kapā at UHM and 
Kaleikoa and Kahale at MCC, the timing of the request was not conducive to getting a 
response.  It was finals week. 
 
I wanted to make sure I contacted businesses that may be affected by the name change 
and emailed a request to the HTA but got no response.   
 
I asked Kekuhi if she knew anyone on Maui who would want to make a statement and 
she gave me two names, Hokulani Holt-Padilla and Kealiʻi Reichel.  Hōkūlani responded 
via email, see Attachment A, and forwarded the request to Kiʻope Raymond from MCC 
who left a voicemail, transcribed in Attachment A.  Both were asked if their names and 
statements could be transcribed for this report and both agreed.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
I know changing names can be a contentious issue especially when people have become 
familiar with a name and feel some form of connection to the place because of the name. 
However, based on the interaction I had with these two well-respected community 
members, I recommend changing the name to Wailuku River. It is also my 
recommendation that the current place names ʻIao Stream be maintained as a variant 
name for historical purposes so future generations have access to the historical record.  
 
 
  



Attachment A 
 
From: Hokulani Holt-Padilla  
Subject: RE: Maui place name help 
Date: May 12, 2015 at 4:10 PM 
To: Renee Louis  
Cc: Kealii 
 
Aloha Pua, 
 
Mahalo for reaching out to the Maui community to do this. I will be sending your request 
to a couple of others for their feedback or if they want to contact you directly. My basic 
mana’o is that it would be good to change the name back to Wailuku River. It is often 
common practice to take a river’s name from the valley that it feeds from. For that single 
reason I would recommend it be Wailuku River. In addition however, the valleys always 
known as Na Wai ‘Eha have been the reference to the four valleys of Waikapu, Wailuku, 
Waiehu, and Waihe’e. All of the other rivers take their names from the valleys that they 
come from and I believe therefore it should be Wailuku River. 
 
I’m sure you have done the historical research about when the name was changed, so that 
part I will leave up to you. Historical reference and use points to the river being named 
Wailuku River. I concur with it being changed back to Wailuku River. 
 
Mahalo, 
Hōkūlani 
 
 
----------- 
 
Aloha, 
 
My name is Kiʻope Raymond, I am faculty member at the University of Hawaiʻi Maui 
College. I am leaving a message for Renee Pualani Louis. Pualani it has come to my 
attention via Hōkūlani Holt that you are seeking to gather input from the Maui 
community regarding a request to change the ʻIao Stream to Wailuku River and Hōkūlani 
forwarded me your contact information and that is why I am leaving this message.  I am 
calling from XXX-XXXX  and I am absolutely in favor of the name change back to 
Wailuku. In essence what I am doing is supporting the request put forth by Hui o Nā Wai 
ʻEha to the board and I believe there is ample proof for the name going back to Wailuku 
and would be very much in favor of it. If you believe it would help for me to put 
something in writing, I would be happy to do so.  Please call me back to let me know if 
that is what you would like. Mahalo. 



 
May 18, 2015 

 
 
To:  Hawai‘i Board on Geographic Names 
 
From: Kamana‘o Mills, Chairman 
  Hawai‘i Board on Geographic Names 
  Permitted Interaction Group 
 
Subject: Permitted Interaction Group Report regarding request to 
Change the Name of ‘Ïao Stream to Wailuku River 
 
 
At the April 28, 2015 Hawai‘i Board on Geographic Names (Board) 
Meeting, a Permitted Interaction Group (Group) was appointed by 
the Board regarding a community request to propose a name change 
from ‘Ïao Stream to Wailuku River.  The members of the Group are 
Kamana‘o Mills, Kalani Akana, and Renee Louis. 
 
Community Consultation 
On May 11, 2015, the Maui News published an article (following the 
submittal of a DBEDT Press Release, and my telephone/email 
discussions with the Maui News) announcing the May 27, 2015 Board 
on Geographic Meeting to be held on Maui island.  Also published 
was the name, contact number, and email of Kamana‘o Mills to 
solicit input from the community. 
 
I have received one request to submit testimony.  Hinano 
Rodrigues, History and Culture Branch Chief of DLNR-State Historic 
Preservation Division. Testimony in support of the name change to 
Wailuku. 
 
Historical Review 
Nupepa.org 
“Kahawai o Wailuku” – 5 (1 – Maui, 4 – Hilo) 
“Kahawai o Iao” – 3 
 
Ka Hae Hawaii – October 1, 1856 
Nui loa ka la ma Maui nei aole nae maloo na kahawai: piha na 
kahawai o Lahaina, me Wailuku me Waikapu. Ma ka aina kula ka maloo 
loa. 
 
