HAWAII HEALTH AUTHORITY

Department of Budget and Finance

STATE OF HAWAII

Minutes of Meeting

  


Date: 
 
Tuesday, October 4, 2011
Places: 
Hawaii State Capitol (HSC)





Boards and Commissions Conference Room






Fourth Floor, Room 415

Honolulu, HI  96813

Akaku Main Office (AMO)
Room 104

333 Dairy Road






Kahului, HI  96732

I. Call Meeting to Order

The first Hawaii Health Authority meeting was called to order at 4:05 PM by Beth Giesting. Members attended meeting through videoconferencing in accordance to Section 92-3.5

HHA Members present: 

Nathan Chang (HSC) 

Ritabelle Fernandes (HSC) 

Rey Graulty (HSC) 

Stephen Kemble (AMO) 

S. Peter Kim (HSC)

Marion Poirier (HSC)

Wendie Schwab (AMO)

Jory Watland (HSC)

HHA Members absent:

None

Guests present: 

Beth Giesting (HSC), Governor’s Health Care Transformation Coordinator

Debbie Shimizu (HSC) Governor’s Legislative Liason 

Chelsea Okamoto (HSC) Intern to the Governor’s Policy Office
II. Introductions
Members and Guests introduced themselves and shared their experience in health care and their vision for Hawaii Health Authority
III. Governor’s Comments

Governor Neil Abercrombie was unable to attend the Hawaii Health Authority in order to rest for his upcoming China/Japan trip.  Debbie Shimizu shared that Governor Abercrombie would like Hawaii to return to be known as a “Health State” and would like to be one of President Obama’s success stories for the Affordable Care Act because it is intertwined with the Hawaii Health Authority’s goals.  She said she will try to arrange for him to attend a meeting in the future.

IV. History of Hawaii Health Authority
Jory Watland presented a brief history of Hawaii’s struggle with health care coverage and how the Hawaii Health Authority came to be. 
V. Governance
Election of Executive Director

Rey Graulty nominated Jory Watland to be considered for the Executive Director position.  No other nominations were declared.  Jory Watland was elected as Executive Director by a unanimous vote.

VI. Scheduling for Future Meetings

After discussion, it was decided that regular HHA meetings will be held on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month at 4:00 pm

VII. Staffing

It was announced that because the HHA does not currently have a budget, Debbie Shimizu’s intern, Chelsea Okamoto, will be helping to staff the board.  Jory Watland also suggested that other members should start to consider other people and resources that could be of help to the aims of HHA.
VIII. Sunshine Law Overview

Members of HHA were provided with copies of the Office of Information Practices’ ‘Guide to “The Sunshine Law” for State and County Boards’ and the ‘Guide to Hawaii’s Uniform Information Practices Act’

There was discussion on what is permissible interaction between board members, including email and telephone conversations.  It was decided that all members must email to a non-member of the board for distribution of materials to other members.
IX. Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 5:07 PM
