
FI Form 04/13/2006

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
Stream Protection and Management Branch

FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT 
FI2009040601 (Maui, Kula Agricultural Park) 

Date of Field Investigation: April 6, 2009 Time (24-hour): 0600 - 1700 
CWRM Staff: Ed Sakoda, Dean Uyeno, and Chui Ling Cheng 
Individuals Present: Sandra Kunimoto, Clark Hashimoto, Warren Watanabe, Mae Nakahata 
Hydrologic Unit: 
Stream Name: 
Findings:
CWRM staff departed Oahu for Maui at 0600 hours. 

The purpose of this field visit was to meet with representatives of the Maui County Farm Bureau and County Office of 
Economic Development to tour the Kula Agricultural Park, and also to meet with farmers and ranchers in the 
Upcountry region.  At the Kula Agricultural Park, CWRM staff met with James Tavares who grew a variety of turf 
grasses; Craig Rasmussen who was a flower farmer; Brian Otani who grew vegetables; and Jack Banks who was also 
a vegetable farmer.  Staff also met with Jamie Shishido from Omaopio who grew a variety of vegetables.  The farmers 
mainly discussed the type of crop they were growing, their farming and irrigation practices (e.g. crop rotation, drip 
irrigation), and their water needs.  They also expressed their concerns for the possible effects of establishing interim 
instream flow standards in east Maui.   

After lunch at about 1320 hours, staff continued to Haleakala Ranch and met with Vice President Scott Meidell and 
Assistant Manager Bobby Brooks to discuss farming operations in and water requirements of the ranch.  They 
provided a map of the Haleakala Ranch pastures and explained the status of each region.  At the time of the visit, 
Haleakala Ranch Company had approximately 30,000 acres of pastures with about 28,000 acres in grazing.  The 
ranch had a newly developed grazing program, in which cattle were grass fed instead of grain fed, and that different 
species of animals (i.e. sheep and goat) were introduced to the pastures to graze with the cattle. 

At approximately 1440 hours, staff met with General Manager Wesley Nohara and Water Manager Jeffrey Pearson at 
the Maui Land & Pineapple (ML&P) Company to discuss farming operations in and water requirements of the 
pineapple fields.  At the time of the visit, ML&P had approximately 2,250 acres of land - 1,250 acres were owned by 
ML&P, 500 acres were leased from Alexander & Baldwin (A&B), and another 500 acres were subleased to another 
large scale farmer.  Their main sources of water were brackish well water and water from East Maui Irrigation (EMI) 
Company’s Wailoa Ditch.         

At 1600 hours, staff arrived at the HC&S conference room to meet with interested farmers and ranchers who were 
unavailable to meet with CWRM staff during the site visit.  Sandra Kunimoto, Clark Hashimoto, Warren Watanabe, and 
Mae Nakahata were at the meeting.  The meeting ended in one hour because nobody came to the meeting. 

Staff concluded the field visit at 1700 hours.          

History of the Kula Agricultural Park
(Provided by Clark Hashimoto, Agricultural Specialist at the County Office of Economic Development)   

“The concept of the Kula Agricultural Park was conceived by the then Mayor Elmer Cravalho.  In 
1979, Mayor Cravalho proposed to Maui Land and Pineapple Company to acquire by way of land 
exchange, fee simple title to vacant unimproved land in Kula, containing approximately 326 acres , 
for the purpose of developing said land as a County agricultural park.  The Kula Agricultural Park 
started construction by the County of Maui in 1982.  In 1985, the first lots were leased to farmers.  
Today, there are 445 acres on 31 lots, farmed by 26 farmers.  The lots range from 8 to 29 acres in 
size.  The Office of Economic Development serves as the County’s land management entity for 
the Kula Agricultural Park. 

“The purpose of the Kula Agricultural Park is to promote the development of diversified agriculture 
by providing appropriately-sized agricultural lots at a reasonable rent and a long-term tenure.  The 
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rates are $100 per acre per year with the tenure of the lease being 50 years.  All 31 lots are 
currently leased out to farmers.  Crops grown include vegetables (lettuce, tomato, Kula onions , 
zucchini, cucumbers, bush beans, sweet corn, eggplant, head cabbage, Chinese cabbage, 
peppers, ginger root) taro, bananas, mango, turf grass, nursery plants, tuberose, plumeria, and 
landscape plants. 

“The County of Maui currently has an agreement with Alexander & Baldwin (A&B), through its 
division of Hawaiian and Commercial & Sugar Company (HC&S) and East Maui Irrigation (EMI) to 
withdraw up to 1.5 million gallons of water per day from the Hamakua Ditch to provide irrigation 
water to the Park.  The Department of Water Supply withdraws water from the Hamakua Ditch and 
conveys non-potable water to the Kula Agricultural Park for irrigation of the 445 acres of land.” 

Map of the Kula Agricultural Park
(Provided by Clark Hashimoto, Agricultural Specialist at the County Office of Economic Development) 

Image Listing: (Attach PDF of image contact sheet) 
File Name: Brief Description:
20090406002 James Tavares’ farm in the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406004 James Tavares at the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406005 James Tavares and staff at the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406006 Craig Rasmussen’s farm in the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406008 Brian Otani and staff at the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406009 Brian Otani’s farm in the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406011 Brian Otani and staff at the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406014 Crates of onions at Brian Otani’s farm in the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406016 Jack Banks and staff at the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406018 Irrigation system timer at Jack Banks’ farm in the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406020 Jack Banks’ farm in the Kula Agricultural Park 
20090406027 Jamie Shishido and staff at the Kula Agricultural Park 
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GPS Listing: 
Shapefiles: (List file names of all shapefiles created and a brief description of each)
File Name: Brief Description:

Waypoints: (List all waypoints in decimal degrees and provide a brief description of each)
WP No. Latitude Longitude Brief Description:
    

Attachments:
Brief Description:
1. Image Contact Sheet 

Recommendations: 
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