Ke Kumu Hawaii – May 9, 1838 
He kula na na wai eha, na Waihee, na Waiehu, na Wailuku, na 
Waikapu, na ka malu o ka ke kuawa, na ke keiki heepuewai ke kula, 
e nonoho ana i ke kahawai, e hoolohe ana i ke kani a ka pu; 
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Oliuliu o ke kula i ke ahiahi, hoomakaukau o ke kula i ke 
kakahiaka, o Haolua o ke kula i ke awakea, o Uniki o ke kula i ke 
kaulana la. E ui e ninau na hoa kula, o Levi o Isaaka o Kamaehukai 
na hoa kula ia. Olaweiki o ke kula ku oe; o na hoomahie a ke kula, 
o na hailuna a ko kula, o na aku ua mauamau a ke kula, o na akomo 
a ola ia ke kula, puka iwaho ke kula ike ole no makou kahi no ke 
kula ike; he kula maikai ke kula: he kula hanohano, he mea maikai 
loa no ke kula: He mea hoi ia e pono ai ko Hawaii nei, ke pono ka 
lakou hana. Na KALAMA. 
 
Ka Hae Hawaii – October 29, 1856 
Eia kekahi; pilikia na holoholona ma ia Apana i ka la, aole ai ma 
ke kula; make maoli kekahi. He wai no nae ma na kahawai o Waiheu, 
Wailuku, me Waikapu; nui ka wai; ma ke kulu maloo loa. Eia ka 
hewa, o ka poho o ia wai. He waiwai maoli ia wai no ka poe mahiai 
o ia mau aina, ke hana. Aole hana nui; he wahi kulo wale no; a ua 
pono ia; aole nae pono malaila wale no; o ka papappa, kulina, 
kope, ipu, uala kahiki. Ulu nui loa ke kope uia ka pa o Bele; nui 
ka hua; 8 pauna kope i loaa ma ke kumu hookahi ! He nui loa ia; 
aole paha hua nui kope, e like me keia ma na wahi e ae o Hawaii 
nei, o ke kanu ole ka hewa. Aole pono ia mau mea ma ia mau aina, 
aia a kaawale na holoholona, Paapu na kahawai o Wailuku, Waikapu, 
Waihee, i na lio, bipi kao, he naaupo loa keia. Heaha ka mea loaa 
ma ia mau holoholona? Aole. 
 
Nupepa Kuokoa – August 25, 1866 
i na hana a na keiki o ke Kanawai. He hihia keia i ulu ae no ka 
hoopaapaa ana no ka wai o ke kahawai o Iao. Ua hoole o Peki, aole 
kuleana o Bele iloko o ka wai: no ia mea, he minamina nui ko ka 
poe mahi ko o na Wai-eha no nei mea he wai. No ka nui o na mahi 
ko, ke hopo nei lakou o maloo ka aina. He hihia kaulana keia, a e 
lilo ana paha ka olelo hooholo a ka Lunakanawai ma kela mea i kumu 
alakai no na hihia o ia ano ke hooea mai mahope. 
 
Ka Lahui Hawaii – August 17, 1876 
Ma ka la Sabati, Iulai 30, ua kaa mai kekahi pohaku nui mai luna 
mai o ka pali, ma ka lalani pali o Waikapu, a i ke kahawai o Iao. 
Eia ka mea kapanaha, i ua pohaku nei i kaa mai ai a hiki i ka 
honua olalo he mau anana aku koe, hiki i ka puka o ka pa o 
Hoopilimeaai, kaa no ua pohaku nei, a naha ae la i na apana elua, 
o kekahi apana, haule iloko o ka loi kalo, a o kekahi apana hoi 
kaa no a komo malalo o ka puka komo o ka hale noho o Hoopilimeaai. 
Nani ke kupanaha. 
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Hawaii Holomua – January 25, 1893 
A nolaila, e nana hou kakou no kela pohaku ana i ike ai ua uhiia 
iho e kekahi mea maluna a paa. 
O ka inoa o keia pohaku o Kaiakoakoa, aia keia pohaku iwaenakonu o 
ke kahawai o Iao. A penei kahi moolelo o keia pohaku… 
 
 
Literature Review at DLNR – State Historic Preservation Division 
Upon review of various archaeological inventory surveys 
(Archaeological Services Hawai‘i, LLC, Xamanek Research, Scientific 
Consultant Services, etc.), the mention of the river/stream in 
Wailuku, or more accurately, the mention of Nā Wai Ehā, has 
consistently been referred to as Waihe‘e, Waikapü, Waiehu, and 
Wailuku as the four west Maui streams/rivers. 
 
Recommendation 
After review of the aforementioned, it is my opinion that the 
historical name of Wailuku River is more appropriate than ‘Ïao 
Stream.  Although there is a Wailuku River in Hilo, and one can 
assume that ‘Ïao stream was so named to differentiate between two 
separate rivers with the same name, such convenience should not 
outweigh the historic name of a place. 
 
Should you have any questions, concerns, or comments, please feel 
free to contact me.  Ph. 620-9508. 
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