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The principal plantation in this district, called Waikapu (Wy-kah-poo) lies about midway between the two 
bays, watered by a small stream, descending in a south-eastern direction from the lofty mountains, that lie 
between Lahinah [sic] and that place. At this plantation which belongs to Cox [Kahekili Ke‘eaumoku] and 
Kaahoomanoo [Ka‘ahumanu], there are about 100 houses, six head of neat cattle, and eight horses. This is the 
most important, and almost the only inland settlement that I have seen in the islands. Its situation is very 
pleasant. You stand upon the bank of this little rivulet in the midst of the bananas, sugarcane, and taro; and the 
plains that lie upon the two bays spread upon your right and left, containing perhaps 100 or 150 square miles. 
Before you, at the distance of 15 (Bingham 1824:111). 

Foreign commercialism initially came to Waikapū in the form of sugar processing and coffee 
production (Wyllie 1854). A man by the name of Antone (Anthony) Catalena was running a cane 
syrup factory at Waikapū circa 1823 and is credited with being the founder of the industry in 
Hawai‘i (Thrum 1874) while Antonio Silva set up a plantation and a mill in Waikapū circa1828 
(Thurston 1906). At about the same time Antonio was also engaged in coffee agriculture with trees 
that reportedly produced above 20 lbs. annually (Wyllie 1854). These early commercial 
developments along with the establishment of the branch station of the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions (A.B.C.F.M) at Wailuku in November 1831 (Edwards 
1832:403) would alter the traditional lifeways of Na Wai Eha and Waikapū. The mission census 
data of 1831-32 records the population of Waikapū at 733 inhabitants (Schmitt 1973:18).  

3.1.2.1 The Great Māhele and Kuleana Act of 1848 at Waikapū 
The most significant event in the change of land-use patterns and allocation came with The 

Great Māhele of 1848 and the privatization of land in Hawai‘i. This action hastened the shift of 
the Hawaiian economy from that of a subsistence based economy to that of a cash based economy. 
By the mid 1800’s, Hawai‘i was infiltrated by a growing community of foreign business 
entrepreneurs, transient whalers, and Calvinist-minded missionaries; all of whom had personal 
interests to protect and virtues to impress upon the Hawaiian people. Encouraged by these foreign 
factions, the western-like land divisions of the Māhele were instigated under Kamehameha III 
(Kauikeaouli). The series of acts to “Organize the Executive Ministry” known commonly as the 
Organic Acts of 1845 and 1846, initiated the process of the Māhele, or division of Hawaiian lands, 
which would introduce private property ownership into Hawaiian society, as well as, transform the 
governance of the Kingdom from a full monarchy to a constitutional monarchy (Van Dyke 
2008:32-33).  

In 1848 the crown and the ali‘i (royalty) received their land titles and awards for both individual 
parcels within an ahupua‘a and whole ahupua‘a which were then subsequently granted in 1850 
(Alexander 1890:114). Crown Lands were lands defined as follows:  

… private lands of His Majesty Kamehameha III., to have and to hold for himself, his heirs and successors 
forever; and said lands shall be regulated and disposed of according to his royal will and pleasure subject only 
to the rights of tenants. (Kingdom of Hawaii 1848) 

At the death of Kamehameha IV, it was decided by the Supreme Court that …under the 
confirmatory Act of June 7th, 1848, “the inheritance is limited to the successors to the throne,” 
“the wearers of the crown which the conqueror had won,” and that at the same time “each 
successive possessor my regulate and dispose of the same according to his will and pleasure as 
private property, in the manner as was done by Kamehameha III” (Alexander 1890:121). The 
documents of the Māhele ‘Āina do not record any Crown Lands within Honua‘ula. 
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Lands were further partitioned and set aside as Government lands which were defined and 
managed as indicated below: 

… those lands to be set apart as the lands of the Hawaiian Government, subject always to the rights of tenants. 
And we do hereby appoint the Minister of the Interior and his successors in office, to direct, superintend, and 
dispose of said lands, as provided in the Act … (p)rovided, however,that the Minister … shall have the power, 
upon the approval of the King in Privy Council, to dispose of the government lands to Hawaiian subject, upon 
such other terms and conditions as to him and the King in Privy Council, may seem best for the promotion of 
agriculture, and the best interests for the Hawaiian Kingdom … (Kingdom of Hawaii 1848) 

In 1850, most of the chiefs ceded a third of their lands to the Government in order to obtain an 
allodial title for the remainder and thus greatly increasing the Government land base (Alexander 
1890:114). The designation of lands to be set aside as Government lands, paved the way for land 
sales to foreigners and in 1850 the legislature granted resident aliens the right to acquire fee simple 
land rights (Moffat and Fitzpatrick 1995:41-51). With regard to Waikapū, the majority of the 
ahupua‘a was retained by the Government and given over to the Department of Education 
(Department) (In the Matter of the Boundaries of Pulehunui 4 Haw. 239 [Haw. King. 1879]).  

