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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
This document is a compilation of all comments submitted to the Commission on Water Resource 
Management (Commission) on the Instream Flow Standard Assessment Report for the Hydrologic 
Unit of Lāwa‘i (2050). 
 
All comments have been separated into individual sections according to the submitting 
organization or individual, and the date of submission.  Comments are listed in the order they 
were received by the Commission. 
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Transcript of Oral Testimony 
Public Fact Gathering Meeting 

Līhu‘e Civic Center, Moikeha Conference Room 
October 28, 2019 

 
 
1.1 Joseph Kekaulike Kamai 

The lands and the waters, I used to go up there and we used to do eradication for the 
plantation.  The rivers, my kids get the chance to play in the rivers.  If you go back up 
there right now, the next generation lost it.  We used to be able to catch ‘o‘opu, prawns, 
scoop ‘ōpae.  Cannot do that now.  The water is so low.  When it comes down, the 
Lāwa‘i swimming hole, the kids not going to be able to jump off the falls like they used 
to because the thing is so shallow they bust their head open.  And then when you going 
down toward Lāwa‘i General Store, before the water used to come almost to the top of 
the boulders in the back.  Now you lucky if you see little ponds in the waterway.  And 
that was because of a diversion that they did six years ago.  We actually had three of us 
that were taking care of Kalāheo, Lāwa‘i, and Hanapēpē.  We noticed that the Lāwa‘i 
water starting getting lower and lower, then  my friends went up to the top to go check.  
They saw these guys inside there with machinery building.  They were building their own 
wall.  And that’s where you get that section where you guys see the pipe coming out of 
the wall.  That kills a lot of the water that was coming down and was producing down 
below.  Farmers can’t even get their water because of that.  They end up stopping, 
because why?  There’s no water.  But, you know, we have state and federal laws to 
protect that water for the people.  If it’s right for us, it should be right for those people 
with their money.  T’s not fair that they have a choice of taking the water for 65 years and 
not giving back to the land.  This is going even through from the east side all the way 
down.  None of this is fair.  Our children, our grandchildren, don’t have the chance, 
right?  The don’t have the chance to have the fun that we had up there.  And the reason 
why it turned this way, because my uncle is sitting right there.  My aunty is sitting behind 
him.  It’s not right.  It’s not fair.  I regret not having the chance to take my grandchildren 
up there to enjoy themselves.  You know?  And then when my great grandchildren come, 
they not going to be able to see anything like that.  I’m not thinking about myself.  I’m 
thinking about the landowners, I’m thinking about the future.  You know?  Please, if you 
guys got a heart, think of what they doing to our land.  They’re raping it.  They’re 
stealing everything that we have.  It’s not fair for us.  It’s not fair for the kids.  I used to 
go up there and I can feel the mana in the land.  I go up there in the evenings to do my 
eradication.  Ho, brah, score.  Hit one pig here, hit one bigger pig.  I can go pick ‘o‘opu 
for go home.  I can go pick prawns, make one meal before I go to sleep.  Can’t do that 
now.  If you guys were raised in the area, you guys would understand.  We just wish that 
our children, our grandchildren, and our great grandchildren, had the chance to see what 
we had.  I thank you for giving me the time.  I didn’t read what I wrote, but this is for 
your guys. 

 
1.2 Jason Camara 

My name is Jason Camara.  Born and raised in Lāwa‘i valley.  My father get once in the 
valley side, up Lāwa‘i.  Grew up swimming in the falls, all that stuff.  I also own the 
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parcel that is adjacent to Botanical Gardens and bordered between the big waterfall and 
the bottom side of Botanical Gardens.  All my life, you know, like 35 years and over 
family has owned that land.  I’ve never seen the water as low as it was, it is today.  I used 
to dive for prawns in there.  Now, I can walk across the river, rock to rock, without 
getting my shoes wet.  Before I couldn’t do that.  I mean, there’s a noticeable between 
what was then and what is now.  It’s a clear difference.  The reason why this diversion 
was made is probably because of sugar cane, and now it’s for who knows what.  I mean, I 
don’t know.  The falls up by my land in Lāwa‘i, I used to swim in that.  Now, no way.  I 
wouldn’t let my nephews or my nieces swim in the thing.  It’s just stagnant.  The thing 
just not flowing.  I mean, who knows, might be safe, might not.  I don’t know, but it’s not 
as clean as it used to be.  I mean the thing I’m scared about is..  so my land is kind of far 
away from County water.  I cannot get…  It’s millions of dollars to get a line in there, so 
we get hard time for build.  So, the only water we get is for our cows.  We get our cows 
in the bottom.  If we lose that water, the land is almost worthless.  We gotta haul water in 
for our cattle.  You know, this not a full time job, we no more time for be doing that and 
all that other stuff.  If we can get a standardized flow that is constant and would give back 
the life of the river, would be nice.  Maybe I’d swim in that thing again, maybe can 
gather some prawns.  I mean, I don’t really eat ‘o‘opu, but you know, I’m just here today.  
I don’t usually do this kine stuff, but it’s one big thing.  This is big for our family.  I 
mean, years we owned that place, over 35 years.  All we get is one pipe that feeds our 
river.  I mean, personal opinion, I think we should have control of the water coming 
down.  We should be able to manage what we need and then give them to the rest.  I 
mean, if the water was meant to come down the valley, it should come down the valley.  I 
understand guys need water and diversions is for whatever they need ‘em, but priorities 
should go to the landowners below and not to A&B or whoever is diverting this water.  I 
mean, that’s just my feelings.  That’s how I feel.  You guys the experts, you guys know 
the facts.  But if you guys ever like come down to my place, check out the river, you guys 
can come look.  I don’t know what would help you guys, but anything to do to help, I’m 
there.  Thanks for your time. 

 
1.3 Ezikio Quintana 

Aloha, I’m Ezikio Quintana.  I’m just going to be really brief.  I don’t think that any 
report should be made temporary or revisable or not, without having the USGS report 
made public, so that we can make an educated decision.  I think that it’s irresponsible and 
negligent, and sort of disrespectful to us to not give us all the information before making 
a decision.  Thank you. 

