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 Class Specifications 
 for the Class: 
 
 DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICER (M.D.) 

 
 

Duties Summary: 
 
 Administers public health services and executes State public 
health programs in a county area, and serves as public health 
representative for the State in a county; and performs other 
related duties as assigned. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 This class reflects responsibility for administering State 
public health services in Hawaii, Maui or Kauai counties 
including serving as principal public health representative for 
the State in a particular county, and implementing programs of 
public health in a county within the framework of established 
overall plans and policies and with technical assistance and 
direction provided by the administrators of statewide public 
health programs. 
 
Examples of Duties:  (Positions may not be assigned all of the 
duties listed, nor do the examples necessarily include all of the 
duties that may be assigned.  This does not preclude the 
assignment of duties which are not listed.) 
 
 Administers State public health services and programs in a 
county; evaluates, plans and directs services to meet community 
needs; directs the enforcement of State laws, ordinances and 
regulations pertaining to public health at the county level; 
integrates and coordinates various technical and professional 
services provided by the central offices of the State health 
agency in the conduct of activities in health education, 
environmental health, communicable disease, chronic disease, 
dental health, etc.; provides for public health education in a 
county; plans, organizes and coordinates emergency services 
involving State health programs; directs subordinate staff and 
coordinates activities of the district office; directs and 
conducts personnel, budgetary, fiscal and related functions of 
district health operations with due regard to the requirements 
and assistance of the central offices of the State health agency. 
 
Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 
 Knowledge of:  Principles and practices of public health 
administration; principles and practices of medicine; public 
health laws, ordinances and regulation; health education; public 
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health problems and programs. 
 
 Ability to:  Administer State health services in a county 
area; maintain effective working relationships with State health 
program administrators, private physicians, subordinates and the 
general public; interpret reports and observations for 
significant public health implications; direct and conduct health 
education activities; direct the maintenance of appropriate 
records and preparation of reports; and take appropriate action 
in public health emergencies. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
 This is a change in title from DISTRICT HEALTH SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATOR (M.D.) which was approved on October 1, 1982, to 
DISTRICT HEALTH OFFICER (M.D.) 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED:  10/1/01     
                  DAVIS K. YOGI 
       Director of Human Resources Development 
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