
PART I DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL SERVICES 2.858 
 STATE OF HAWAII 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
 
 ALTERNATE ENERGY SPECIALIST 
 
 
Duties Summary: 
 

Conducts analyses of existing and proposed alternate energy 
programs and projects and makes recommendations on programs which 
represent the most effective allocation of research and 
development, operating and CIP funds; conducts studies relating 
to social, economic and environmental impacts of energy policies, 
programs and projects and recommends actions to identify and 
ameliorate potential adverse impacts; conducts the planning, 
development and implementation of alternate energy demonstration 
and commercialization programs and projects; serves as 
departmental representative for major projects in which the 
department has a primary or active interest; and performs other 
related duties as assigned. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 

This class reflects responsibility for participating in 
planning, developing and coordinating programs and activities 
relating to alternate energy development in Hawaii.  A position 
in this class serves as a resource person in two or more major 
areas of alternate energy development (e.g., wind, solar, 
biomass, hydropower, and geothermal) and frequently deals with 
unprecedented and controversial matters.  Positions work under 
the general supervision of the head of the Alternate Energy 
Branch of the Energy Division and are delegated considerable 
independence in solving problems and in dealing with various 
representatives and officials of other agencies and 
organizations. 
 
Examples of Duties: 
 

Conducts technical studies on alternate energy development 
and cost/benefit analysis of programs and projects; prepares 
written and oral reports on status, progress and economic 
feasibility of projects; makes recommendations on resource 
allocations and priorities for Hawaii's programs; prepares 
studies relating to the social, economic and environmental impact 
of energy policies, programs and projects; recommends actions to 
identify, deal with and to ameliorate potential adverse impacts; 
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seeks out federal as well as private funding sources to carry out 
program activities and services and prepares grant proposals; 
meets with organizations in the public and private sectors 
interested in undertaking demonstration projects or in 
commercialization of alternate energy resources; participates in 
the formulation of project plans and budgets; develops work 
plans, work schedules and milestones to be established in 
implementing programs and projects; initiates actions to obtain 
use of State research and development, CIP, or operating funds; 
identifies types of contractual resources needed and negotiates 
preliminary agreements with consultants and contractors; works 
closely with attorneys and administrative personnel to draft 
documents and agreement necessary to ensure project objectives 
can be met and that the State's interests are protected; 
administers contracts for planning and research, site acquisition 
and improvements, design and construction of facilities, 
equipment purchase and other services essential for the program 
or project; serves as project manager with responsibility for 
coordinating activities for alternate energy demonstration and 
commercialization projects in which the department is the lead 
agency, or is a member of the joint venture or development group; 
recommends the appointment of key personnel to serve as members 
of task forces or development groups; prepares progress reports 
and evaluation of program or project accomplishments; oversees 
publication of findings and recommendations of program or 
projects; drafts proposed legislation needed in promoting or 
enhancing the commercialization of alternate energy in Hawaii; 
reviews and analyzes bills and resolutions being considered by 
the Legislature and drafts testimony; may attend legislative 
hearings to testify as resource person; reviews, analyzes and 
reports findings and recommendations on CIP allotment requests 
submitted by State and County agencies dealing with specific 
energy projects; speaks before groups interested in energy 
development; arranges and conducts meetings, workshops and 
conferences dealing with energy development, demonstration or 
commercialization; prepares reports and correspondence. 
 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 

Knowledge of:  Technology of alternate energy resources; 
research methodology; sources of information on alternate energy 
development; report writing; public relations. 
 

Ability to:  Plan and conduct studies relating to energy 
development issues and problems; evaluate and analyze facts and 
develop sound conclusions and recommendations; coordinate the 
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work of project team members; communicate effectively orally and 
in writing; speak before groups; develop and maintain effective 
working relationships with others; monitor and administer 
contracts. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

This is the first specification for the new class ALTERNATE 
ENERGY SPECIALIST. 
 
 
Effective date: February 15, 1983 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: 2/15/1983 /s/  Donald Botelho 
  DONALD BOTELHO 

Director of Personnel Services 
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