As illustrated above, in designations of lands as either Crown or Government, and through all 
awards of whole ahupua‘a and ili, the rights of the native tenants were expressly reserved, “Koe 
na Kuleana o Kanaka” (Reserving the Rights of Native Tenants) (Alexander 1890:114). In an Act 
ratified on August 6th, 1850, the gathering rights of the common people for personal use, which 
included the gathering of both terrestrial and marine resources, in addition to the right to water and 
the right of way on the lands of the Konohiki, were guaranteed and embodied in Section 10477 of 
the Civil Code (Alexander 1890:114-115). By this same Act, resolutions passed by the Privy 
Council granted fee simple titles, free of all commutation, with the exception of awards granted 
within the towns of Honolulu, Lāhainā, and Hilo, to all native tenants for their cultivated lands and 
house lots (hereafter referred to as kuleana land) (Alexander 1890:115). Claims of the native 
tenants, or kuleana land claims, were presented to and heard by the Land Commission whose duty 
was to: 

…ascertain the nature and extent to each claimant’s rights in land, and to issue an Award for the same which 
is prima facie evidence of title “and shall furnish as good and sufficient a ground upon which to maintain an 
action for trespass, ejectment or other real action against any other person or persons whatsoever, as if the 
claimant, his heirs or assigns had received a Royal Patent for the same.” (Alexander 1890:110) 

Kuleana land awards, or kuleana claims that were approved by the Land Commission (hereafter 
referred to as Land Commission Awards [L.C.A.]), were granted to tenants of the land, native 
Hawaiians, naturalized foreigners, non-Hawaiians born in the islands, or long-term resident 
foreigners, who could prove occupancy on the parcels prior to 1845. The awards were then 
confirmed by issuance of a Royal Patent and payment of a patent fee. Approximately 126 kuleana 
claims were made for lands within Waikapū Ahupua‘a, 28 of which appear  not awarded (Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs 2011). Examination of historic maps shows L.C.A. distribution concentrated 
along Waikapū Stream and upper alluvial plain of Waikapū Ahupua‘a (Figure 6). A review of 
L.C.A awards adjacent to the current project area shows a total of 18 awards within a 0.25 mi. 
radius (Figure 7 and Table 2).  

Examination of these awards are important for understanding the traditional land use of an area 
during the time of the Māhele and also provides insight for land uses and land tenure prior to 
Western contact. With regard to subsistence agriculture, the native testimony for 16 out of 3 awards 
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made claims for lo‘i within their lands and, as mentioned previously, was comprised of a collective 
minimum of 356 taro patches. Though there was no specific mention of potato agriculture, there 
were seven claims for kula, or pasture, lands. The term kula, generally refers to pasture or open 
plain; however, dryland agriculture, as opposed to wetland or lo‘i agriculture, is also referred to as 
kula agriculture and therefore the possibility of potato cultivation associated with claims for kula 
should also be considered. Finally, there were six claims for pa hale (house sites) with the 
remainder referencing one area of wauke, an area of hala, and one lowland section of land with no 
specific agricultural description.  
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Figure 6. Colorized map of L.C.As and Land Grants within Waikapū Ahupua‘a (Monsarrat n.d., map scan courtesy of Mr. Hōkūao Pellegrino). 
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Figure 7. A portion of L.C.A and Land Grant map of Waikapū Ahupua‘a showing awards and grants in the vicinity of the current project area 

(Monsarrat n.d., map scan courtesy of Mr.Hōkūao Pellegrino).  
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Table 2. Land Commission Awards Within and Adjacent to the Current Project Area (Office of Hawaiian Affairs 2011; Waihona ‘Aina 2002) 

Helu RP# Claimant(s) ‘Ili 
Summary of Lands, Land Use of the Claimant(s), and Notes 
on Landmarks Award and Acreage 

0076:2 
(3)2 7694 Shaw Loaloa 

Mahele Award Apana 2 (3): 
One farm section at Waikapū named Waiolimu given by Hoapili 
Wahine. Bound by the “water run” (Palolo [Everett] Ditch) on 
the mauka side. Notes the name of the mountain as Kaanui. Apana 2 (3): 3.42 acres. 