 
1.4 Kalanikumai ‘O Na Ali‘i Hanohano 

Aloha.  From Kōloa, my Kalanikumai Ka Maka‘uli‘uli Pua Mo‘i ‘O Na Ali‘i Hanohano.  
I’m seventh generation in Kōloa, which goes back to pre-contact, and my kauhale is at 
the top of the northwest corner of Lāwa‘i ahupua‘a and Kauluamoa pohaku is the mark 
corner rock of the ahupua‘a.  We have some 466 linear feet fronting Pō‘ele‘ele Stream, 
which you guys call the West Branch or the Left Branch, and the local branch on the 
West Branch.  As a practicing cultural mahi‘ai, I grow kalo along with my other plants, 
herbs, and vegetables in my māla, my garden.  I am above the diversions.  We have kōloa 
duck that rest right above the old abandoned lo‘i right below my place.  We have the 
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night heron that live alongside my house in the dark of the stream.  And we have plenty 
prawns for them to feed on.  The water quality is still kind of foul because of all the 
bones piled up at the Andrade homestead from the slaughter house, so there’s high salts 
in the water there.  But, it sustains life.  There’s turbidity.  What I’m here about is that 
water is sacred, water is life.  From the rising evaporative mist warmed by the sun, to the 
dense occluded and positively charged clouds sparked into rain falling upon the mountain 
tops, through drainages to estuaries carrying nutrients feed aquatic, avian, and vegetative 
life as it goes back to the sea.  Lāwa‘i Stream does not carry nutrients back to the stream 
because of the diversions.  It is critical in Hawaiian cosmology that we support this 
Kanaloa, Kū, Lono, Kāne, chain of events that sustains life.  We need water in the 
streams sufficient to sustain the life.  Not little trickles.  When I was child, our family had 
lo‘i down at the end, at the estuary, right there.  And we had enough water for our lo‘i 
before the plantation could take it.  That’s the way it’s supposed to be, in the law, the 
Kānāwai.  It’s supposed to be that the streamflow is supposed to be able to sustain the 
native vegetation, the practices, the fishponds, the lo‘i, and into the estuary.  So many of 
them have been diverted to where we don’t have sufficient flow to sustain turbidity and 
stream life.  Mitigating climate change coming up.  From the ‘ōlelo no‘eau, [speaks in 
Hawaiian].  The branch of Po‘ele‘ele, brings Lāwa‘i to sustain and nurture and flourish 
Lāwa‘i.  But it’s not.  You guys are cutting it off, letting it be cut off to where it’s upside-
down, topsy-turvy.  The reservoirs, the golf courses.  Tell me, do the people and the 
culture need the water more than the golf courses and the tourists?  We should share with 
them.  We share, but not to the point where we are deprived of the water.  And, that’s 
what we need to do.  [speaks in Hawaiian]  Come in the doorway of the mist upland, on 
the stream of Lāwa‘i.  That is supposed to go all the way down and sustain all the way to 
Lāwa‘i kai.  You’ve seen the pictures, I’ve see the pictures of the lo‘i that used to be 
down there.  Again, I’m not saying that we should take it all back, but we should have 
enough to sustain growing.  For climate change, the biggest threat to the west side of 
Kaua‘i is the increasing heat and the less rains.  The only to increase or to mitigate that is 
to increase the greenery, the restoration of streamflow, turbidity and oxygen levels 
sufficient to nurture vegetative growth, traditional lo‘i, from its upper reaches to the 
estuary.  Only by restoring greenery along these streams and having them go all the way, 
can we increase the chance of more rain and mitigate the coming climate change that 
we’re already seeing.  We need all the streams restored from the mountains to the sea.  
Mahalo. 

