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  Class Specification 
   for the Class: 
 
  MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNICIAN 
 
Duties Summary: 
 

Performs all standard medical laboratory tests and examinations for use in the 
detection, diagnosis, and treatment of diseases; utilizes quality control programs; 
performs routine instrument maintenance; prepares and maintains detailed and 
accurate records and reports of tests and inventories; and performs other duties as 
required. 

 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 

This class involves responsibility for the independent conduct of all standard tests 
in an up-to-date clinical (medical) laboratory.  Testing involves the meticulous 
performance of a number of sequential steps, the close discrimination of similar items, 
and the correction of errors through the use of pre-set strategies.  A position in this 
class is expected to be able to recognize problems, identify direct causes (technical and 
instrumental) and make simple corrections.  For confirmation of results, knowledge of 
more than one test within each specialty area is expected.  Quality control programs are 
utilized and maintained within predetermined parameters. 

 
Work in this class requires specialized knowledge, abilities and skills in 

medical laboratory techniques and equipment typically acquired through a formal 
medical laboratory technician educational program and evidenced through 
formal licensure as a Clinical Laboratory Technician by the State Department of 
Health.  In addition to knowledge of well established and accepted laboratory 
practices acquired through education and/or training, predetermined criteria for 
decision-making which anticipates problems and specifies alternatives should be 
available in the form of policies and procedures, laboratory manuals, 
instructions, and guides.  In the absence of such and in problem or unusual 
cases, the supervisor is consulted.  Moreover, the technical work performed by a 
position in this class is subordinated and subject to the direction and review of a 
professional laboratory specialist such as a Medical Technologist or Pathologist. 

 
An incumbent in this class is independently responsible for his own work and 

may supervise lower level support personnel as assigned.  Teaching responsibilities are 
limited to demonstrations of routine procedures.  Personal contacts with patients (e.g., 
to collect specimens) and other hospital personnel are inherent in the work functions. 
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Examples of Duties: 
 

Performs a variety of standard tests in one or more areas of laboratory work such 
as hematology, blood banking, microbiology, serology, histology, chemistry and 
urinalysis; performs a battery of urinalysis to include microscopic examination; performs 
complete blood count to include differential and reticulocyte and platelet counts; 
performs routine chemistries; performs routine cultures and reads and records results of 
sensitivity testing; examines plates for growth and identifies common pathogens; 
prepares and screens stool concentrations for ova and parasites; prepares specimens 
for tuberculosis and fungus studies, including smears and culturing of concentrates; 
performs blood typing, ABO group and RH, and antibody screen; operates and 
maintains automatic chemistry instruments, automatic hematology instruments, 
coagulation instruments, specific gravity refractometer, autodilutors and rotators; may 
assist with bone marrow aspirations and prepares and uses special stains; performs 
venipuncture work utilizing knowledge of specimen amount and type required for 
various analytical test requests; maintains accurate records and uses recording systems 
to check supply inventories and calculates quality control figures; may supervise lower 
level workers as assigned. 

 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 

Knowledge of:  Specific techniques and instruments relative to medical laboratory 
testing practices; basic chemistry and biology. 

 
Ability to:  Perform tests of an exacting nature involving a number of meticulous 

sequential steps; recognize problems, identify factors which directly affect procedures 
and results and make corrections; make mathematical calculations; operate and 
maintain various common laboratory equipment and instruments; keep accurate records 
and prepares reports; follow oral and written instructions; deal effectively with patients 
and hospital staff. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

This is the first specification for the new class MEDICAL LABORATORY 
TECHNICIAN. 

 
 
 

DATE APPROVED: 12/5/79  /s/ Wayne J Yamasaki 
   for JAMES H. TAKUSHI 
   Director of Personnel Services 
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