
 
 
 

MINUTES 
FOR THE MEETING OF THE 

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
 
 DATE:   June 15, 2005 
 TIME:   9:00 a.m. 
 PLACE:  KALANIMOKU BUILDING 
    CONFERENCE ROOM 132 
    1151 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
    HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairperson Peter Young called the meeting of the Commission on Water Resource 
Management to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

The following were in attendance: 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Peter Young 
Ms. Meredith Ching 
Mr. Clayton Dela Cruz 

Mr. James Frazier 
Dr. Lawrence Miike 
 

 
 

STAFF 
 
Glenn Bauer, Kevin Gooding, W. Roy Hardy, David Higa, Charley Ice, Ed Sakoda, Dean Uyeno 
 

COUNSEL 
 
Colin Lau, Esq. 
 

OTHERS 
 
Creighton Mattoon, Glennon “Mahi” Trevenen, Sam Rowland, Sr., Lori Baker, Jim Wood, Dr. 
Gordon Tribble, Stephen Gingerich, John Engott, George Kuo, Dave Penn, Jiacai Liu, Neil 
Hannahs, Michael Gibson, Jonathan Likeke Scheuer 
 
All written testimonies submitted at the meetings are filed in the Commission office and are 
available for review by interested parties. 
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APPROVAL OF MAY 25, 2005 MINUTES 
 
 Chairman Young stated that there was no quorum so the minutes could not be approved.  
Awaiting Commissioner, Meredith Ching, who is on her way. 
 The Chair acknowledged that today was Commissioner Clayton Dela Cruz’s last meeting 
on the Water Commission and thanked him for his years of service. 
 Commissioner Dela Cruz expressed his thanks to staff and fellow Commissioners and 
stated that whatever we do in the future to make sure that we reserve and protect our water.  
 
SUBMITTALS 
 
1. Presentation by the Punaluu Watershed Alliance.  Request that the Commission 

Authorize the Chairperson to Enter Into a Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Punaluu Watershed Alliance. 

 
 Presentation of Submittal:  Mr. Ed Sakoda 
 
 DISCUSSION: 
 
 The Punaluu Community Association submitted a petition to designate the ahupuaa of 
Punaluu as a surface water management area in January 1994.  The Commission approved 
continuing the designation process, however, no action was taken for a few years.  In February 
2002 the Punaluu Community Association sent a letter to the Commission requesting that the 
Commission act on the 1994 petition. 
 
 In June 2002 a meeting was held between the Punaluu Community Association, 
Kamehameha Schools, Water Commission and other members of the current Punaluu Watershed 
Alliance.  The consensus of the group was that instead of going through the designation process 
that could take a long time, it was agreed that everything be placed on hold and the group get 
together and try to work things out.  Part of the Water Code provides for working things out 
before judicial action. 
 
 Mr. Creighton Mattoon representing the Punaluu Community Association related that the 
Association was formed 50 years ago.  It covers the area between Puukihei on one side of 
Punaluu which is the border between Kahana Valley and Punaluu moving northward to the 
Hauula boundary.  They were organized to educate and inform the residents of Punaluu and 
Koolauloa and promote the preservation of the rural lifestyle, health and safety, environmental 
protection and the care and preservation of natural resources.   
 
 Mr. Mattoon stated that they are still an ahupuaa where ohana is very important and they 
try to blend in traditional, historical and cultural values into every day life.  The mission of the 
Punaluu Community Association is to protect and enhance the rural Hawaiian lifestyle in the 
area by promoting health and safety of the ohana, Hawaii’s management of the aina and 
educational activities and economic opportunities.  One of their goals is to educate, inform and 
collaborate with other groups, agencies and organizations to achieve the vision, mission and 
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goals of the Punaluu Community Association.  One of their objectives is to continue and 
strengthen the watershed collaboratively and to achieve a Watershed Management Plan, not only 
for Punaluu but also for the Koolauloa Watershed Management Plan. 
 
Neil Hannahs, Director of Land Assets, Kamehameha Schools, stated his satisfaction with the 
Punaluu Community in healing some relationships and building trust with the people that didn’t 
trust them over the years.  The Kamehameha Schools is pleased with the community and alliance 
with them as well as the enlistment of DLNR and their staff and USGS with their study of 
streams and Board of Water Supply with human resources and funds to help understand the 
legacy of these lands.  This partnership alliance and signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding will be very important and hopefully we’ll have a return from this with economic 
activity in the valley and educational activity through our Summer Explorations Program at 
Kamehameha. 
 