0446:1 7991 
Manu 
(Hakapau) Ohia 

Testimony was given for Hakapau’s mo‘o claim to this kuleana, 
however documents show that the kuleana was granted to Manu 
as Kuleana 446:1. 0.06 acres 

0236I:2 0498 Charles Copp 
Luapuaa 
(Kaluapuaa) 

Mahele Award: 
Apana 2: Papala is the name of the farm. Survey map refers to 
the name of the Waikapū Stream as “Kahawai Nui o Waikapu”  

Z. Kaauwai sworn: 
Three pieces: one the lowland, one a kula land in the valley, one 
an area of wauke. Claimant receive from Hoapili wahine in 
1836 due to health issues experienced in Lāhainā. 

Total award: 16.50 acres 
Apana 2: acreage not 
indicated 

10481:4 3131 Napailoi 
Kaloaloa 
(Loaloa) 

Mahele Award: 
Bound by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream) to the east and west, 
pali to the south. 0.66 acres 

2208: 3 7919 Manu Ohia 

Manu testifies: 
a mo‘o from Napuupahoehoe in 1839, two lo‘i from the 
makuahine of my wahine 

Mahele Award: 
Apana 3 ma Ohia, Apana 2 and 4 dropped; shares a boundary 
with a Po‘alima 

Apana 3: acreage not 
indicated 

                                                 
2 Mahele Award lists the Waikapū apana as “No. 3” R2-V1-I00055 and –I00056 (papakilo) maps label the parcel as Apana 2 
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Helu RP# Claimant(s) ‘Ili 
Summary of Lands, Land Use of the Claimant(s), and Notes 
on Landmarks Award and Acreage 

2980:2 5356 Pakele Olohe 

Pakele testifies: 
In the ‘ili of Olohe there are 13 lo‘i 

Mahele Award: 
Bound to the southwest by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream), a 
portion of the northern boundary is shared with a po‘alima. Apana 2: 0.24 acres 

2981 3146 Pipinui Ohia 

Pipinui testifies: 
2 mo‘o consisting of 34 lo‘i and a separate kula. Bound to the 
south by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream). Occupied since the 
time of Kamehameha I. 

Mahele Award: 
Bound to the southwest by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream), to 
the north/northwest by the ditch (Palolo Ditch [Everett Ditch]), 
and to the southeast partially by a po‘alima. 4.12 acres 

3019:1 5333 Mehao Ohia 

Mehao testifies: 
6 lo‘i received in 1839.  

Mahele Award Apana 1: 
5 lo‘i, bound to the southeast by the kahawai and poalima to the 
west along a portion of the boundary. Apana 1: 0.58 acres 

3104 3126 Kaelemakule Ohia 

Kaelemakule testifies: 
33 lo‘i and a kula, received from Kapupuu, Napuupahoehoe was 
my konohiki. Bound by the kahawai (Waikapū Strean) to the 
south. 

Mahele Award: 
Bound by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream) to the south. Bisected 
by poalima (ka Poalima o Kaualua) in the southern section. 1.88 acres 

KYLEN
Line

KYLEN
Line

KYLEN
Line

KYLEN
Line



Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i Job Code: WAIKAPU5  Background Research 

AISR for the Proposed Well Construction and Pump Installation for Ola Wai Well 1 

TMK: (2) 3-5-002:007 (por.)  
30 

 

Helu RP# Claimant(s) ‘Ili 
Summary of Lands, Land Use of the Claimant(s), and Notes 
on Landmarks Award and Acreage 

3107:1, 
2/4 2348 Kaili Ohia 

Kaili testifies: 
A mo‘o of 15 lo‘i, in the ‘ili of Ohia there are 31 lo‘i. The 
pahale (house lot) are the ditch to the south … pa Bipi (cattle 
corral) to the east.  

Mahele Award: 
Apana 1:Bound by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream) to the 
southeast and a poalima to the northeast. 

