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 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
 

WHARF MAINTENANCE WORKER 
 

 
Duties Summary: 
 
 Performs maintenance and repair work on wooden 
structures and wharves, piers, small boat landings, catwalks 
and launching ramps; inspects and repairs wharf piles; and 
performs other duties as required. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 This class differs from classes in the Carpenter series 
in that the Wharf Maintenance Worker performs maintenance, 
alteration and repair work on wooden pilings, pile caps, 
wharf and pier decking; whereas, classes in the Carpenter 
series perform and/or supervise the performance of skilled 
carpentry in the construction, alteration and repair of 
wooden articles or structures. 
 
 This class differs from that of Wharf Maintenance 
Supervisor in that the Wharf Maintenance Worker performs 
maintenance and repair work on wooden structures and 
wharves and piers, and may occasionally supervise one or 
more helpers and other unskilled workers; whereas the Wharf 
Maintenance Supervisor plans, lays out, directs, and 
otherwise supervises the work of a group of Wharf 
Maintenance Workers and others on a full-time and continuing 
basis. 
 
Examples of Duties: 
 
 Lays out, cuts, drills holes and counter bores materials 
for fender systems for piers and wharves; removes and 
replaces decking and piles damaged or destroyed; constructs 
new deckings for small boat landings as required; places and 
secures heavy timbers with spikes, metal bolts and braces; 
constructs forms for concrete tremie pour; inspects piles 
and cuts wooden piles with pneumatic saw and rebuilds old 
piles; installs rubber bumper systems consisting of large 
tires or pre-moulded cylindrical bumpers as required; 
maintains and repairs mechanical bumper systems as required; 
rebuilds groins and retaining walls using rock and dry mix 
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concrete bags; measures, cuts and fits materials for sidings 
and roofing for structures located on the piers; prepares 
all spalled concrete surfaces with pneumatic chipping gun 
and assists the mason during concrete pour and finishing of 
surfaces; assigns work of helpers; may perform other 
maintenance work when not utilized as a Wharf Maintenance 
Worker such as assisting welders on oil line repairs and 
repairs on rolling steel doors. 
 
Minimum Qualification Requirements: 
 
 Experience and Training:  (1) Four years of experience 
in maintaining and repairing buildings and/or wharves; or 
(2) any equivalent combination of experience and training. 
 
 Knowledge of:  Practices, tools, equipment and materials 
used in maintaining and repairing wharves, piers and 
building structures; types, uses, and adaptability of 
various woods and timbers; and types and uses of lumber and 
metal treatments and coatings. 
 
 Ability to:  Operate air-operated equipment and use 
heavy duty hand tools; work from sketches and shop drawings; 
compare with actual needs and propose changes in the 
estimates of labor and material requirements indicated in 
work orders; use shallow-water diving mask; recognize 
hazards and take appropriate safety measures pertinent to 
waterfront work; work for prolonged periods of time with 
preservative-treated timber or in waist-deep water; give and 
receive oral and written work instructions; and direct and 
instruct trades helpers. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 This is an amendment to the specification for the class 
WHARF BUILDER, which was approved on October 20, 1955. 
 
 
 
APPROVED:  October 11, 1962        
            ARTHUR A. AKINA, JR. 
       Director of Personnel Services 
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