 
1.5 Bridget Hammerquist 

Aloha.  My name is Bridget Hammerquist and I live in Kōloa.  Thank you for having us.  
I think one of the things that came to my mind, since you’re here for fact gathering, is 
that there seems to be some very important facts missing from the current draft IFSAR.  
And that is, how did the stream go from a low-rock wall diversion dam to what’s there 
today.  We know from the documents we were able to get from your department that 
there was permission to repair the side of the diversion in 2013, but at some point in time 
between 1990 and 2013, there was actually concrete added.  In fact, there’s a letter that 
we have from Director Bill Aila, where he describes it as a low-rock wall dam when he 
was writing to one of the residents who were complaining about the repair being made 
and he was describing it as a low-rock wall dam.  That low-rock wall dam let water over.  
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It overtopped the dam, and that’s what kept the flow in the valley for so long.  But after 
2013 under the guise of the repair, and there was damage done to the side of the diversion 
by downstream users, and the reason it was done was because somebody had added the 
concrete and take more water than had ever been taken before.  I couldn’t find any 
documents, nor were any provided when I did the Freedom of Information Act request 
for a permit to add that concrete across what used to be referred to as a low-rock wall 
dam when it was built in 1925 by sugar.  Then sugar went in ’96, and so the 1,003 acres 
that used to receive drip irrigation from the low-rock wall dam diversion was no more, 
right?  And I noticed, Ayron, you referred to the diversion today as being used for 
agriculture in the Po‘ipū area.  But, I think that’s a little bit of a stretch.  Because, what’s 
really happening is, not only was concrete added to the top, but because some 
downstream farmers, they were actually cattle people, had opened up the sides of the dam 
to let more water in for their cattle, so they could get water to them downstream.  They 
got permission to repair the sides because it got eroded, and in the process when they 
repaired the very side of the diversion, they stuck that pipe in that goes back to the bed of 
the stream.  And that was their way of feeding the stream, a pipe.  That pipe fills with 
mud, fills with leaves, and the stream goes down to nothing.  Meanwhile, more water 
than ever is being take into a different watershed where these reservoirs are, that A&B 
manages, and those reservoirs ultimately carry the water to the Kukui‘ula development.  
Now, Kukui‘ula development, A&B did a smart thing.  They kept at least one field of 
coffee so they can call it agriculture, I guess.  But most of that land is high-end 
development, a 20-acre private fishing lake.  That’s huge.  That’s where that water has 
gone, and that’s for the exclusive use of the residents of Kukui‘ula.  And there’s also a 
farm there with vegetation, fruits, vegetables, where the residents have the exclusive right 
to go and pick vegetables.  And the employees, and I know one of them well at 
Kukui‘ula, they keep that farm, they keep that garden for the owners, and that takes 
water.  But I don’t think that’s really agricultural use, that’s more commercial, private 
commercial use.  And when I was looking through 174C, the Water Code.  If you look at 
174, Sections 52 to 57, they really address that if we know, back in 1989 everybody had 
to list their diversion, right, and they had to say what the water use was for.  And 
McBryde did that.  They said 1,003 acres of sugar were drip irrigation.  But that changed, 
and the never went back, as far as I can tell.  I never got any documents when I asked for 
them.  They never went back to the Commission and said, you know, we still need the 
water but here’s what we’re going to use it for.  And as I read 174C, section 56 and 57, 
those sections specifically charge the diverter of water with the legal obligation to come 
to the Commission and tell the Commission how they’re going to use the water, in what 
way would it differ, and justify the take.  So as I see it, before you set any interim 
instream flow standard, I think that a little more research should be done and maybe we 
should try and figure and calculate out the flow that the stream had before the low-rock 
wall dam had concrete added to it, and not give A&B credit for supposedly agricultural 
use when it’s really for private development, commercial, and they’re making money off 
of it.  And the HRS 171-58 specifically says the waters are waters of the State and only 
the State has the right to give permission to use them.  And as I see it, I don’t think A&B 
ever obtained permission from the department for the use of the water as it’s being done 
today.  And it is depriving downstream users.  Thank you. 
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1.6 Ned Leone 
Thank you very much for holding this meeting.  If I look nervous, I am, so I think I’ll just 
tick to my testimony and try get through it.  So, this testimony is offered On behalf of 
Lāwa‘i Stream. I feel it is my responsibility to let CWRM know some facts that are not in 
their draft.  Lāwa‘i Stream is being choked and fed through a small pipe. It needs your 
help.  I have spent most of my life living, raising a family, farming, tending to the land & 
stream in the ahupua‘a of Lāwa‘i.  We have lived on our farm in Lāwa‘i Valley that has 
approximately 1,000 feet of Lāwa‘i Stream with three long deep ponds running through 
it.  I have seen the stream just about every day for over 43 years and I have seen many 
changes.  My children caught ‘o‘opu, ‘ōpae, and prawns.  They played in a boat going up 
and down the stream.  The stream was healthy, water flowed 24/7 and fluctuated with the 
upper valley rains.  From my observation of Lāwa‘i Stream there has been two times the 
natural flow has been removed.  First, in the mid to late 80s when concrete was added to 
the top of the 1925 low rock-wall dam.  And the second time was in 2013 when CWRM 
gave a sight unseen approval to repair what was described as erosion when in fact the 
downstream owners, the cowboys, dug around the unpermitted, changed dam to maintain 
the natural stream flow for their cows.  The 1925 low rock wall dam that was registered 
with the State was semi-ecofriendly and allowed the water to flow over it into Lāwa‘i 
Stream maintaining a natural flow.  And that was kind of evident by the ‘o‘opu and other 
stream inhabitants.  Later, when the concrete was added to the top of the dam, it diverted 
100% of the water.  It was as if the stream had a lobotomy and the voice of the running 
water was removed from the valley.  The shallow stream beds dried up and the algae 
invaded the ponds.  The ground on our farm cracked. The cowboys needed water for their 
animals so they dug around the raised dam and maintained the opening.  Water flowed 
again, and as the cowboys passed away the opening slowly closed until there was only a 
trickle of water.  Around the end of 2009, I took the time to find out what was happening 
to the stream’s water or lack of water.  I got permission from the landowner to cross his 
property to the dam.  In 2010, I called CWRM and talked to Robert Chong to see if they 
were aware of what was happening with the water.  Between 2010 and 2013, we talked 
about four times.  He seemed like he was unaware of the changes in the dam.  I also 
asked if it was against the law to move some rocks to allow the water to go around the 
dam so water could flow downstream.  He assured me I was not breaking any laws and it 
was State land and water.  On February 16, 2013, the day they were going to pour 
concrete and close the opening, I called Chong and a message in his voice said he was no 
longer working there.  I later found out that Chong signed the repair in 2012.  The repair 
turned out to be a major modification of the dam.  Concrete was poured to close the 
opening and a pipe was added to the repair making it the only source of water for the 
streamflow that feeds the natural habitat for the remaining approximately seven miles.  
My question is, where are the permits for the addition to the top of the 1925 dam?  Where 
are the documents to support the change from a water diversion for drip irrigation for 
1,003 acres of sugar per the 1989 registration of stream diversion works and declaration 
of water use versus water now being diverted to irrigate the corporation’s 1,200 acres 
luxury homes, private golf course and 20 acre fishing lake?  The repair in 2013 closed the 
dam’s opening stopping the natural flow again removing the voice of the stream from the 
valley.  The 2013 closure has devastated the whole watershed.  The small pipe with holes 
in it and an end cap is the only source of water that feeds and nourishes about seven miles 
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of natural habitat from the dam to Lāwa‘i kai, which is the ocean, and that’s the majority 
of the 8.76 miles of Lāwa‘i Stream and the watershed of Lāwa‘i Valley.  When the water 
is low the pipe’s holes get covered up with leaves stopping the water flow.  It does not 
work.  It is a death sentence for the whole watershed and its habitat.  Since 2013, the 
ground water level in our deep pond has dropped about 10 to 12 inches.  The ‘o‘opu and 
‘ōpae are gone.  There is not enough water to flow, the water is too warm.  Per CWRM’s 
hydraulic unit study that you guys passed out on the internet there, Lāwa‘i Stream below 
Lāwa‘i Ditch intake is consistently subject to high turbidity, high temperature, and low 
dissolved oxygen due to reduced flows.  From what I understand, that means it’s dying.  
Today, the diversion takes more water than it did when it irrigated over a 1,000 acres of 
sugar cane.  How can they take and store over 135 million gallons of water using just 
three of the eight existing reservoirs that receive diverted water from Lāwa‘i Stream?  
That water being stored is one of the reasons that Lāwa‘i Stream is in this deplorable 
condition.  This water is held in public trust.  It is not intended for a corporation private 
use.  Lāwa‘i Stream is being diverted to a different watershed to profit a development 
while approximately seven miles, of the 8 plus miles of Lāwa‘i Stream from the 
dam to the ocean, is dying from lack of water.  It is time for CWRM to live up to its 
motto “Ke Kahuwai Pono.”  You are the guardians of the stream, mauka to makai.  Per 
the Water Code:  Water is held in a public trust and it is CWRM’s responsibility to 
protect its health and the habitat of our streams.  It is not for the corporation’s profit and 
greed.  Lāwa‘i Stream needs to have a natural flow reinstated.  Number one.  CWRM 
needs to take control of our streams and not let the corporations have the control as they 
are no longer farmers.  They are now developers and they do not own the water.  I am a 
very concerned citizen.  And on your little picture up there that shows Po‘ele‘ele and the 
other ice pond stream coming together.  Where those two streams come together, about 
25 feet apart, and from where the dam is, it may be about 70, 75 feet, and everything 
leaves.  So what I understand, streams lead into a larger body of water that runs to the 
ocean, it becomes a river.  So, you’re killing a river.  You’re allowing the river to die, 
because in 70 feet it leaves the water, and all we’re getting is this little tiny pipe for seven 
miles of habitat.  Doesn’t make sense to me, you know?  I appreciate you guys holding 
the meeting.  I really appreciate all the ‘ohana back here, putting their two cents in.  
Thank you very much. 

 
1.7 Kelvin Ho 

I wanna mahalo you guys first, for holding this meeting, giving us a voice.  I’ve lived in 
Lāwa‘i valley for 27 years and I’m a newcomer there.  And I live right on the edge of the 
right fork of the river when the valley comes down.  I was just in the stream today, 
working and clearing the hau from the side and the bushes.  In order to get to our house 
and the other houses that are back there, you have to cross over a small cement bridge.  
When get big water and it floods, people know you cannot cross, yeah, because it’s super 
high.  So, the levels fluctuate a lot and you can tell what’s going on mauka from what’s 
happening in the stream.  But in the 27 that I have been in there, I never saw the water not 
flowing.  Always had water flowing, yeah, no matter how dry it is.  Water comes from 
the back of Kahili and comes down and it feeds.  As a cultural practitioner, we were 
always taught that the upland forest is, wao akua, the realms of the gods.  If you hike past 
the waterfall, about a mile from our house and go up, you get into a zone where get 
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‘ōhi‘a, maile, super plenty native plants.  And then the way the realm of the gods flows 
down to wao kanaka, the realm of the people, is through the water.  So it’s like the 
energy and the spirit of all those plants too and everything of the upland forest comes 
down.  So anytime you constrict that, you constrict and block the flow of the divine to the 
people.  That’s one way to kind of see it too.  I understand that diversions from way back 
and this one really no make sense now because with sugar out and the need being way 
less for agriculture, and then taking more water, that doesn’t make sense.  I can see if you 
get less agriculture, you going be taking less water, but if you get no agriculture and 
you’re taking way more water, it doesn’t make sense, yeah.  I know it’s always flow by 
our house, and we’re upstream from Ned guys, and to hear how low the water has gotten 
from people that have lived there and grown up there all their lives is… something gotta 
be wrong.  If it’s always flowing and it’s not reaching them, then something’s blocked.  I 
watched when they put in the pipe.  And for me it’s… I’m upstream from that, so the 
flow part doesn’t affect me so much, but there’s no way the ‘o‘opu can come up and live 
out it’s natural cycle and come through one pipe that blocked.  Especially a small pipe 
like that.  So, yeah, I just really question how all that was done.  And we never have 
really anybody to talk to when it was getting done too, so I appreciate this time.  When 
they were putting in that recent one, the DLNR was there with the State’s approval, kind 
of like protecting the guys that was putting ‘em in.  I know you guys’ role and 
responsibility is… I seen ‘em on the stuff.  You guys are protectors of this and the cycles, 
so it’s really important to recognize that and to fulfill that for the people too.  It’s really 
important.  I have friends in Kīlauea that are organic farmers and their water comes from 
the reservoir system and they use ‘em for grow food and to get that food out to the 
community and stuff, but I’m not really seeing that now on this side.  So, I just ask for 
your… you know, really bring the light upon this and really examine how it was that this 
happened and the streamflow got choked off without any kind of input or permitting.  I’m 
really grateful for everybody here that’s willing to give up their time to come and speak 
on something that really matters a lot to us.  So, mahalo.  Thank you. 