Apana 2 and 4: Apana 4 joined with Apana 2; 2 po‘alima and a 
lo‘i aupuni 

Apana 1: 0.8 acres 
Apana 2/4: 1.27 acres 

3224:6 4115 Opunui Loaloa 

Opunui testifies: 
16 lo‘i at Loaloa (Apana 6) received from the konohiki in 1839 

Hakili Sworn: 
No 3 is a section of loi in Kaloaloa received from Kaai in 1842 
and he from his father in ancient times. 

Hakiki Sworn: 
Parcel 3. Taro pauku (section) in the ‘Ili of Kaloaloa received 
from Kaai in 1842 who received it from Keaho. 

Mahele Award Apana 6: 

Bound to the north by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream) Apana 6: 0.27 acres 
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Helu RP# Claimant(s) ‘Ili 
Summary of Lands, Land Use of the Claimant(s), and Notes 
on Landmarks Award and Acreage 

3301:1  
Mahoe and 
Kamakea Olohe 

Kamakea and Mahoe (claimant) testify: 

A mo‘o of 43 lo‘i, kula land, a house site (kahua hale) on the 
northeast side of the claim. 

Mahele Award: 
Though the claim was for two apana, the Mahele survey 
indicates that Apana 2 was abandoned. Notes a wiliwili tree as 
the survey starting point. Lo‘i Aupuni (Government Lo‘i) also 
located within the boundary of the award. Map shows Palolo 
Ditch (Everett Ditch) running through the northern section of 
the award, a road (ala) through the southern section of the road, 
and the location of the lo‘i aupuni.  9.7 acres 

3508:1-
3  Kuheleloa Ohia 

Kuheleloa testifies: 
A mo‘o aina a me ka hapa (mo‘o and a half) 

Mahele Award: 
Apana 1: Pahale (house site), bound by the ditch (Palolo Ditch 
[Everett Ditch]) to the northwest 
Apana 2: Kalo (taro), bound by the ditch (Palolo Ditch [Everett 
Ditch]) to the northwest, poalima to the southeast 
Apana 3: Kalo (taro), bound by the poalima of Kaluahinui to the 
west, kahawai (Waikapū Stream) to the south, and poalima to 
the east. 

Apana 1: 0.69 acres 
Apana 2: 1.87 acres 
Apana 3: 0.65 acres 

3546:2  Kupalii Keana 

Kaai Sworn: 
No 2. Is kula and kalo in Keana. 

Mahele Award: 
Begin at the kukui base turn mauka to the kahawai (Waikapū 
Stream) and go along the kahawai to the wiliwili base turn at 
makaloa (Cyperus laevigatus?) then go along the pali (cliff). Apana 2: 1.26 acres 
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Helu RP# Claimant(s) ‘Ili 
Summary of Lands, Land Use of the Claimant(s), and Notes 
on Landmarks Award and Acreage 

3547  Kaualua Ohia 

Kaualua testifies: 
33 lo‘i and a kahuahale (house site) to the north, bound to the 
south by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream). Received from 
Puupahoehoe, who gave it to Kahuhu, who gave it me. 

Mahele Award: 
Bound on the mauka side by the ditch (Palolo Ditch [Everett 
Ditch]) and toward the stream by a poalima. 2.19 acres 

3549: 
2,3  Keaka 

Olohe 
Kapuhau 
(Pukau, 
Puhau) 

Keaka (claimant) testifies: 
33 lo‘i, a small house site, one kula 

Kuheleloa sworn: 
Apana 1: taro pauku (section) in Puhau 
Apana 2: taro pauku in Puhau 
Apana 3: taro pauku in Olohe 
Apana 1 and 2 were from Napuupahoehoe before 
Kamaehameha II, Apana 3 from Keaho in the time of 
Kamehameha 1. One lo‘i po‘alima and one lo‘i pa‘ahao in 
apana 1, two po‘alima are in parcel 2, three lo‘i po‘alima are in 
parcel 3 

Apana 1:  
Apana 2: 3.5 Acres 
Apana 33: 

                                                 
3 LCA 3549:3 Waikapu Stream course different between what is illustrated on the Maui TMK map and historic map and māhele survey which shows the stream on the northern 

boundary of Apana 3. Maui TMK and historic map error mislabeled as apana 2.  
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Helu RP# Claimant(s) ‘Ili 
Summary of Lands, Land Use of the Claimant(s), and Notes 
on Landmarks Award and Acreage 

5742:1 
[Mahele
1 and 2]  Kaluahinui Ohia 

Kaluahinnui testifies: 
Received from Kahuehu  received 16 lo‘i. From Kamai recieed 
5 lo‘i. From Kuheleloa received 10 lo‘i. All in the time of 
Kaditch. 16 lo‘i, some dry land, and a hala grove is another 
claim from Punipaa, his foster father (makuakane hanai), to his 
daughter. 

