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   Class Specification 
   for the 
 

HORTICULTURIST SERIES 
 

Series Definition: 
 
 This series includes all positions of which are involved in the agricultural and 
chemical analysis and treatment of landscaped grounds.  Such work involves the initial 
survey of grounds needs, application of knowledge of the agricultural and chemical 
sciences, and recommendation for treatment. 
 
 Inherent in this class is a on-going review of literature and agricultural 
development related to this area and the conduct of research to improve the use of 
chemical and application techniques to the treatment of landscaped areas.  Also 
inherent in the work is the recommendation and implementation of planting, propagation 
and control of vegetation on State grounds and the safe use of chemicals. 
 
 Levels in this series are differentiated by the extent of professional 
accomplishment in the utilization of agricultural and chemical sciences and the 
independence of action in the recommendation of grounds chemical treatment. 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: 4/28/1969  /s/  David K. Trask, Jr. 

  for  (Mrs.) EDNA TAVARES TAUFAASAU 
Director of Personnel Services 

 
 
 

   HORTICULTURIST II 5.775 
 
Duties Summary: 
 
 Performs standard application of chemicals for the maintenance and 
improvement of landscaped areas; supervises and participates in the preparation and 
application of chemicals; and performs other duties as required. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 This is the entry level in the Horticulturist series.  The emphasis of this class is on 
the application of the agricultural sciences and the development of the incumbent to the 
full range of duties evidenced at the next higher level.  Work performed involves routine 
application of common agricultural chemicals for the treatment of identifiable grounds 
maintenance problems on landscaped areas.  Training is accomplished through the 
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correlation of problems such as deficient disease, insect, weed and fertilization 
conditions common to landscaped grounds, arising from actual work situations with 
consultation from professional personnel, and information available from technical 
resources and publications.  Work is under general supervision. 
 
Examples of Duties: 
 
 Conducts the safe application of agricultural chemicals to landscaped areas on 
public grounds by identifying common deficient plant-life conditions; recommends 
planting of a variety of shrubs, grasses, trees, etc., after consulting with resource 
personnel as to the advantages or suitability of new or different varieties; studies the 
usage of new or recently developed agricultural chemicals for safe use on grounds; 
reviews technical literature on the usage of chemicals for improving lawns, shrubs and 
trees; schedules work, supervises an assigned crew and others, and participates in the 
preparation and application of chemical treatments; checks equipment, oversees safe 
practices, and operates a pickup truck; keeps records of labor, chemicals and 
equipment used, and prepares reports. 
 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 
 Knowledge of:  Agricultural practices; basic chemistry, horticulture, entomology, 
soil and related sciences appropriate to the work. 
 
 Ability to:  Identify common deficient plant-life conditions and conduct treatment; 
develop knowledge of horticulture as it applies to landscape grounds; maintain 
operational records; deal effectively with others; assign and review the work of others. 
 
 
   HORTICULTURIST III 5.777 
 
Duties Summary: 
 
 Plans and recommends chemical treatment activities for the maintenance and 
improvement of landscaped areas; supervises and participates in the preparation and 
application of chemicals; and performs other duties as required. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 This class reflects immediate responsibility for planning and implementing 
chemical treatment activities to improve lawns, shrubs and trees in the civic center 
complex and other landscape areas under the jurisdiction of the State Comptroller.  
Planning is based on the inspection and analyses of conditions, and the selection and 
testing of chemicals and method of application.  Chemical treatment activities are 
subject to the review of a superior having overall responsibility for the maintenance and 
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beautification of landscaped areas, and the implementation of activities includes 
organizing and scheduling work, overseeing and participating in preparing and applying 
chemicals, and evaluating results. 
 
Examples of Duties: 
 
 Surveys the maintenance needs of landscaped areas and conducts special 
studies; consults with university and other plant experts and commercial chemical 
representatives; reviews technical literature on the usage of chemicals for improving 
lawns, shrubs and trees; plans and recommends comprehensive chemical treatment for 
the control of weeds, plant diseases and insect infestation, and the fertilization of lawns, 
shrubs and trees; establishes procedures and techniques, and selects and obtains 
chemicals; applies chemicals to test plots to evaluate effectiveness of chemicals and 
procedures; schedules work, and supervises an assigned crew and others, and 
participates in the preparation and application of chemical treatments; checks 
equipment, oversees safe practices and operates a pickup truck; checks treated areas 
for the effectiveness of chemical application; keeps records of labor, chemicals and 
equipment used, and prepares reports. 
 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 
 Knowledge of:  Principles and practices of horticulture; plant diseases and pests 
common to landscaped areas, and methods for controlling them; the safe use, basic 
composition and effect of agricultural chemicals such as herbicides, insecticides and 
fungicides; methods of soil conditioning including the use of chemical fertilizers; growth 
habits of the common varieties of plant life found locally in landscaped areas. 
 
 Ability to:  Identify and analyze plant life, rainfall, soil, and insect infestation 
conditions and prescribe appropriate chemical applications; relate current developments 
in the use of agricultural chemicals to grounds chemical treatment activities; maintain 
operational records; deal effectively with others; assign and review the work of others. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 This is a change in title to the class HORTICULTURIST, approved April 24, 1967.  
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