 
1.8 Billy Kaohelaulii 

Aloha.  My name is Billy Kaohelaulii.  Moku of wiliwili ahupua‘a.  When you guys 
divert the stream, Lāwa‘i, you had divert all the streams in Po‘ipū.  Waikomo Stream and 
the other stream used to go to Māhā‘ulepū.  Now when you guys went stop all that, all the 
taro patches that was growing taro down there in Po‘ipū, they went shut ‘em down.  They 
shut the water down.  So all the taro patches, all the taro guys was all bummed out.  They 
couldn’t raise taro down there.  Now, my heiau, in the old days used to raise the best taro 
in there.  And the gold rush guys took all the taro.  That stuff came out of my heiau, 
Kāneiolouma.  I live right there in the heart of that, Po‘ipū.  Now, that heiau used to feed 
a taro patch there, and they went divert ‘em.  When they shut down Māhā‘ulepū and 
Waikomo Stream, they shut down all the rivers down there.  So now, my trip is the 
Waikomo Stream is not going in the ocean anymore.  It’s not feeding the spawning… all 
the fish spawn there.  So all the fish not going come back.  So, my trip is to open up all 
the rivers, like in the old days.  All the rivers was beautiful.  I don’t know why they divert 
‘em.  They taking all the water.  That’s our water, it’s not their water.  And the water is 
coming from Wai‘ale‘ale, and that thing used to go all the way to Māhā‘ulepū, all the 
way down us, all the streams used to… used to feed all the streams.  Now, you get this 
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development coming in.  They don’t have development for their sewer, for water, they 
don’t have nothing.  They no more their setup for garbage, so now they using all our 
water and everything.  You cannot let it happen.  We going end up like the mainland.  We 
going drink chlorine water.  We cannot let that happen.  Somebody gotta change this 
right now.  We want that water flow.  I want all the fish to come back.  Right in Po‘ipū, 
right before you hit the ocean.  I catch prawns, I catch ‘o‘opu, I catch all kine stuff, right 
there at the end of the ocean.  The end of the ocean is all the turtles, all the fish swimming 
around for breeding.  So if you keep on doing this, we going end up jamming up.  And 
then they waste our water, the throw ‘em in the sewer plant.  Supposed to go in the 
natural flow.  We had fish, we had everything in that river.  Now we no more nothing.  I 
never like tell everybody what had in there, because had my Hawaiian rocks in there.  
That’s why I never like tell nobody in the river.  But right on that flat there, used to see 
the wi and the prawns.  And because I used to take care of the sides of the river, I used to 
plant my ginger and all that stuff on the side.  Because it’s water, and I used to grow 
watercress.  All on the side of that river.  Everybody go, how you did that?  I ain’t telling 
you.  You go come over there, raid ‘em.  That’s what everybody did.  And now, when 
they shut the water, I go over there, I look my poor water.  Nothing in there.  No more wi, 
no more prawns, no more ‘o‘opu, no more nothing.  That place had full of… was alive 
that river.  Now, no more nothing.  That’s why, you guys see how much people here 
fighting for water.  We going end up like the mainland, we not going get water.  We gotta 
stop this.  Eh, these guys is rich, they can pay for the water.  We no can.  So all I can 
say… I hope you guys can do something about this, because our waters is disappearing.  
And so is our food.  That’s what we use for water the kalo, water everything.  But now 
everybody diverting our waters, wow.  Thank you. 

 
1.9 Terrie Hayes 

Aloha.  Thank you for being here and for listening, and for look and spending all that 
time, Ayron, walking around with us.  I guess what was shocking to me was to actually 
see the effects now and what they were.  Now, Billy used to go out and catch fish.  Every 
time he go fish, he catch 25 fish.  I mean I have photographs of him with the net, throw 
net.  He went out yesterday and he caught nothing.  No, nothing.  Not one fish.  And Billy 
knows how to fish and where to find the fish.  And the effects, when you say… I noticed 
on one of your slides, you said it’s your responsibility to take care of mauka to makai.  
It’s somehow… what’s happened, that you don’t see that any longer.  You know, DLNR 
knows it’s a problem to try to maintain things in their cyclical manner, because it hasn’t 
sustained anything.  That’s part of what made Aha Moku reestablish themselves and try 
to help the DLNR understand what’s going on.  But if you don’t take the information that 
you’re given and do something with it, what good is it.  It’s tender to the hearts of the 
kanaka maoli.  And the information they gave up, for a reason, was to help preserve what 
is here.  And as you see fires happening around our world, things are scary in California.  
I mean they’re super scary, and I was born and raised there.  And what’s happening there 
every single year, it’s gotten worse.  You know, Hope could tell you about it, she lived 
there.  She knows that 25 years ago when they said, you know, eventually we’re going to 
have big problems.  What makes you think it’s not going to occur here.  We have had 
some pretty devastating fires down in Po‘ipū, but that water is not coming to Po‘ipū.  
When you say that water comes to Po‘ipū, it’s not coming to Po‘ipū.  It’s going to 
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Kukui‘ula.  Let’s be honest about where it’s going.  Is it going for farming, like 
everybody said?  Is it going for the uses?  Negative.  And if that water… when we had a 
meeting with the guys that are downstream users the other night, one of them said, and I 
don’t know if he’s here, but he said, “so that’s our water, and they have it in a 20 acre 
lake.”  So that lake should be public.  If they want to take that water and put it 
somewhere, who are they to keep that water on what they say is their land and make 
something that’s for the people there to use?  That’s BS.  And so the people that need the 
water downstream don’t have it.  And if you look at that diagram you have, I don’t see 
any mention of any lake there.  It says there’s ag use.  What, golf course grass, is that 
agricultural?  Maybe in somebody’s book, but I don’t think so.  And it’s a problem that’s 
snowballing, I think is the word for it.  You know, it’s a little bit this time, it’s not so 
much that time, the water flow.  You know, you come and look and the water suddenly 
appears again, Ayron.  Right?  They know you’re coming and they open up the gates, and 
the guys say, hey, you know, since April it hasn’t been so bad.  Why?  Because 
somebody’s trying to pacify everybody.  Here’s a little more trickle down your stream, so 
you don’t notice.  You gotta stop the taking of the water.  If it’s a public resource, it 
needs to be that.  It’s against moral, legal, state, federal laws, to damage our water, our 
drinking water.  If we don’t have enough water to clarify, to wash out what’s coming 
down, we’re going to have lots more issues as the development continues.  You know, 
it’s just creating a huge problem that we really need to take a look at and not allow.  You 
know, like Billy said, they got enough money.  They can go buy their water.  They can go 
elsewhere.  They don’t need to take it from a place that it’s so precious.  Thank you for 
your time. 

