
HAWAII MEDICAL BOARD  
Professional and Vocational Licensing Division 

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
State of Hawaii 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
The agenda for this meeting was filed with the Office of the Lieutenant 
Governor, as required by Section 92-7(b), Hawaii Revised Statutes ("HRS"). 

 
Date:   Thursday, July 14, 2011 
 
Time:   1:00 p.m. 
 
Place:   King Kalakaua Conference Room 

  King Kalakaua Building 
  335 Merchant Street, 1st Floor 
  Honolulu, HI 96813 

 
Present:  Danny M. Takanishi, M.D., Chairperson, Oahu Member  

Gerald K. Akaka, M.D., Oahu Member 
Les Barrickman, D.O., Oahu Member 
Sharon Bintliff, M.D., Hawaii Member  
Peter C. Chin, M.D., Maui Member  
Brian E. Cody, Public Member 
Niraj S. Desai, M.D., Kauai Member  
Thomas S. Kosasa, M.D., Oahu Member   
Palasi Puletasi, Public Member 
Karen E. Sept, D.O., Oahu Member  
Carl K. Yorita, M.D., Oahu Member  
Shari Wong, Deputy Attorney General (“DAG”) 
Constance I. Cabral, Executive Officer 
Ahlani K. Quiogue, Executive Officer 
Wilma Balon, Secretary 

 
Call to   The meeting was called to order at 1:08 p.m. at which time quorum 
Order:   was established.  
 
The following agenda item was taken out of order. 
 
Chairperson’s Chair Takanishi welcomed the Board’s five new members:  Gerald  
Report: K. Akaka, M.D., Les Barrickman, D.O., Sharon Bintliff, M.D., Mr. Palasi 

Puletasi, and Karen E. Sept, D.O.  
  
Chair Takanishi presented an overview of the Board’s duties and 
responsibilities, including guidelines relating to the State’s Sunshine Law, 
Chapter 92, HRS.   
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Approval of the It was moved by Dr. Desai, seconded by Dr. Kosasa and unanimously 
June 9, 2011 carried to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2011 meeting as  
Minutes: circulated. 
 
Additions/ It was moved by Dr. Chin, seconded by Mr. Cody and unanimously  
Revisions to  carried to add “John A. Goetsch, EMT-P”, under applications.  
Agenda:   
 
Adjudicatory   Chair Takanishi called for a recess from the meeting at 1:50 p.m. to  
Matters: discuss and deliberate on the following adjudicatory matters pursuant to 

HRS Chapter 91.  
  

(a) Scott C. Russell, D.O.; MED-LIC-2007-2 
 
After discussion, it was moved by Dr. Chin, seconded by Dr. Desai 
and unanimously carried to deny Dr. Russell’s request to formally 
withdraw his application. 
 
(b) Andrew A. Fedder, M.D.; MED-2006-124-L 
 
After discussion, it was moved by Mr. Cody, seconded by Dr. Yorita 
and unanimously carried to accept and adopt the Hearings 
Officer’s Finding of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Recommended 
Order. 
 
Following the Board’s review, deliberation and decision in these matters 
pursuant to Chapter 91, HRS, Chair Takanishi announced that the Board 
reconvene to its regular Chapter 92, HRS, meeting at 2:33 p.m. 
 

Applications for a. Ratifications: 
License/ 
Certification:   (i) List 
 

It was moved by Dr. Chin, seconded by Dr. Barrickman and unanimously 
carried to ratify the attached lists of individuals for licensure or 
certification. 
 

Applications for b. Applications: 
License/ 
Certification  It was moved by Dr. Yorita, seconded by Dr. Sept, and  

unanimously carried to enter into executive session at 2:35 p.m. 
pursuant to Section 92-5(a)(1), HRS, to consider and evaluate 
personal information relating to individuals applying for professional 
license cited in Section 26-9, HRS, and pursuant to Section 92-
5(a)(4), HRS, to consult with the Board’s attorney on questions and 
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issues pertaining to the Board’s powers, duties, privileges, 
immunities and liabilities. 

     
   b. Applications: 

 
 Gregory W.C. Woo, M.D. 
 Claire M. Coco, M.D. 
 Joel Z. Cornfield, M.D. 
 Luis A. Garcia, M.D. 
 Ali Jamshidi, M.D. 
 Dong K. Kim, M.D. 
 Mark A. Knox, M.D. 
 Jeffrey G. Ojemann, M.D. 
 Ahoora Payam, M.D. 
 Edward M. Pong, M.D. 
 Vikram Raya, M.D. 
 Claude A. Sadovsky, M.D. 
 William J. Schermer, M.D. 
 Rita Shah, M.D. 
 Dat D. Tran, M.D. 
 Jason P. Veitengruber, M.D. 
 Uy Q. Vu, M.D. 
 Martha A. Wiedman, M.D. 

