HAWAII HEALTH AUTHORITY
Department of Budget and Finance
STATE OF HAWAII

	Minutes of Meeting

  			Date: 	 	Monday, June 4, 2012

Places: 	John A. Burns School of Medicine
					University of Hawaii
					651 Ilalo Street
MEB Room 202
Honolulu, HI  96813

	
I. Call Meeting to Order
The Hawaii Health Authority meeting was called to order at 4:07 P.M. by Jory Watland.  

HHA Members present:
Rey Graulty			S. Peter Kim
Stephen Kemble		Marion Poirer
				Jory Watland
		
HHA Members absent:
		Nathan Chang	
		Ritabelle Fernandes	

II. Review of Meeting Minutes from May 7, 2012
Minutes were reviewed.  One change made on first line of section 4.  Stephen Kemble motioned to approve the minutes.  S. Peter Kim second the motion.  Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes (5-0).

III. Discussion with Director Patricia McManaman, Department of Human Services regarding State Medicaid
This item was tabled until July.

IV. Report on status of bills and resolutions from 2012 Legislative Session.
The appropriation was made to the Hawaii Health Authority and is to come out of the Governor’s office.  It is supposed to be released July 1, 2012.  Jory Watland mentioned that the other bills submitted by the Hawaii Health Authority did not make much progress.  Jory Watland proceeded to talk about the need for the Medicaid 1115 waiver in addition to the Prepaid Healthcare Act.  Stephen Kemble mentioned that Medicaid would need to be a program that physicians would want to participate in to be effective.  He stated that 2/3 of doctors have dropped out of Medicaid and the pot will need to be sweeter in order for them to come back to the program.  It would not only be raising fees that would bring them back to participate.  Doctors will need to believe and have trust in a program.  Jory Watland asked Stephen Kemble if Primary Care physicians were linked to a health center, why wouldn’t they participate?  The primary care centers will need to be expanded to cover the whole Medicaid population and with the expanded 300% FPL.  Stephen Kemble stated he does not want a two tier system.  Jory Watland stated that health centers will not distinguish between income, only based on geography.  Stephen Kemble and Marion Poirier argued that the perception of low quality of Medicaid is a barrier to accessing care for those who would qualify.  Stephen Kemble stated there will either need to be physicians on salary or by having private practices billing to one system.  He stated that North Carolina is similarly having a funding structure in which private doctors are billing into one system and we will need to decide what direction we will want to go to.  Stephen Kemble also stated that we should not rely and depend on federal funding in the future.  If the federal funding is available, we should definitely take part in it, but currently the future is uncertain for federal funding of programs.  Jory Watland mentioned that Pat McManaman would not be able to attend today’s meeting.  Stephen Kemble said that because we had the letter sent out, we can let them percolate on it.  Jory Watland wanted to look into accessing other state resources to help the Hawaii Health Authority.  There was continued discussion between members regarding the future of Hawaii and a universal plan.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rey Graulty mentioned that we needed to take a step back and asked “Where are we going to be a year from now, where are we going?” He stated that we are a creature of the legislature and we have had very little results.  He has concerns that we will have little cooperation with the Transformation council and they might shoo us away.  He said that we need legislative support in order to be effective.  We have key legislators who support us, but the Legislature seems to be unaware of our goals.  Rey Graulty suggests that we look at who were committee chairs from before and start meeting with people that will come back and start with these key players.  It was decided at the next meeting that there will be a legislative committee to be created and that members were to ruminate on the specifics for this committee. 

 VIII.  Adjournment
Meeting was adjourned at 5:17 PM.  The next meeting will be on June 18, 2012. 