 
1.10 Hope Kallai 

Aloha.  Thanks for coming over, guys.  I have preliminary comments, because I’m sure 
you’ll probably get some more from me.  And, I’m sorry, but in the IFSAR, I never read 
the word interim.  I just read instream flow standard, so that’s what I addressed.  I never 
found interim.  In 2015, $759,000 4-year study was initiated by USGS and you guys, 
CWRM, on low-flow characteristics for streams in southeast Kaua‘i, with the objectives 
to quantify the amount of water available under natural, low-flow conditions upstream of 
the existing surface water diversions, and to characterize the magnitude and frequency of 
low-flows at selected sites downstream of diversions.  The main streams included in this 
study are within the watersheds, or surface water hydrologic units, or Wailua, 
Hanamā‘ulu, Nawiliwili, Puali, Hulē‘ia, Waikomo, Aepo, Lāwa‘i, Kalāheo, Wahiawa, 
and Hanapēpē.  We have major issues on all these waters.  The overall study will now run 
from June 1, 2015 to September 30, 2019.  You guys know they’ve extended that.  The 
total cost increased from $707,000 to $759,460 with no additional funds from the 
Commission than originally anticipated.  This natural, low-flow data must be included in 
this permanent instream flow decision.  Please defer any decision on Lāwa‘i instream 
flows until the southeast Kaua‘i low-flow characteristic study report currently being 
prepared by USGS and CWRM is received and incorporated into this report.  It’s been 30 
years since the declarations of water use, since the Water Code, there’s no reason to hurry 
this up in the next six months before we get these numbers.  The system considers 14 
diversions, reservoirs in series, and impounding water in formerly dry gulches.  All these 
reservoirs are rated high-hazard.  The ones that are not decommissioned, meaning a 
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breach will impact people’s lives or infrastructure downstream.  A lot of this is now 
Kukui‘ula.  This socio-economic impact of this diversion has not been considered.  All 
this floodplain development.  Please include decisions on impacts to floodplains in the 
IFSAR.  And in my letter, I have from the dam safety division, maps of the impacted… 
the floodplains for these reservoirs in series.  And I really don’t think that anybody living 
in Kukui‘ula has flood insurance for these floodplain impacts.  We have FEMA Flood 
Zone A along our stream channels, but the reservoirs are not rated for their floodplain 
impacts.  Please let us have the southeast Kaua‘i instream flow characteristics, because 
everything else we have is just ditch flow records.  We need streamflow records, real 
hydrology on streams, not just ditches for the past century.  So, I don’t see any reason to 
do it premature of getting this study.  And please can we consider, we don’t want another 
Ka Loko.  People that live below these reservoirs need to know the floodplain impacts of 
living below them, and especially earthen dams in series are really scary.  Thank you for 
your time. 

 
1.11 Pua Nani Rogers 

My name is Pua Nani Rogers.  I live in the ahupua‘a of Kealia.  Born and raised there.  
[speaks in Hawaiian].  Greetings from all of us to all of you, well, all two of you.  And 
Aloha Ayron, I remember meeting you before, right, at our Kia‘i o Wai‘ale‘ale meetings 
that we’ve held with Bridget and Hope and many of us.  This water issue has been going 
on for long time.  And I came to just one simple conclusion.  Stop all water diversions on 
our island, from Wai‘ale‘ale to our oceans.  Period.  I’ve said this 30 years ago, and I’m 
still saying it.  I noticed you didn’t even mention Wai‘ale‘ale in your chronology about 
all the things that you did with the streamflows or diversions, so that is, to me, the 
world’s largest and most hewa diversion on earth.  Diverting our Wai‘ale‘ale water.  So, 
please, I read what you wrote.  You know, the first thing when I saw this, I turned to page 
42, because it’s about protection of traditional and customary rights.  And that’s what I 
always stand for, anytime I testify, is for our culture and for our native rights, and for the 
care and the protection and the preservation of our ‘aina.  Ahupua‘a by ahupua‘a.  And it 
states that the State reaffirms and shall protect all rights customarily traditional, exercised 
for subsistence… I couldn’t even finish the word, the whole sentence, because this is all 
crap.  You are not enforcing this law, this article in the State Constitution, because water 
diversions are crimes.  It’s cultural genocide.  You’re killing us, because you divert our 
water.  It’s our waiwai.  It’s the wealth of our lives, of our ‘aina, of our children and our 
great grandchildren, and our future generations.  Which is why we are here, you know.  
It’s not because of us.  It’s not selfish reasons.  It’s for future generation yet unborn.  So, 
I’ll make it very simple and cut to the chase.  I just found out about the diversion at the 
Lāwa‘i Stream, and I think you should actually just stop this whole process right now and 
cease-and-desist further on anymore of your report until we do get the report from the 
USGS.  Which are you familiar with?  You know Chui Cheng, who is working on?  Ok.  
It’s not completed yet and we would like to know if we could please wait until that report 
is out and distributed and we have perused it, and then make decisions on what you’re 
trying to do.  Do you agree?  Ok.  Maika‘i loa.  So, number one, correct all the wrongs.  
All the wrongs is all the diversions.  Make it pono.  Pono means “in perfect order.”  And 
that’s how I believe our streams should be from Wai‘ale‘ale to our kai.  So, mahalo and I 
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hope I hear a response about you not continuing and that you wait, like we would like to 
wait until that USGS report is distributed to the public.  Ok?  Mahalo. 

 
1.12 Chanel Josiah 

Aloha.  My name is Chanel Josiah.  I currently reside Puna, Kaua‘i, but originally from 
Ko‘olaupoko, O‘ahu.  I just first wanted to say mahalo for the opportunity and also 
mahalo to everybody who has testified, sorry, provided testimony thus far and will do so, 
especially our kupuna.  Mahalo for that.  I decided to provide this testimony last minute 
after Uncle Joe shared, because he shared with us this evening many of his mo‘olelo.  All 
of the beautiful memories that water in a sacred place of being has provided for him and 
his memories.  But, he also talked about his regrets of not being able to bring his 
grandchildren to the same places.  And Uncle Joe’s memories, there not stories of the 
past, yeah, they’re facts pertaining to the cultural security that he had growing up, and the 
cultural security that is insufficient for his ‘ohana today.  Should the department deem 
that no cultural practices will be affected, lack of cultural use by the majority of kanaka 
‘ōiwi is a direct result of our displacement in our homelands due to foreign corporate 
interests.  You know, sugar and pineapple plantations, which we contribute… to the 
partial, which both of those, sugar and pineapple plantation era, contributed to the partial 
genesis of oppression and marginalization of our people.  And they are most notoriously 
known for the diverting of water.  Sugar and pineapple plantations didn’t only divert 
water for their own capitalist pursuits, but also imposed a social hierarchy within the 
communities that cultivated a culture within the camps to not makes waves.  We see this 
today, very much so in older generations.  Essentially, I see the diversions of Lāwa‘i’s 
water and all other waters throughout Hawai‘i as a similar situation.  Allowing water to 
be taken away from kama‘āina and given to someone else who will not, and does not, 
care to give us, the people of this land, a voice.  And so, if you understand the plantation 
era, as I do, you see some social similarities.  What needs to be taken into consideration is 
cultural potential of the area and cultural security.  More community outreach, research, 
should be done to evaluate the potential of cultural usage before prioritizing the usage by 
other corporate interests that do not include the farmers of all types.  So the agriculture, 
cultural practitioners, those who are emerging into their cultural practitioner roles, or 
farmers that are up and coming as well, and especially kanaka ‘ōiwi whose identity and 
well-being continuously flow in all of these waters.  Ola. 

