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 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
 

AIRPORT FIRE CAPTAIN 
 
 
Duties Summary: 
 
 Serves as a working supervisor over a firefighting crew and 
commands a shift of crash fire rescue and readiness operations at 
a neighbor island airport in the absence of the Airport Fire 
Commander; and performs other related duties as assigned. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 A position in this class supervises and participates in the 
activities of a crash firefighting crew and is in full charge of 
all activities, personnel and equipment at a principal neighbor 
island airport during the periods the Airport Fire Commander is 
not on duty or available. 
 
 Crash fire rescue operations at principal neighbor island 
airports are on a 24-hour, 7-day week basis with crews assigned 
to 24-hour shifts.  However, the Airport Fire Commander which 
heads each overall unit is on duty a regular 8-hour day, 5-day 
week schedule.  Due to the foregoing work schedule differences, 
the positions in this class of Airport Fire Captain assume during 
a major portion of a weekday shift, weekends and other times the 
responsibilities of the Airport Fire Commander, including taking 
total control and coordination of a fire or emergency situation 
until relieved by higher authority, supervising the preparation 
of reports and handling all shift personnel problems.  As shift 
supervisors, the positions also assist the Airport Fire Commander 
in developing and establishing training objectives, programs and 
schedules for the overall unit and assist in preparing for 
training sessions, recommend changes to policies and procedures 
as needed and provide other related administrative assistance. 
 
Examples of Duties:  (Positions may not be assigned all of the 
duties listed, nor do the examples necessarily include all the 
duties that may be assigned.  The omission of specific statements 
does not preclude management from assigning such duties if such 
duties are a logical assignment for the position.  The 
classification of a position should not be based solely on the 
examples of duties performed.) 
 
 In the absence of the Airport Fire Commander, takes overall 
command of the fire or emergency scene until relieved by higher 
authority and handles all shift personnel problems and provides 
counseling as required; assists the Airport Fire Commander in 
establishing training objectives and preparing monthly training 
schedules; provides technical guidance to subordinate crew 
leaders in preparing training lessons and conducting training 
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sessions; oversees the preparation of daily reports of activities 
by subordinate crew leaders and handles such for assigned crew; 
sees to the condition of equipment and status of personnel and 
supplies; reviews all reports; enforces all policies and 
procedures; recommends changes to policies and procedures as 
needed; oversees maintenance of vehicles, support equipment, fire 
station and grounds; supervises and directs a crew of 
firefighters in firefighting and rescue operations; under the 
direction of the Airport Fire Commander, supervises major fire 
training drills; operates and maintains a major piece of 
motorized firefighting equipment; positions crash fire 
apparatuses and crews at the scene of an aircraft crash and/or 
structural fire; supervises a crew while standing by on aircraft 
runway alert, fueling and defueling operations, fuel spills; 
supervises the operation of various types of hazardous conditions 
that require immediate fire protection; directs a crew and 
participates in drills and training classes pertaining to overall 
crash firefighting and rescue operations; and prepares reports. 
 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 
 Knowledge of:  principles and practices of supervision; 
principles and practices of crash firefighting/rescue and 
structural firefighting methods and techniques; operations of 
crash firefighting and rescue equipment; fire safety and 
prevention practices, procedures, rules and laws; characteristics 
of aircraft relating to crash firefighting and rescue operations; 
and first aid practices. 
 
 Ability to:  Plan, organize and supervise the work of 
others; operate and instruct others in the use and care of crash 
firefighting and rescue equipment; analyze firefighting and 
emergency situations; assist in the development of an effective 
crash/structural firefighting and rescue team; give and follow 
oral and written instructions; maintain effective working 
relationships with others; and prepare clear and concise reports. 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
  This reflects a change in title (per Circular 94-3) for 
the class AIRPORT FIRE SHIFT SUPERVISOR, which was approved on  
November 19, 1985. 
 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: 8/31/94 /S/ Ann K. Kon 
  for   SHARON Y. MIYASHIRO 

Director of Human Resources Development
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