Mahele Award: 
Apana 1, Mahele 1: Po‘alima to the south 
Apana 1, Mahele 2: Po‘alima nearly bisects the parcel, bound to 
the south-southeast by kahawai (Waikapū Stream) 

Apana 1: 
Mahele 1: 0.72 acres 
Mahele 2: 0.36 acres 

6389  Kahalelole Loaloa 

Ili claim 
Bound by the ditch Palolo Ditch (Everett Ditch) to the north and 
the kahawai (Waikapū Stream) to the south. Claimant was a 
carpenter for Hoapili. 3.48 acres4 

10481:4  Napailoi 
Kaloaloa 
(Loaloa) 

Mahale Award Apana 4: 
Bound to the east and west by the kahawai (Waikapū Stream) 0.66 acres 

03548K  
Naheana/ 
Nahoana Ohia 

Kewalo and Nahoana testify: 
moo aina he 49 loi (mo‘o of 49 lo‘i), wahi kahua hale (house 
lot), wahi kula (kula land) 

Mahele Award: 
Lo‘i paahao within the claim and along the western ridge of an 
unnamed tributary to Waikapū Stream, house site in the 
northwestern corner of the claim and below Palolo Ditch 
(Everett Ditch), southeastern boundary adjacent to lo‘i paahao 
and po‘alima  5.07 acres 

                                                 
4 There are also two apana located in Paunau, Lāhainā that was awarded under the same helu  
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Of particular interest with regard to the current project area and the Great Māhele with the shift 
in economic and social structures were the number of pō‘alima, and presence of lo‘i pa‘ahao, and 
lo‘i aupuni called out in both the native testimony and survey documents associated with the 
L.C.A. The ancient land tenure system and asociated servitude practices, though not clearly 
defined, were universally acknowledged and followed the ancient traditions of conquest where the 
conquering ali‘i would divide out lands won in battle to his principal warrior chiefs while retaining 
a portion for himself to be cultivated and managed by his immediate servants or attendants 
(Alexander 1890:107). These principle chiefs then subdivided the lands again which resulted in 
lands passing through several hands from the Mo‘i or King to the maka‘ainānā or tenant, all of 
whom were considered to have rights in the lands or the productions of them (Alexander 
1890:107). Persons possessing landed property, whether chiefly or tenant, owed the King not only 
service but some portion of the crops cultivated and harvest from the land, in addition to yearly 
taxes. In this regard, certain areas of land or taro patches would be set aside and cultivated by the 
maka‘ainānā exclusively for the ali‘i, or chief, as well as the konohiki, or headman of the ahupua‘a 
under the ali‘i. Such patches were termed kō‘ele, lands cultivated for the chief, and hakuone, lands 
reserved for the konohiki (Lucas 1995:23). The land taxes mentioned were essentially, in western 
terms, rent and by ancient usage went to the King and the konohiki as private income or revenue 
(Alexander 1890:108). Alexander acknowledges Judge Fornander who noted that Kamehameha I 
continued in this tradition of land re-distribution following conquest (Alexander 1890:108). This 
is very important to consider when understanding the differences between a pō‘alima, lo‘i 
pa‘ahao, and lo‘i aupuni.  

As a part of the first written constitution of the Kingdom, Kamehameha III codified the 
traditional system of labor service and defined and regulated as labor tax in the declaration of rights 
on June 7, 1839 (Coman 1903). Prior to the initiation of the Great Māhele, when the lands of the 
Kingdom were still under the overall ownership of the King, held in trust by the lower chiefs and 
konohiki, and occupied by the tenants or maka‘ainānā at the pleasure of those who held the land, 
the regulation of the labor tax was as follows:  

During the first week of the month, the people are to work two days for the king and one day for the chief on 
whose land they dwell. In the second week of the month they work one day for the king and two days for the 
chief. When public work is to be done (the building of roads, bridges, fish-ponds, irrigating-ditches, and the 
like), the people must work three days in each of the last two weeks of the month until the work be 
accomplished. (Alexander 1890:108)  