 
1.13 Elizabeth Lindsey 

Aloha.  [speaking in Hawaiian]  I live in both Wailua and Kalāheo, and I’m actually here 
to speak on behalf of the wai, which the State of Hawai‘i is illegally taking from Hawai‘i, 
from our ‘āina, from our people.  I have one specific example as to tonight’s discussion, 
which is Lāwa‘i Stream.  Right next to Lāwa‘i Cannery Self Storage, if you drive over 
that road, like I do everyday, you can smell the stink because it’s so pilau.  The stream is 
dry.  And I think everyone who had already shared their testimony tonight, can… I mean 
we all on that same page.  You guys are stealing our water.  It makes me physically sick, 
like I might just throw up right now.  Sorry, kala mai.  I have minutes, so I’m just going 
to take a breath.  I’m going to say mahalo to everybody here tonight, especially our 
kupuna who have already shared.  Just a quick background.  I’m born in 1996.  I’m 23 
years old.  For the sugar plantation ditches to still be in place today and even 
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reconstructed to be fixed, whatever you want to call it, built… You guys are continuing 
that social oppression, socio-economic oppression upon the people of Hawai‘i.  And I’m 
sorry, I’m looking you dead in the eye right now, but I know it’s your job.  You’re here to 
listen to us, but it is also at your hands that this is happening.  You’re stealing directly 
from us, from me, from everyone behind me, from our future, from our keiki.  For what?  
For Kukui‘ula, probably.  Right?  I mean we’ve all seen the maps, we’ve seen the 
diversions, we’ve seen where the water goes to.  You can’t deny the facts.  You provided 
those maps to us.  The water sits right there, at the golf courses.  I hope it makes you just 
as sick as it makes me, honestly.  Sorry, I’m not trying to be sassy, it’s just… I’m so 
disturbed.  So again, yes, 1996.  Why are those sugar plantation ditches still in place.  Are 
we still in that era?  Do we still have our kupuna being slaves to this?  To this system?  
Do you want to continue this?  Is this what you want for Hawai‘i?  It’s not what we want.  
Our voices matter.  We will speak up, because we matter, and you need to listen.  
Stealing our water is illegal.  Against your own articles.  What was it, 53?  53, I think.  
Hawai‘i Constitution, Article 12, Section 7, the state reaffirms and shall protect all rights 
customarily and traditionally exercised for subsistence, cultural, and religious purposes.  I 
don’t see that happening.  Also, to go off of what Chanel had just previously said, you 
also have to take into consideration the potential for cultural practices.  Because I’m 
going to practice my culture in Po‘ipū, near Lāwa‘i Stream, and I want to see it flowing.  
I want full restoration, 100 percent restoration, of Lāwa‘i Stream.  For your guys to do 
your research with the USGS published study that is expected to come out in 2020.  If 
those ditches aren’t removed before that fieldwork is published, then it is incomplete.  
You need to remove the ditches.  You need to restore the stream.  Also, the noninstream 
use and the instream use is not a balancing act.  All use for the stream should be instream.  
Let it flow.  I’m trying to think if there’s anything else I need to say.  Your status quo is 
absolute trash.  It is trash.  You need to redo it.  1988, table 11-1, whatever that is, it’s 
older than I am.  It needs to be updated.  So, you go ahead and update it and you start by 
deconstructing all of the ditches and I will be there to help you if you need help.  Again, 
thank you for your time.  Thank you for listening to us.  Thank you, all of you.  Do you 
have any questions for me? 

 
1.14 Chanel Flores 

Aloha kākou.  Aloha.  My name is Chanel Flores.  I also go my Waipu‘ilani, which is my 
name as well.  Waipu‘ilani, in the Hawaiian dictionary, translates to the ‘waterspout of 
heaven,’ which I like to say it is a beauty to behold, but a force to be reckoned with.  
Which I pretty much live up to my name.  Sitting here before you folks this evening, as a 
descendant of my ancestors, as much of us are doing today and tonight.  We all know wai 
is life, is a life-giving force for all of us.  Not just kanaka maoli, not just kanaka ‘ōiwi, for 
kanaka at heart, but everybody around the world.  That’s pretty apparent, very obvious.  
Waiwai is another terminology that is used often with our Hawaiian culture to describe 
and depict our wealth and abundance.  And you can tell that, as well, with all of the 
legends of the historic facts that are presented in the timeless books that we have of 
where our kanaka would gather or was near natural resources where the water is.  Where 
the water is, life prevails.  So with that being said, you can see the certain destruction that 
has been created by the diversions.  If we still keep our focus on water, we all know, 
aside from the kanaka maoli aspect, we are all made up of water.  I think it’s 75 percent 



14 
 

of us, our bodies are made out of water, right.  If we divert the water in our bodies, what 
do we have?  Basically, dehydration.  Which is what we’re doing to our ‘āina.  And we’re 
dehydrating and pretty much sucking the life supply of our ‘āina.  Not just our people, but 
our land and our future.  And so, I am sitting up here as a cultural practitioner, kanaka 
maoli, a protector like many of us over here.  The terms that you’re going to hear often 
are aloha ‘āina, which is our patriotism or the love of the land, and kia‘i, which are the 
protectors.  And these are not crazes, yeah, this is not trendy words that you’re going to 
hear.  This is terminology that’s going to be heard of and used often, because we are all 
here, this time, holding everyone accountable for their actions that they’ve continued to 
bestow on our lands and our people.  And I’m sitting in the corner here, reading the sign 
that’s up there with the County of Kaua‘i about pride and all the acronyms that each one 
stands for.  With pride, responsibility, integrity, and respect, diligence, empathy, 
gratitude, and humility, is everything that we stand for.  And sometimes I don’t that they 
stand for, to be quite honest.  So sitting before you folks as a descendant of my ancestors, 
I also sit before you folks as an ancestor to my descendants that are still yet to come.  
And as a practitioner of the culture, I love to play music, I sing about these songs, often 
of places that I never get to visit.  One of those places I did get to visit, however, was like 
Hi‘ilawe.  In the valley, we talk about this beautiful, thundering twin waterfalls, that you 
approach and you just have this vision of all the birds circling around these waterfalls and 
these huge, two, twin waterfalls just dumping into this gigantic pond.  I had the 
opportunity of hiking into this place.  And those seven football fields long…yes, one tita 
like me made it into Hi‘ilawe, ok, you guys?  It was the most amazing thing that I did, 
and that’s one of the things that I enjoy as a hula dancer, as a singer, as a cultural 
practitioner, in the many ways that we contribute.  When I got to that waterfall, I was 
kind of disappointed because what I have heard and sang about so much, of these 
thundering waterfalls, was more like a sprinkle that came from the top of this beautiful 
cliff.  Regardless, the view there was amazing.  It’s beautiful.  I’m sharing this with you 
folks because I am hoping that I don’t have to sing mele, like this, any more where it’s 
just a memory, being told of what once was.  And I hope you guys take that into 
consideration for any future projects that you guys choose to get involved in and 
especially with the interim IFS.  Lāwa‘i Stream, if we can bring it back to life, we can all 
enjoy those mele about Lāwa‘i too, and still keep that preserved and perpetuated for 
future generations to come so that people like Uncle Joe don’t have to tell stories of 
things that he used to experience.  We get to still talk about it and sing about it in our 
mele today.  Mahalo. 

