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 Class Specifications 
 for the class: 
 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SPECIALIST 
 

Duties Summary: 
 
 Serves as the Department of Transportation's expert on hazardous materials; 
develops plans, policies and proposals for the safe handling of hazardous materials 
over or through the State's transportation network; develops and recommends rules and 
procedures regarding the handling of hazardous materials; and performs other related 
duties as assigned. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 This class reflects the position responsible for the hazardous material control 
program of the Department of Transportation (DOT).  The hazardous materials control 
program is concerned with regulating the landing, movement and storage of hazardous 
materials and wastes throughout that portion of the State transportation network under 
the jurisdiction of the DOT in order to assure safe and efficient methods of handling 
hazardous materials. 
 
 The position in this class is responsible for developing rules, policies and 
standards including threshold limits (i.e., limitations based on safety) for the handling 
and storage of hazardous materials in the transportation network; providing expert 
advice and assistance to program management personnel; observing activities and 
developing recommendations to modify and improve policies, rules and procedures; and 
initiating procedures to ensure departmental compliance. 
 
 The work also includes responsibility for establishing and maintaining liaison 
with appropriate State, County and Federal agencies in matters dealing with 
hazardous materials and its regulation. 
 
 The work is performed under the general supervision of the Director and in close 
cooperation with division management personnel and is guided by various Federal 
regulations relative to the identification and control of specified hazardous materials. 
 
 Commodities considered hazardous under this program are: 
 
 1.  various elements, compounds, and chemicals determined to 
   be hazardous by the State Department of Health; 
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 2.  petroleum products; 
 
 3. elements, compounds and chemicals designated as hazardous by the 

Environmental Protection Agency; 
 

 4. various elements, compounds and chemicals, including explosives, 
determined to be hazardous by the U.S. Department of Transportation and 
its agencies; 

 
 5.  other gaseous, liquid or solid state substances determined to be hazardous 

by federal and/or State agencies; and 
 

 6.  radioative materials. 
 
Examples of Duties: 
 
 Develops and recommends policies, rules and procedures covering the landing, 
flow and handling of hazardous materials on and through the harbors, airports and 
highways under the control of the department and consistent with rules and regulations 
of federal agencies, other State agencies and City or County agencies having 
jurisdiction over the handling and movement of hazardous materials; serves as the 
department's Hazardous Materials Specialist, providing the Director of Transportation 
and the administrators of the Airports, Harbors and Highways Divisions with expert 
advice and assistance in matters relating to the movement, control and storage of 
hazardous materials; makes special studies within each Division to provide the Director 
with data and information to evaluate hazardous materials rules, policies and 
procedures; develops, on a continuing basis, significant findings and recommendations 
which identify regulatory problem areas and serve as base for modifications and 
improvements in safety and hazardous materials policies, rules and procedures; 
recommends facility standards and establishes threshold limits for hazardous 
commodities including the mixes of commodities that will be permitted; keeps each 
Division abreast of developments in the quest to develop the safe and controlled 
movement of hazardous materials and all procedures and safety precautions attendant 
to such movement; prepares, in coordination with the State's civil defense agency, 
contingency response plans and procedures for the emergency management of 
transportation accidents involving hazardous materials and coordinates such plans with 
other appropriate government agencies and shipper and carrier organizations; 
establishes inspection procedures of transportation facilities and equipment to ensure 
that rules and procedures relative to hazardous materials are being carried out and 
assists Divisions in making periodic inspections; assists the Divisions in implementing 
and enforcing rules attendant to the handling of hazardous materials; develops an 
incident/accident reporting system for hazardous materials; assists primary accident 



PART I  Page 3 
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SPECIALIST  8.749 
 
 
investigators when accidents occurring in/on facilities of the Department involve toxic 
materials, radioactive materials, fire, explosives, contaminants or other hazardous 
materials; assists in responding to claims against the Divisions due to accidents 
involving hazardous materials; coordinates and maintains liaison with all State, City, 
County and Federal agencies including the State and City civil defense agencies as to 
procedures to be employed in minimizing casualties and property damage resulting 
from hazardous materials accidents; coordinates and maintains liaison with fire 
departments, State Occupational Safety and Health Compliance Officers and 
Environmental Health Specialists; may serve as the Department's representative on 
various committees involving hazardous materials, such as the Department of Health's 
Radiological Safety Committee; acts as resource person at public hearings to establish 
and amend rules; reviews and makes critical analyses of correspondence and reports 
which concern hazardous materials to insure accuracy and adequacy and prepares 
reports and correspondence. 
 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 
 Knowledge of:  Laws and rules relating to hazardous materials; hazardous 
materials management and safety objectives and methods; special handling and 
shipping methods; basic research and evaluation methods; governmental organizations 
and functions; public administration; report writing. 
 
 Ability to:  Plan and develop a comprehensive hazardous materials program; 
interpret and explain laws; develop, interpret and explain rules and regulations; prepare 
clear and concise reports; communicate effectively both orally and in writing; establish 
and maintain effective working relationships with various elements of governmental and 
civilian agencies and the general public; plan and conduct public informational 
programs; operate motor vehicles, up to and including light trucks and vans. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- 
 This is the first class specification for the new class HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
SPECIALIST. 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: 2/13/84  /s/ James H. Takushi 
   JAMES H. TAKUSHI 
   Director of Personnel Services 
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