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 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
  

AIRPORT FIRE EQUIPMENT OPERATOR 
(AIRPORT FIRE EQUIPMENT OPTR) 

 
Duties Summary: 
 

Operates and maintains all types of aircraft crash rescue vehicles; drives major 
firefighting equipment to the scene of a crash fire, or other emergency and operates 
foam generators, ground sweeper, and other similar equipment; participates in fire 
safety prevention inspections of airport facilities; and performs other duties as required. 

 
Distinguishing-Characteristics: 
 

This class primarily involves responsibility for the operation and maintenance of 
major crash firefighting equipment such as 3000 gallon crash fire rescue trucks and 
1500 gallon crash fire rescue trucks, as well as other equipment such as 500 gallon 
quick response truck, tank trucks, etc. 

 
Examples of Duties: 
 

Drives major crash firefighting vehicle to scene of crash or fire or during standby 
operations; in crash fires, maneuvers vehicles as close as possible to the fire while 
ensuring that vehicle can be immediately repositioned in the event a backflash occurs; 
warns firefighters when water tanks are running low; operates controls of crash 
firefighting vehicle apparatus; operates other equipment in the fire station; performs 
daily preventive maintenance inspection of vehicles and equipment; performs minor 
maintenance such as oil changes, draining and flushing tanks to ensure that equipment 
is in usable condition; reports to superior any need for supplies, major maintenance or 
repair work; assists in training firefighters and volunteers in the skill of driving firefighting 
vehicles and operating the equipment; performs standby detail on crash trucks during 
emergency landing and other standby occasions; may perform other equipment 
operation and rescue work; performs salvage and cleanup work when fire is under 
control; washes, polishes and services firefighting and rescue apparatus and 
equipment; attends drills and refresher courses in crash firefighting and rescue 
methods, first aid, use of crash firefighting and rescue equipment and tools, 
departmental/divisional policies and procedures, and fire codes, regulations and laws; 
participates in fire prevention inspections of airport facilities; points out hazardous 
conditions and practices for corrective action; refers noncompliance of fire preventive 
recommendations to superiors; operates communication equipment to receive and 
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transmit messages; and cleans and maintains station living and working facilities and 
grounds. 
 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 

Knowledge of:  Characteristics, range and effectiveness of extinguishing agents; 
operational capabilities of aircraft firefighting apparatus; practical knowledge of the 
principles of hydraulics as they pertain to water flow, friction loss, etc.; basic mechanics 
of pumping equipment; in addition to knowledge required of positions in the Airport 
Firefighter II class. 

 
Ability to:  Drive and operate heavy motorized equipment skillfully and safely; 

analyze firefighting and emergency situations and adopt an effective course of action; 
perform arduous work under adverse conditions; maintain pertinent physical fitness; 
read and understand simple technical material; understand and follow oral and written 
instructions; and direct the work of others as necessary. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 This is an amendment to the specification for the class AIRPORT FIRE 
EQUIPMENT OPERATOR which was approved on September 17, 1974. 
 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: 8/24/1977  /s/ Wayne J. Yamasaki 
   for  DONALD BOTELHO 
   Director of Personnel Services 
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