 
1.15 Tara Fernandez 

I sat here listening to everybody and I felt that my generation needed to be heard.  I grew 
up in Lāwa‘i valley, and I used to fall asleep with the sound of the river.  And I go there 
now and you cannot even sit by the river and hear anything.  I used to play along with 
Jason that was here and other kids in the neighborhood, and we used to play in the river, 
swim, go in the boats, do all kinds of stuff.  ‘O‘opu, prawns, the tadpoles, the guppies.  
Not even the guppies can survive anymore.  The land is dead.  We have animals on the 
property and we have to give them Department of Water, because we cannot even have 
them drink from the river ‘cuz there is no water anymore.  My kids were young enough 
that they were able to play in it.  But my nieces that go up there now, they don’t even get 
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to go to the river ‘cuz there’s nothing there for them.  My next generation of my 
grandkids, there might not be a river at this point.  If we do not correct what’s going on 
and what we see what is wrong, how will our next generations have anything.  I come 
home, going to the west side, and I see the black pipe overflowing from the water you 
guys are taking.  And it runs down the highway more than it runs down the river.  And it 
is sickening to see that kind of waste, when none of the animals and the fish, the blue 
herons that used to come, the ducks that used to come, there’s nothing.  We’re not trying 
to be greedy, but everybody else around us is.  We just want what is right.  Thank you. 

 
1.16 Brandon Dearstyne 

Aloha.  First of all, I have to begin with, water first.  Water is everything.  Everything 
you enjoy, everything you love, everybody you know, is made up of water or starts with 
water.  Without that, there is nothing.  That is what it starts with.  So let’s get back to our 
roots and remember that first of all.  I’m a transplant.  I was not born here.  I don’t have 
any roots here, but I’ve been here for seven years and I like to call this my home, and so 
I’m going to stand up for it.  You know, Wai‘ale‘ale is the wettest place on the planet.  
Nature is telling you something right there.  And if you think you know better, if you 
think, you know, you know better, that to divert that water, that nature, right then and 
there should be a red flag for you.  This is common sense.  I feel like I shouldn’t even be 
up here talking about this.  We’ve been fighting this for hundreds of years.  I don’t know 
what more you need.  This power, these companies, they will figure it out with or without 
the diversion.  We will figure it out.  We have been.  Life have been going for how long, 
like. you will figure it out.  This is hurting a lot of people.  Lot of elders.  This is, you 
know, hurting people in the future of children that grow up here that will not even know 
the difference if these things happen.  And so, we’re draining all of our resources.  This 
island should be an example of protecting our resources and showing an example of what 
life can be without diverting, without doing that.  You know, I just heard a seventh 
generation local Hawaiian telling you that this is wrong.  How… Right there, that’s 
another red flag that you guys should be like not go through, like… giving you examples 
of how the rivers used to be.  You are destroying life.  You’re taking life.  You are not 
giving life.  And that should be, again, alone, like, enough.  There are laws to protect us, 
to protect our waterways, and that should be enough.  There’s already laws protecting us.  
Like, we shouldn’t be here in a community, all preaching, like we’re all to the choir, to 
ourselves.  This should not be.  Water should not be owned by any man.  It is to be shared 
and, if anything, we should come up with a way to make both sides happy.  Not for us to 
divert all the water, start taking everything.  It’s not sustainable.  It’s the simple fact, you 
know.  It might work for a little bit, but it’s not going to do.  And may I remind you 
before we had a money system, before we had gold or money, our wealth was water.  It’s 
been said again and again, waiwai.  That was our wealth.  You know, it was the 
waterways that gave us our wealth and I think that we should start with all this new 
thing… I mean you guys saw it today with the internet outage.  Like, everybody’s going 
crazy with any internet.  We need to start going back to our roots.  Start going back to 
what we know.  This is upsetting everyone.  You guys gotta ask yourselves, in your 
hearts, do you really think that this is all worth the power that is going to be given.  I 
want to keep it short.  That’s really all I have to say.  Mahalo ke akua. 
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1.17 Felicia Cowden 
Hi.  Felicia Cowden.  I am a County Council person.  I came primarily to listen to the 
needs of the people that are here.  I want to thank you, Ayron, for the walk that we went 
on and looked.  I want to acknowledge to both of you that this is not your fault.  We’re 
not holding you responsible for the wrong that’s happening.  I appreciate that you’re 
listening to be transmitting this voice and this perspective to the people who do make the 
decisions.  I value everything that the people have said, and so I only want to add a 
couple other things that I haven’t heard yet.  I’m not discounting any of what is said.  I’ve 
been serving as Committee Chair for Public Safety and Human Services, something that 
I’m highly conscious of, is our crazy amount of intense infections.  We have a lot of 
bacterial counts in the water, lot of bacterial infections.  I want to try and learn of what’s 
happening.  Why it seems to be so excessive.  Part of it is a lot of standing water in our 
natural streams.  And so, instead of the water flowing, they stagnate.  And there’s areas 
where it builds up and it becomes putrid.  Then, when we do get a big strong rain, the 
water is going to come down and flush down and bring that out into the sea.  Bring it out 
to where people are around, and even just like when people live near these waterways, 
you know, they can’t and shouldn’t really be playing in that little bit of trickle that is left 
there because it becomes concentrated with this high bacterial count.  So, I feel like that 
hasn’t really gotten expressed yet.  And then, just one big broad brush stroke that I see 
across the island, is the amount of sadness, depression, and especially among our youth.  
Two times in the last 10 years, we’ve been at the top of the list for youth suicide and 
youth suicide attempts.  I see all this type of imbalance of power, of being a contributing 
factor of that.  I respect all the cultural aspects that are profound and important, and I just 
don’t want to be speaking beyond what the people are speaking, but I want to bring those 
particular points in place and I think this is really critical.  I’m glad you’re here.  I’m 
disappointed actually, that the companies that are also beneficiaries aren’t here also.  That 
would be nice, so that we were having a balanced conversation, so they would be hearing 
it.  The blame isn’t with you.  But thank you for stewarding this conversation and I 
humbly ask that these people are heard.  Thank you. 

