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 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
 

AIRPORT FIREFIGHTER 
 
 
Duties Summary: 
 
 As a crew member, fights aircraft crash fires and rescues 
the injured and other occupants of aircraft; checks airport 
facilities for fire safety and fights building fires, including 
rescue; stays on standby detail on crash trucks during emergency 
landings and other situations; and performs other related duties 
as assigned. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 This class reflects the fully competent level of work 
performance in both aircraft crash and structural firefighting 
and rescue.  While higher level staff are in charge in emergency 
situations, the incumbents of positions in this class carry out 
assignments in accordance with established operating practices 
and procedures, as well as general directions. 
 
Examples of Duties:  (Positions may not be assigned all of the 
duties listed, nor do the examples necessarily include all the 
duties that may be assigned.  The omission of specific statements 
does not preclude management from assigning such duties if such 
duties are a logical assignment for the position.  The 
classification of a position should not be based solely on the 
examples of duties performed.) 
 
 Responds to fire alarms and other calls resulting from 
aircraft crashes and other operational emergencies; drives 
firefighting equipment in the absence of the equipment operator; 
pulls out hose lines, operates nozzles, and sprays a stream of 
water or foam; operates equipment such as turrets and  handlines 
to control or extinguish fire and protect rescuers entering 
aircraft or buildings; as a rescue worker, enters crashed and/or 
burning aircraft under a curtain of agent to rescue occupants; 
uses tools such as axes, saws, drills and other forcible entry 
tools to cut openings into aircraft or buildings to rescue 
occupants; operates or deactivates hatch or canopy release 
mechanisms, oxygen supply systems, etc., and sometimes uses 
special tools developed for the particular mechanism; shuts off 
switches to batteries, fuel and magneto; cuts off battery cables 
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or fuel lines if necessary; performs standby duty during 
emergency landings, aircraft fueling and defueling, engine 
maintenance and testing, welding, etc.; performs salvage and 
clean up work when fire is under control; washes, polishes and 
services firefighting and rescue apparatus and equipment; attends 
drills and refresher courses in firefighting and rescue methods, 
first aid, use of aircraft crash firefighting and rescue 
equipment and tools, departmental/divisional policies and 
procedures, and fire codes, regulations and laws; performs fire 
prevention inspections of airport facilities and points out 
hazardous conditions and practices for corrective action; refers 
noncompliance of fire prevention recommendations to superiors;  
operates communications equipment to receive and transmit 
messages; and cleans and maintains station living and working 
facilities and grounds. 
 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 
 Knowledge of:  Aircraft crash and structural firefighting 
and rescue techniques, methods and procedures; physical 
configuration of a variety of aircraft, and the operational 
characteristics of associated systems and mechanisms; aircraft 
crash firefighting vehicles and equipment; special tools used in 
aircraft firefighting; use of special safety equipment such as 
self-contained breathing apparatus, heat protective clothing, 
etc.; basic fire protection inspection techniques and procedures; 
and basic first aid. 
 
 Ability to:  Apply aircraft crash and structural 
firefighting and rescue principles, practices, techniques, tools 
and equipment to actual situations; ability to operate motorized 
equipment; perform arduous work under adverse conditions; act 
quickly and effectively in emergencies; maintain physical fitness 
pertinent to the work; understand and follow oral and written 
instructions; and get along well with others.  
  
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  This reflects a change in title (per Circular 94-3) for 
the class AIRPORT FIREFIGHTER II, which was approved on  
September 17, 1974. 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: __8/31/94___ ________ /s/Ann K. Kon______   
     for  SHARON Y. MIYASHIRO 
   Director of Human Resources Development 
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