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 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
 
 AIRPORT FIRE COMMANDER 
 
Duties Summary: 
 
 Commands a shift of crash fire rescue and readiness 
operations at the Honolulu International Airport, or commands 
crash fire rescue and readiness operations at a neighbor island 
airport; in the absence of a higher level firefighting position, 
has primary responsibility in emergency call-outs, tests, drills 
and training, as well as supervising the performance of routine 
duties required of subordinates; keeps records and prepares 
activity reports; and performs other duties as required. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 Positions in this class are typically one of the following 
types of positions: 
  
 A. Regularly responsible for the supervision of an assigned 

shift of crew leaders, crash firefighters, and equipment 
operators at the Honolulu International Airport.  In the 
absence of a higher level position, is in full charge of 
all activities, personnel and equipment at the fire 
station.  Because of the nature of shift operations, a 
position of this type is generally the senior officer on 
duty, and is required to make decisions on 
administrative matters of a non-policy nature and in 
emergency situations. 

 
 B. Whereas subordinate supervisors work on a shift basis, a 

position of this type works a regular workweek during 
the day hours at a neighbor island airport when air 
traffic is generally the heaviest. 

 
Examples of Duties: 
 
 A. Responds to crash fire and standby alarms and 

coordinates the efforts of several crews in 
extinguishing fires, rescue work and protecting 
property; assesses type of aircraft, weather and other 
conditions, and directs the firefighting activities; 
supervises the day-to-day operation of the firefighting 
force, including the maintenance and upkeep of 
facilities, grounds and equipment; plans, conducts 
and/or participates in drills and training sessions in 
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crash firefighting and rescue methods, use of station 
equipment and tools, familiarization with a variety of 
aircraft, department/division policies and procedures, 
first aid, and fire codes, regulations and laws; pre-
plans strategy for crash firefighting and rescue 
operations by becoming familiar with airport facilities 
and a wide variety of aircraft which use the airport; 
prepares work and leave schedules; plans work 
assignments and safety inspection tours for 
subordinates; discusses fire hazards with 
concessionaires and responsible officials; and keeps 
records and prepares reports on station activities, 
condition of equipment and the status of personnel and 
equipment. 

 
 B. Directs crash rescue and firefighting personnel and the 

operation and maintenance of equipment and facilities at 
the neighboring island airports; conducts regular 
inspections of crash firefighting personnel and 
facilities to assess needs and assure operating 
readiness; consolidates and forwards training, 
maintenance and attendance reports to the managers of 
their respective districts; directs the response of 
crash firefighting units to aircraft fires, structural 
fires and other emergencies, and coordinates the unit's 
effort with other agencies; reviews investigations 
regarding causes of fires, fuel spills, reports of fire 
prevention inspections and makes recommendations for 
corrective action; makes recommendations for improvement 
of policies and procedures, methods of operation, 
requisition of equipment; maintains discipline and 
reconcile grievances in the units; evaluates the 
performances of Airport Fire Crew Leaders; recommends 
selection for promotion and vacancies. 

 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 
 Knowledge of:  Principles and practices of supervision 
and/or training; crash and structural firefighting and rescue 
methods and operations; operations of crash firefighting and 
rescue equipment; fire safety and prevention practices, 
procedures, rules and laws; characteristics of aircraft relating 
to crash firefighting and rescue operations; and first aid 
practices. 
 
 Ability to:  Plan, organize and supervise the work of 
others; operate and instruct others in the use and care of crash 
firefighting and rescue equipment; organize and conduct drills 
and training sessions; analyze firefighting and emergency 
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situations and adopt an effective course of action; maintain 
pertinent physical fitness; read, understand and explain 
technical materials; give and follow oral and written 
instructions; maintain effective working relationships with 
others; and prepare clear and concise reports. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 This is a change in title and an amendment to the 
specification for the class ASSISTANT AIRPORT FIRE COMMANDER 
which was approved on September 17, 1974. 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: 8/24/77  /s/ Wayne J. Yamasaki 
   for DONALD BOTELHO 

Director of Personnel Services 
 
 

This is a change in title from Airport Fire Commander I to 
AIRPORT FIRE COMMANDER effective November 1, 1982. 

 
 

Reviewed for currency on October 20, 1982. 
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