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 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
 

HARBOR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER I 
 
Duties Summary: 
 

Controls harbor traffic for the safe and timely movement of waterborne traffic into 
and out of the harbor, as well as ship movement between berths within the harbor; 
dispatches pilot boats, harbor police and others; contacts shipping agents, 
governmental agencies and others regarding ship movement; maintains records and 
logs; and performs other duties as required. 

 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 

This class is concerned with the control of the movement of waterborne traffic 
into and out of Honolulu harbor, as well as ship movements between berths within the 
harbor.  Coordination of activities through various communication systems is carried out 
from the Aloha Tower Office. 
 
Examples of Duties: 
 

Controls harbor traffic into and out of harbor entrance as well as ship movements 
within the harbor; sets up and schedules priority of movements based upon data 
furnished upon ship arrivals and departures; supplements data with information 
furnished by shipping agents; controls ship movements through use of visual traffic 
signals; recognizes and insures that clearance for entrance by foreign ships into and out 
of the harbor has been authorized by the Coast Guard Port Captain; enforces harbor 
regulations pertaining to shipping traffic.  Dispatches pilot boats or harbor police for 
transportation of pilots to and from ships or berths, and for other activities; alerts pilots 
and pilot boat operators of ship sightings and changes in arrival or departure times; 
alerts and dispatches oilman, watchman and linemen to piers for ships requiring their 
services; orders tug service; receives complaints and dispatches harbor police; makes 
radio checks with police; keeps alert for fires; notifies authorities in the event of major 
waterfront disaster.  Maintains contact with shipping agents and governmental agencies 
and others with regard to ships arrival and departure time and ships boarding.  
Maintains records and logs, recording harbor traffic, fueling and repairs, and weather 
conditions; prepares lists of arrivals and departures; maintains reference file of future 
and expected arrivals; prepares timesheets.  Operates communications equipment and 
signal devices, including radio transmitter-receiver, a public announcing system, visual 
and audio signals and lights.  Receives visitors to the Tower; answers questions of the 
general public; cooperates with members of the various news media. 
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Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 

Knowledge of:  Nautical rules of the road as applicable to harbors; rules and 
regulations applicable to harbor operations; methods of keeping simple records and 
reports; operation of radio and other communications equipment. 

 
Ability to:  Understand and follow oral and written instructions; learn methods of 

signaling by lights, flags or other means; learn the harbor layout; keep calm and act 
quickly in emergencies; speak effectively over the telephone; get along well with others. 

 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - 
 
 This is an amendment to the specification for the class TOWER OPERATOR I, 
which was approved on June 24, 1958. 
 
Note:  Effective 7/31/97, change title to HARBOR TRAFFIC CONTROLLER I. 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: 11/13/73  /s/ James H. Takushi 
   JAMES H. TAKUSHI 
   Director of Personnel Services 
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