The labor tax was reduced in 1840 to 36 days in the year for the King and an equal number for the 
landlord or konohiki. This is possibly where the distinction between pō‘alima and lo‘i pa‘ahao can 
be drawn. A pō‘alima is a later land use term that was used for lands farmed by tenants for ali‘i 
one day in five and generally obliged to work for the chief on Fridays, whereby a portion of the 
products of the land held by them would be given to the king as a form of taxation (Lucas 1995:94). 
This is analogous to what was traditionally known as a kō‘ele. While Alexander had also included 
a hakuone under pō‘alima (Alexander 1890:107), Lucas has indicated that there was a clear 
distinction between hakuone and kō‘ele with regard to who the products, or tax, would benefit (see 
above). In this manner, the term pa‘ahao when used in the same context as lo‘i is defined as 
“proceeds paid to landholders of land on which land tenants worked.” Pukui and others (1971:210) 
define a lo‘i pa‘ahao as “(a) ‘prison’ taro patch, meaning that if a tenant failed to pay for use of 
the land he was imprisoned.” Within the 1847 Statute Laws of Kamehameha III a resolution for 
the releasing of certain persons from the labor tax and from other taxes was passed by the Nobles 
and Representatives of the common people, a portion of which directly addressed labor exemption 
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and release of people engaged in certain trades from going to the pa‘ahao (prison) for failure to 
fulfill labor tax requirements for the government but not the Konohiki: 

Passed by the Nobles and Representatives of the common people for the releasing of certain persons from the 
labor tax and from other taxes: --  

1. All soldiers are hereby exempted from paying the poll tax, and from being called out to work on the 
days appointed for the government labor; but they shall still be liable to labor for their Konohikis. 

2. All carpenters, sawyers, blacksmiths, overseers of sugar boiling, stores are hereby exempted from 
going to the paahao, provided they work at such trades as their regular employment. Those however 
who are tenants shall not be exempted from the work of their Konohikis. (Hawaii Kingdom and Jarves 
1847:69) 

In this manner, it is possible that the term lo‘i pa‘ahao was a more contemporary term for a 
hakuone or cultivation area dedicated to the labor for the konohiki. 

These two distinctions – kō‘ele vs. hakuone or pō‘alima vs. lo‘i pa‘ahao – in keeping with both 
the ancient system of land tenure and division of labor as mandated after 1840, were specifically 
called out in the native testimony and survey notes for the awarded claim. Though it appears as 
though testimony given by a claimant may have included pō‘alima or lo‘i pa‘ahao as a part of the 
claim, the Government retained ownership of such patches, as well as patches that were 
specifically set aside as “Lo‘i Aupuni” or Government Lo‘i, even in cases were these patches were 
surrounded by a kuleana claim. With regard to lo‘i aupuni, it is thought that the purpose of these 
patches were to provide the needed crops for the livelihood of the servants or employees of the 
Government, as such individuals were busy doing the work of the Government and had neither the 
time to labor for their subsistence nor ability to fulfill the labor tax so long as they were doing the 
work of the government (Mr. Kepā Maly, Cultural Historian, personal communication). Such 
individuals may have included those cited in the above quote; as well as teachers, missionaries and 
servants of the missionaries (no more than two per missionary), and others who were not 
considered tenants with obligations to a Konohiki (Hawaii Kingdom and Jarves 1847:69-70) 
Government retention of pō‘alima, lo‘i pa‘ahao, and lo‘i aupuni is evident in some of the survey 
notes, where such patches were surrounded by a kuleana claim, and the final acreage calculations 
of the award (Figure 8 and Figure 9). Additionally, the documentary trail also shows that such 
areas sold in fee simple by the Government to both native and non-native individuals as Grants 
(Figure 10).  
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Figure 8. Survey notes for L.C.A. 3548K to Naheana (Office of Hawaiian Affairs 2011) showing 

the extraction of a lo‘i pa‘ahao, “E unuhi i ka Loi Paahao,” from the overall award, note 
also the mention of pō‘alima and another lo‘i pa‘ahao in the survey description. 

