
    
     

MOTOR VEHICLE INDUSTRY LICENSING BOARD 
Professional and Vocational Licensing Division 

Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
State of Hawaii 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING  

 
The agenda for this meeting was filed with the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, 
as required by §92-7(b), Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS). 

 
Date:   Tuesday, August 16, 2011 
Time:   9:00 a.m. 
Place:   Queen Liliuokalani Conference Room 

King Kalakaua Building 
335 Merchant Street, 1st Floor 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96813 
 

Present:  Werner Umbhau, Public Member, Chairperson 
Thomas Nakama, Industry Member, Vice-Chairperson 

   Russell Y. J. Chung, Public Member 
   Carl D. Johnsen, Public Member 
   Stan Masamitsu, Industry Member 
   Dennis Short, Industry Member 

Donald Touchi, Public Member 
Christine Rutkowski, Executive Officer 
Rodney J. Tam, Deputy Attorney General 

   Alice Worthy, Secretary 
 
Guests: Vincent Song, Cherry Motors 
 Dave Rolf, HADA 
 
Call to Order: Chairperson Umbhau called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m., at which 

time quorum was established. 
 
Election of After discussion, it was moved by Mr. Touchi, seconded by Mr. Chung 
Officers: and unanimously carried to keep the current officers.  Both Mr. Umbhau 
 and Mr. Nakama agreed to continue in their roles as Chairperson and 
 Vice-Chairperson, respectively. 
 
Welcome New Chairperson Umbhau welcomed new public member Carl Johnsen. 
Board Member: Members and staff introduced themselves and welcomed Mr. Johnsen. 
 
Additions/Revisions     
to Agenda: None. 
 
Approval of Minutes Approval of the June 21, 2011 meeting minutes was deferred  
of Previous Meeting: until the next meeting. 
 
Chair’s Report: None. 
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Executive Officer’s Office of Information Practice – None. 
Report:  
 Hawaii State Ethics Commission – None. 
    

Other 
The Executive Officer stated that the October 18, 2011 meeting needed 
to be rescheduled and asked members to check their calendars for their 
availability.  It was moved by Mr. Masamitsu, seconded by Mr. Johnsen, 
and unanimously carried to reschedule the October 18, 2011 meeting to 
October 25, 2011. 
 

 At 9:16 a.m., it was moved by Mr. Short, seconded by Mr. Chung, and 
unanimously carried to enter into Executive Session to consider and 
evaluate personal information relating to the individual applying for 
licensure in accordance with Chapter 92-5(a) (1), and to consult with the 
Board’s attorney on questions and issues pertaining to the Board’s 
powers, duties, privileges, immunities, and liabilities in accordance with 
Chapter 92-5(a) (4), Hawaii Revised Statutes. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Vinnie’s Group LLC dba Cherry Motors – Motor Vehicle Dealer 
 

Mr. Vincent Song appeared before the Board during Executive Session. 
 

At 9:27 a.m., it was moved by Mr. Short, seconded by Mr. Chung, and 
unanimously carried to return to the Board’s regular order of business. 

 
Chapter 91, HRS The Chairperson called for a recess from the meeting at 9:27 a.m. to 
Adjudicatory deliberate on the following adjudicatory matter, pursuant to Hawaii 
Matters: Revised Statutes (“HRS”) Chapter 91. 

 
 In the Matter of the Motor Vehicle Dealer’s License of J.P. 

AUTOMOBILES, INC., dba PFLUEGER HONDA, Respondent; 
 MVI-2010-89-L – Settlement Agreement Prior to Filing of Petition for 

Disciplinary Action and Board’s Final Order 
 
 Deputy Attorney General Tam summarized the above matter and a brief 

discussion followed. 
 
 After discussion, it was moved by Mr. Touchi, seconded by 
 Mr. Masamitsu, and unanimously carried to approve the settlement 

agreement in which: 
  

1. Respondent does not admit to violating any law or rule.  Respondent 
enters into this settlement strictly as a compromise and in order to 
conserve on the expense of proceeding with an administrative hearing. 

 
2. Respondent agrees to pay an administrative fine in the amount of 

Twelve Thousand Five Hundred and No/100 Dollars ($12,500.00). 



Motor Vehicle Industry Licensing Board 
Minutes of the August 16, 2011 Meeting 
Page 3 
 
 
 3. If Respondent fails to comply with any term of the Settlement 

Agreement, Respondent’s license shall be automatically revoked 
upon RICO’s filing of an affidavit with the Board attesting to such 
failure.  In case of such revocation, Respondent shall turn in all indicia 
of the license to the Executive Officer of the Board within ten (10) 
days after receipt of notice of the revocation.  In case of such 
revocation, Respondent understands Respondent cannot apply for a 
new license until the expiration of at least five (5) years after the 
effective date of the revocation.  Respondent understands that if  

 Respondent desires to become licensed again, Respondent must 
 apply to the Board for a new license pursuant to and subject to 
 HRS §§ 92-17, 436B-21, and all other applicable laws and rules in 
 effect at the time. 

 
Licensing: Ratifications 
    
   Motor Vehicle Salespersons Transfers 
   Motor Vehicle Salespersons License 

Motor Vehicle Dealer Relocation License 
Motor Vehicle Dealers License 
Motor Vehicle Manufacturer License 
Motor Vehicle Distributor License 
Motor Vehicle Auction  
Motor Vehicle Consumer Consultant 
 
Upon a motion by Mr. Chung, seconded by Mr. Touchi, it was 
unanimously carried to ratify the above lists for the licenses sought  
(as attached). 
 
Applications 

 
 Vinnie’s Group LLC dba Cherry Motors 
 
 Board members reviewed applicant’s application for relocation of its 

dealership.  Applicant is relocating from Keeaumoku Street to Kuhio 
Avenue.  Vincent Song stated that the move is due to the increase in the 
motor vehicle rental business and the need for additional space to 
accommodate the vehicles. 

 
 Mr. Song explained that he rents and sells motor vehicles.  The issue of 

concern is the 3 display stalls requirement.  Applicant currently has one 
stall, and proposes to rent 2 additional stalls in order to fulfill the 
requirement. 

 
 After some discussion, it was moved by Mr. Short, seconded by 
 Mr. Nakama, and unanimously carried to direct applicant to submit copies 

of executed contracts for two parking stalls that applicant will have access 
to 24 hours/day.  The contracts shall be for a period of at least one year,  
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