 
1.18 Peleke Flores 

Aloha.  Peleke Flores.  I’m just jumping in with the flow.  Learning little bit, and been 
learning that the flow ain’t so good.  I guess, where I’m from.  Born Hilo, but from 
Waimea and Hanapēpē, my ‘ohana.  Come from taro farmers, hunters, fishermen, 
paniolos, and salt makers.  When I was talking to Uncle Joe, I was like ho, the last time I 
went down there for swim was over 20 years ago now.  But didn’t realize… I wasn’t in 
that mentality yet of how the river was flowing, or healthy or not, just jump in the water.  
At least now, knowing and listening to everybody, I kāk‘oo with everybody says and 
support that.  It is pretty common sense that that river is dying.  Everything else going die 
with it.  From the practices inside, from just your regular harvesting, or living off of the 
river itself, and the practices been built along with it, the cultural ones from making has 
and kahes to catch fish, to the taro patches to the loko i‘a, and down into the river mouth 
where the freshwater gotta go for the limu and everything else outside of that.  Get one 
whole food structure that just got damaged.  One whole icebox that just got damaged.  
Can be returned.  Currently working with Malama Hulē‘ia and we’re restoring the… at 
least cutting down the mangrove to open up the fishpond and can show everybody that 
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can.  That icebox is still there.  Everything else, like, the water just gotta come back and 
we can fix everything.  One kupuna that… the ‘ōlelo no‘eau that always sticks with me, 
is [speaks in Hawaiian].  Talks about how before, back before, the way our kupuna 
preserved food, one of the methods is putting ‘em all in the pa‘akai.  That’s how we kind 
of had to set our mentality now.  We doing restoration at the lo‘i, loko i‘a, it’s all 
overgrown with bushes, or mangrove, or hau bush, but it’s just under pa‘akai.  All of that 
is pa‘akai right now.  All we gotta do is hemo the pa‘akai, wash ‘em off, and the thing 
will feed again.  We in that generation hopefully, when the water come back, we can dust 
off all that pa‘akai and let the thing flow so that our next generation can feed again, so we 
can connect all that food resources. [speaks in Hawaiian]  Mahalo. 

 
1.19 Debbie Jackson 

Debbie Jackson, aka Debbie Lee Jackson, aka Deborah Lee Jackson, aka Meli.  I’m not 
really sure why I use different ones at different times, but just so you know all of ‘em.  
The public trust is a beautiful thing.  The State as the trustee, however, has let us down by 
allowing our water to be taken by commercial use which is a non-public trust use, before 
public trust uses.  I agree with earlier testimonies that call for kanaka to have final say on 
all water use.  Non-public trust uses can take a number, after public trust uses are met.  
[speaks in Hawaiian] 

 
1.20 Joseph Kekaulike Kamai 

There were a couple things that I forgot.  All of us.  We are practitioners.  Uncle Billy 
and I used to do… we used to harvest from the land.  We used to make parties right in 
the… We used to go up… our parties were made simple.  We get all the boys together, 
we run the shoreline, we pick ‘opihi, a hukihuki.  We go pick our limu.  Uncle taught me 
little tricks about how to smell the fish.  You get down there, you know they stay, ‘cuz 
you smell the limu.  When you throw, one throw, you load up your cooler, you gone.  On 
the way home, you go house to house.  You give back.  When they started shutting down 
the wai, they never give us room to go and do our practice, do our pule, thank the ‘āina 
for what it gave us.  They locked us out.  Kalāheo same thing.  You go up the road, soon 
as you reach by the macadamia nut farm, ho, stuck already.  You no can go up any more.  
The thing I came to ask, is to tell ‘em stop locking us out from our ‘āina.  And then they 
come and tell us that, oh, nobody practicing over here.  Nobody gathering.  Why?  ‘Cuz 
you locked the gate on us.  That is the reason why Wai‘ale‘ale, they doing the same thing.  
They put up gates and fences so we cannot go up.  My godfather and I used to travel the 
whole island, mauka to makai.  Fishing, hunting, whatever we got, we took home.  We 
made sure everybody along the way was given food.  I go dive down Māhā‘ulepū, I go by 
Uncle them’s house, by my brother-in-law Kaimana’s house.  We sit down right in the 
garage, right in the… well, they didn’t have a garage, excuse me… was the driveway, 
right underneath the tree house.  Park the truck.  Pull out the cooler and we just start 
giving.  You know why?  The Lord always taught us the more we give, the more we get.  
And it’s not for just us, it’s for everyone.  You no feed one person, you go home and you 
make sure you feed all the kupuna all the way home.  They depriving our right by putting 
up their gates.  They cut off our water and then they always saying, oh, nobody practice 
over here.  You get caught over there, they call the police, first thing.  Oh, we trespassing.  
Why we trespassing, it’s our land?  This cannot keep on going.  My nephews are working 
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hard.  Well, excuse me, our nephews are working hard up Wailua.  They making lo‘i.  
And they had to fight with DLNR, the State, the County, even had to grumble with Grove 
Farm, because they think they own our wai.  But I’m proud of those boys, because they 
no give up.  They keep on fighting hard to prove their rights, to prove the kanaka’s rights 
to the land.  All I asking is for release of water so our children can see, and our children 
to come, so they can see the beauty.  And we all know that that water went from mauka 
to makai, and it nourished everything along the way.  When it was going down, it 
cleansed the land.  When it reached the ocean, he feed the reef.  Right or wrong, uncle.  
You walk around, there was fish all over the place.  The parts where he talking about, 
where we used to go by Kūhiō, yeah, you could smell the fish.  Never need look, you just 
smell.  You close your eyes and you catch the strongest scent and you let go.  And I 
promise you, your net was full.  No more that now.  Never going be like that again.  Until 
they start releasing our water.  The reef’s dying.  Yeah, of course, because the cut off all 
the water going in.  But they using that for an excuse, because they want to keep the 
water to themselves.  The water is not theirs.  Because you guys know the law.  The law 
states that no corporate or individual can own the water.  It belongs to the people.  It 
doesn’t make sense that we have to come in, all of us, have to state our mana‘o, and 
hopefully… well, we pray, that you guys do hear and it’s not falling on deaf ears or blind 
eyes.  Because there’s a lot of damage that has been done.  And it’s going to be hard to 
fix.  And this is what I wanted to say.  Tell them to stop locking us off of our land.  Of 
course we cannot practice, we cannot gather, especially when you get one gate.  If you 
want to get through, you going to have to take a torch to ‘em.  Either that or hook up my 
truck and we blast that thing out of there.  But, it’s not worth it, because all we going do 
is get trouble.  I think I speak for all of our people, especially all of us from my family 
that are gatherers and practitioners.  It’s gotta stop.  It really does.  Because you not 
hurting yourselves, we hurting our mother.  And if she isn’t taken care of, who’s going to 
take care of us.  Thank you. 

 
1.21 Ames Wong 

I representing Hop Hing.  And if anybody over 100 years old over here, you know who 
we are, because we grew rice in Lāwa‘i valley.  On my acreage there, if I going grow 
taro, I need water.  There’s not enough water in the stream to plant any taro.  I need cool 
water, not hot water, because it’s Lāwa‘i ditch now.  It’s not a stream.  It’s not big 
enough to suck water out of the stream for my lo‘is.  So I get five acres down there, and 
all I need is water.  Just little bit more than what we have now, and that’s it.  All I want is 
water. 
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