In 1846, the Minister of the Interior was authorized to sell or lease the Government lands on 
vote of the Privy Council approved by the King. Royal Patents issued to those who purchased 
Government lands were documented as “Grants”. According to Alexander, between the years 1850 
and 1860, nearly all of the desirable Government lands were sold (Alexander 1890:119). 
According the Māhele records reviewed within the 0.25 mi. radius of the current project area, a 
total of 13 Grants are listed (Table 3), all of which appear to correlate to former pō‘alima, lo‘i 
pa‘ahao, and lo‘i aupuni (Figure 11), one of which is located within Well 2 Site of the Current 
Project area (Grant 1514 to Mahoe and Kamakea – lo‘i aupuni, Figure 12 and Figure 13).  



Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i Job Code: WAIKAPU5  Background Research 

 

AISR for the Proposed Well Construction and Pump Installation for Ola Wai Well 1 

TMK: (2) 3-5-002:007 (por.)  
38 

 
 

 
Figure 9. Survey plan for L.C.A. 3548K to 

Naheana (Office of Hawaiian Affairs 2011) 
showing the location of the lo‘i pa‘ahao within 
the overall L.C.A, note also the labels showing 
two pō‘alima (po 5) and lo‘i pa‘ahao sharing the 
southernmost boundary. 

 
Figure 10. Portion of L.C.A and Land Grants map 

within Waikapū Ahupua‘a focus on L.C.A. 
3548K to Naheana showing the lo‘i pa‘ahao 
within the overall L.C.A, two pō‘alima (po 5) and 
lo‘i pa‘ahao on the southern boundary sold as 
government Land Grants, Gr 1145 to Naheana 
and Gr 1698 to Nahaolelua (Monsarrat n.d., map 
scan courtesy of Mr.Hokuao Pellegrino) 
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Table 3. Grants Within and Adjacent to the Current Project Area 

Land Grant Number Grantee Land Use Designation 

1514 Mahoe and Kamakea Lo‘i Aupuni 

1512 Pakele Pō‘alima 

1511 Keaka Pō‘alima 

1153 E. Bailey Pō‘alima 

1519 Richardson Pō‘alima 

1699 M. Previer Pō‘alima 

1517 Kuheleloa Pō‘alima 

1698 Nahaolelua Apana 1: Pō‘alima Apana 2: Lo‘i Aupuni 

1709 Kuheleloa Pō‘alima 

1145 Naheana Apana 1: Pō‘alima Apana 2: Lo‘i Pa‘ahao 

1144 Kaili Apana 1 and 2: Pō‘alima  

 
Figure 11. Portion of L.C.A and Land Grants map within Waikapū Ahupua‘a highlighting grants in the area 

and color coded by land use type (Monsarrat n.d., map scan courtesy of Mr.Hokuao Pellegrino) 
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Figure 12. Survey plan for L.C.A. 3301 to Mahoe and 

Kamakea (Office of Hawaiian Affairs 2011) 
showing the location of the lo‘i aupuni within the 
overall L.C.A 

 
Figure 13. Portion of L.C.A and Land Grants 

map within Waikapū Ahupua‘a focus on 
L.C.A. 3301 to Mahoe and Kamakea showing 
the lo‘i aupuni within the overall L.C.A, sold 
as Gr 1514 to the same (Monsarrat n.d., map 
scan courtesy of Mr.Hokuao Pellegrino) 

Finally, as previously noted, the majority of Waikapū Ahupua‘a had been set aside as school 
lands to the Department of Education. According to Alexander, through an Act passed on July 9, 
1850, one-twentieth of all lands belong to the Government was set apart for the general purposes 
of Education (Alexander 1890:121). In accordance with this Act, the Minister of Public Instruction 
was authorized to sell or lease any fo the lands set aside for education. In 1865, the same authority 
was given to the Board of Education in Section 749 of the Civil Code. It was under this authority 
that most of the School lands were sold in the same manner as other Government lands, with 
surveys and plans placed on file, except in the case of certain Ahupua‘a that were sold by the Board 
of Education (Board), for which Grants by name were issued (Alexander 1890:121).  

In 1875, the Board sold at auction, the “’Land known as the Ahupuaa of Waikapu, saving grants 
hitherto made within said ahupua’a or sales by the Board of Education’ to Henry Cornwell (Grant 
3152) through a royal patent without survey or statement of area” who then sold to Claus Sprekels 
and others the portion known as Waikapū Commons (In the Matter of the Boundaries of Pulehunui, 
4 Haw. 239 [Haw. King. 1879]). This is particularly poignant as these lands would form the basis 
of the sugar industry in along the alluvial plain of Na Wai Eha, as well as the Central Maui 
Isthsmus. 
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