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 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
 

REAL PROPERTY APPRAISER IV 
 
 
Duties Summary: 
 

Appraises real property for acquisition, disposition, or tax 
assessment purposes and/or assists in the review and analysis of 
appraisal reports made by fee or staff appraisers; and performs 
other duties as required. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 

This class is characterized by the independent conduct of 
appraisals of all categories of real property including income 
producing properties, partial takings, severance damages, 
benefits special purpose properties and other complex types.  
Difficult appraisals due to a greater range of difference between 
properties, unique features and lack of adequate data are 
involved. 
 

At this level, an appraiser is responsible for valuating 
properties which present a variety of problems in terms of size, 
complexity, diversity, lack of comparable data and/or valuation 
methods required. 
 

The Real Property Appraiser IV receives only general 
supervision, i.e., he receives assignments without detailed 
instructions and is expected to carry them through to completion 
with substantial independence.  Work assignments are often 
planned by discussion between the appraiser and his supervisor.  
The appraiser works from an oral or written statement as to the 
general objectives and any limiting factors such as times funds, 
personnel, etc.  He is held responsible for planning, organizing 
scheduling and completing the assigned work.  His completed work 
is given a final review for soundness of conclusions reached and 
for compliance with agency appraisal instructions and procedures, 
but his valuation conclusions and recommendations are usually 
accepted as submitted. 
 

In those situations where fee appraisers are used 
extensively, the Real Property Appraiser IV may make the final 
agency review and approve appraisal reports submitted by fee 
appraisers, subject only to spot check by the supervisor.  In 
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those situations where the appraiser makes the property appraisal 
himself, his recommendations are submitted to a reviewing 
appraiser or supervisor for review and approval but his estimates 
of property value are usually accepted by the reviewing appraiser 
or  supervisor, and are used in the decision making by personnel 
in other related programs. 
 

At this level and above, appraisers are responsible for 
serving as expert witnesses in court or chambers on behalf of the 
State and in opposition to capable private appraisers retained to 
represent property holders or other local interests. 
 
Examples of Duties: 
 

The following are typical of appraisal assignments at this 
level: 
 

Agricultural properties where the value cannot be clearly 
established by direct comparison.  Such appraisals require 
consideration of the productive value of the land, and analysis 
of the farm enterprise on a capitalization basis, and may well 
include the summation method of valuating improvements.  For 
example, in appraising the value of a right-of-way through a 
farm, or any comparable limitation of use by partial taking, 
interference with the normal highest and best use of the 
remainder must be determined, and the value of the farm before 
and after the taking must be estimated and applied to valuating 
the severance damage. 

 
Residential developments, projects or subdivisions involving 

a number of single and multiple unit dwellings on which 
simultaneous appraisal of value must be established.  Typically, 
these are not yet constructed or are in varying stages of 
completion.  The appraiser has no directly comparable sales data 
available and must consider construction costs, the probable 
effects on value of the location, layout and spacing of the unit, 
the utilities and access provided, elevation, topography drainage 
and gradients, and other aspects of the development in terms of 
probable market or rental value of the completed project.  Due to 
the multiplicity and complexity of factors involved, the 
appraiser must select the best appraisal method or combination of 
methods to achieve effective results.  Incumbents of these 
positions may conduct, or supervise the conduct of economic 
surveys and collection of market data to determine the acceptance 
of sites for subdivision development. 
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Moderately large and valuable commercial properties for which 
direct or indirect comparison data are available but where 
establishing a valuation requires application of the 
capitalization approach and taking into account such complicating 
factors as special purpose equipment and machinery and important 
considerations of operating costs.  Tracts of improved and 
unimproved land which include a wide diversity of property types. 
These may be sites for urban renewal projects, power development 
projects, wildlife refuges or fish hatcheries, flood control dam 
sites, highway right-of-way acquisitions etc., and typically 
include a variety of dwellings, farm, properties and land areas 
as well as special purpose properties such as schools, churches, 
cemeteries etc. 

 
In addition to appraising properties of the type described 

above, Real Property Appraisers IV may also make "double-check" 
reviews of valuations recommended by both fee and agency 
appraisers on properties such as those described above, or they 
may make fully responsible reviews of valuations made by Real 
Property Appraisers of lower level. 

 
In cases where lower grade appraisers assist by making 

appraisals of units of property included in a large project, the 
Real Property Appraiser IV compiles and consolidates their 
reports into his completed project appraisal report. 
 

The Real Property Appraiser IV may on occasion be assigned 
appraisals which offer no apparent technical appraisal problems 
but where, because the properties involved are the subject of 
intense local interest, have considerable influence on the 
progress or impediment of the agency's program in the community 
or areas. 

 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 

Knowledge of:  A thorough knowledge of principles and 
practices of appraising real property for acquisition, 
disposition or tax assessment purposes, sources of appraisal 
data; mathematics; report writing; pertinent laws, precedent 
decisions and agency instructions. 
 

Ability to:  Perform all categories of real property 
appraisal work; gather, organize and analyze data on sales, 
leases and other factors, make sound conclusions and estimates 
based on facts; make arithmetic computations; prepare appraisal 
reports and compile data, maps, sketches and other materials; 
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read maps, building plans and specifications and other materials; 
meet and deal effectively with property owners and others; serve 
as expert witness in condemnation proceedings; assign, review and 
correlate the work of other appraisers as assigned. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 7/21/66  
  (Mrs.) EDNA TAVARES TAUFAASAU 

Director of Personnel Services 
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