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   Class Specifications 
   for the Class: 
 
   AIRPORT FIRE COMMANDER (HIA) 
 
 
Duties Summary: 
 
 Commands crash fire rescue and readiness operations at the 
Honolulu International Airport through subordinate shift 
supervisors; and performs other related duties as required. 
 
Distinguishing Characteristics: 
 
 This is a one-position class primarily responsible for the 
overall crash fire rescue and readiness operations at the 
Honolulu International Airport.  Whereas subordinate supervisors 
work on a shift basis, a position in this class is assigned a 
regular work week and is on duty during the day hours when air 
traffic is generally the heaviest. 
 
Examples of Duties: 
 
 Directs crash firefighting and rescue personnel and the 
operation and maintenance of equipment and facilities at 
Honolulu International Airport; conducts regular inspections of 
crash firefighting personnel and facilities to assess needs and 
assure operating readiness; consolidates and forwards training, 
maintenance and attendance reports to the Manager, Honolulu 
International Airport; directs the response of crash 
firefighting unit to aircraft fires, structural fires and other 
emergencies, and coordinates the unit’s effort with other 
agencies; reviews investigations regarding the causes of fires 
and fuel spills, reviews reports of fire prevention inspections,  
and makes recommendations for corrective action; attends staff 
meetings and participates in the development and improvement of 
policies and procedures, methods of operation, requisition of 
new or modified equipment, and training programs; serves as the 
chief crash fire rescue representative of the Oahu District, 
maintaining liaison with other firefighting units, airlines and 
other tenants, and the general public; maintains discipline and 
reconciles grievances in the unit, evaluates the performance of 
Assistant Airport Fire Commanders, recommends selections for 
promotions and vacancies. 
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Knowledge and Abilities Required: 
 
 Knowledge of:  Principles and practices of supervision and 
training; principles, methods and techniques of crash rescue and 
structural firefighting; fire safety and prevention practices, 
procedures, rules and laws; department rules, regulations and 
procedures; characteristics of aircraft relating to firefighting 
and crash rescue operations; characteristics, range and 
effectiveness of various types of crash fire vehicles and fire 
extinguishing agents; fire equipment and water supply 
requirements. 
 
 Ability to:  Plan, organize, direct, administer and 
supervise the crash fire rescue functions and activities at 
Honolulu International Airport; apply firefighting and rescue 
principles and knowledge in developing an effective crash 
firefighting and rescue operation; prepare clear and concise 
reports; establish and maintain effective working relationships 
with subordinates and the general public, and other firefighting 
units. 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 This is the first specification for the new class AIRPORT 
FIRE COMMANDER. 
 
 
 
DATE APPROVED: 9/17/1974 James H. Takushi 

  JAMES H. TAKUSHI 
Director of Personnel Services 
 

 
 
 Change in title to AIRPORT FIRE COMMANDER (HIA) effective 
November 1, 1982. 
 
 
Reviewed for currency on October 20, 1982. 
 
______________________ 
 The code number for this class was changed from 8.272 to 
17.815 and the class was incorporated in the Excluded Managerial 
Compensation Plan effective July 1, 1981, in accordance with 
Act 254, SLH 1980. 
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