 Matthew Vanaken, EMT-B 
 John A. Goetsch, EMT-P 

 
c. Request for Reconsideration: 

 
(i) Myrna Lee, P.A. 

  
It was moved by Dr. Bintliff, seconded by Mr. Puletasi and 
unanimously carried to return to the open meeting at 4:06 p.m. 
 

Approval of the It was moved by Mr. Cody, seconded by Dr. Barrickman, and unanimously 
June 9, 2011 carried to approve the executive minutes of the June 9, 2011  
Executive Minutes: meeting as corrected. 
 

Dr. Chin left the meeting at 4:07 p.m. 
 

It was moved by Dr. Barrickman, seconded by Mr. Puletasi and 
unanimously carried (with the exception of Chair Takanishi who recused 
himself from Uy Q. Vu’s application) to approve the following applications: 

  
 Claire M. Coco, M.D. 
 Joel Z. Cornfield, M.D. 
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 Luis A. Garcia, M.D. 
 Ali Jamshidi, M.D. 
 Mark A. Knox, M.D. 
 Jeffrey G. Ojemann, M.D. 
 Ahoora Payam, M.D. 
 Edward M. Pong, M.D. 
 Vikram Raya, M.D. 
 William J. Schermer, M.D. 
 Dat D. Tran, M.D. 
 Jason P. Veitengruber, M.D. 
 Uy Q. Vu, M.D. 
 Martha A. Wiedman, M.D. 

 Matthew Vanaken, EMT-B 
 John A. Goetsch, EMT-P 
 

 Gregory W.C. Woo, M.D. 
 
Dr. Kosasa recused himself from discussion and decision making on 
this application.  
 
It was moved by Dr. Desai, seconded by Mr. Cody, and 
unanimously carried, with the exception of Dr. Kosasa who recused 
himself, to defer Dr. Woo’s application pending receipt of 
additional information and his personal appearance at a Board 
meeting.    

 
 Dong K. Kim, M.D. 
 

The Board reviewed and considered all of the records and files of 
Dr. Kim’s application and information received from him as well as 
other organizations.  After due consideration, it was moved by 
Chair Takanishi, seconded by Dr. Yorita and unanimously carried to 
defer Dr. Kim’s application pending further information and review. 
 

 Claude A. Sadovsky, M.D. 
  

It was moved by Dr. Sept and seconded by Chair Takanishi to deny Dr. 
Sadovsky’s application for licensure.  Drs. Sept and Bintliff voted in favor of 
the motion and Drs. Takanishi, Kosasa, Yorita, Barrickman, Desai, and 
Akaka, Mr. Cody and Mr. Puletasi voted in opposition.  The motion failed 
to carry.  
 
Discussion followed.  It was moved by Dr. Desai and seconded by Dr. 
Yorita to approve Dr. Sadovsky’s application for licensure.  Drs. Takanishi, 
Kosasa, Yorita, Barrickman, Desai, and Akaka, Mr. Cody voted in favor of 
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the motion and Drs. Bintliff, Sept and Mr. Puletasi voted in opposition.  The 
motion carried. 

 
 Rita Shah, M.D. 
 

The Board reviewed and considered all of the records and files of 
Dr. Shah’s application and information received from her as well as 
from other organizations. 
 
After due consideration of the information, it was moved by Chair 
Takanishi, seconded by Dr. Barrickman and unanimously carried to 
defer Dr. Shah’s application pending further information and 
review.   
 

Request for    
Reconsideration: Myrna Lee, P.A.  
 

The Board reviewed and considered all of the records and files of 
Ms. Lee’ s application and information received from her as well as 
from other organizations. 
 
After due consideration of the information, it was moved by Dr. 
Yorita, seconded by Dr. Sept and carried by a majority, with Drs. 
Desai and Kosasa opposing and Dr. Barrickman abstaining to deny 
Ms. Lee’s request for reconsideration and affirm its decision of 
February 10, 2011, which was to deny her application for licensure. 
  

New Business: a. Request for License:  Ali Yasser El Sergany, M.D.  
 

The Board reviewed a letter from Ali Yasser El Sergany, M.D., dated 
June 23, 2011, requesting that the Board grant him a Hawaii 
medical license based on his experience without completing an 
application for medical licensure.   
 
After due consideration of his request, the Board determined that it 
will provide a response to Dr. Ali Yasser El Sergany’s request if and 
when he submits an application for medical licensure. 
 
b. Rules Revisions 
 
Executive Officer Cabral advised the Board that further rule 
revisions are needed in the area of ambulance personnel.   This is 
because national standards with regards to education, training 
and scope of practice are being established. 
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