Mr. Ed Sakoda stated the Commission’s part in the alliance.  The Commission provides technical 
support, on legal matters, provides information on the process of instream flow standards 
methodology appurtenant rights, activities that require permits, illegal activities, and keeping the 
community informed of what’s happening.  The Commission is fortunate to be part of this working 
alliance. 
 
Mr. George Kuo, Engineer from the Honolulu Board of Water Supply, (BWS) Long Range 
Planning Section, represented Clifford Jamile, Manager and Chief Engineer.  The Honolulu BWS 
is involved in the Punaluu Watershed Alliance because they recognize the stewardship 
responsibility to the water resource.  With this responsibility their goal is to involve the 
community, landowners and other stakeholders in watershed partnerships, protection programs and 
planning island wide.   
 
In keeping with its mission for water for life, the Honolulu BWS recently funded $200,000 for a 
stream study conducted by the USGS as well as an agricultural water systems assessment to 
identify major non-potable water systems on Oahu.  The intent of these studies is to assist the 
Water Commission in setting instream flow standards for Punaluu Stream through partnership 
rather than by contested case.  The Honolulu BWS is also funding the Koolauloa Watershed 
Management Plan to fulfill the Water Code mandate for updating the county water use and 
development plan.   
 
Honolulu BWS supports the Commission’s staff recommendation and looks forward to the formal 
signing of the MOU that is to take place on July 28, 2005. 
 
Dr. Gordon Tribble from USGS provided a handout on Punaluu Water Issues.  He stated that 
USGS’ role is to provide scientific information that can be used to make some principle decisions 
to how our resources will be managed. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 Staff recommends that the Commission authorize the Chairperson, or his authorized 
representative, to enter into and sign a Memorandum of Understanding (Punaluu Watershed 
Alliance) with the Punaluu Community Association, Kamehameha Schools, Honolulu Board of 
Water Supply, and the United States Geological Survey. 
 

Commissioner Frazier asked if there were independent fee lands as well as Kamehameha 
Schools and if there were many transactions of those lands.  Mr. Sakoda stated that yes; there 
were a few newcomers.   
 

Commissioner Ching stated for clarity that this Watershed Partnership Plan is different as 
it gets into regulatory matters, land use and what happens to the valley.  This plan is for the 
whole ahupuaa. 
 
 MOTION: (Ching/Frazier) 

To approve as recommended by staff 
 UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
 
2. Approval of the CWRM Surface-Water Hydrologic Units as a Management Tool 
 
 Presentation of Submittal: Dean Uyeno 
 
 DISCUSSION: 
 
 A handout prepared by the Commission on Water Resource Management’s staff on 
Surface-Water Hydrologic Units, A Management Tool for Instream Flow Standards was 
distributed.   
 
 David Penn, Environmental Planning Office, Department of Health, (DOH) stated that 
they would like to have the system done another way and agreed to disagree on the system that 
we will be adopting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that: 
 

1. The Commission adopt the CWRM Surface-Water Hydrologic Units: A 
Management Tool for Instream Flow Standards report and authorize staff to 
implement its use in the development of information databases in support of 
establishing instream flow standards. 

 
2. Direct CWRM (to staff) staff to continue discussions with DOH-EPO in 

developing the DOH coding system and unit boundaries, and coordinate 
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implementing program objectives, which will lead to future integration of each 
agency’s respective coding system. 

 
MOTION: (Ching/Dela Cruz) 
To approve as recommended by staff 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
 
APPROVAL OF MAY 25, 2005 MINUTES 
 
Before we continued the Chairman addressed that we approve the minutes for May 25, 2005. 
 
MOTION: (Dela Cruz/Ching) 
To approve the May 25, 2005 minutes. 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
 
1. Briefing on the East Maui Stream Study by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
 
 Dr. Gordon Tribble announced that Dr. Stephen Gingerich would be doing a briefing on 
the East Maui Stream Study.  A study in cooperation with the Water Commission to look at how 
aquatic habitat and flows are affected by diversions in the Northeast Maui area. 
 
 Dr. Gingerich gave an update of what USGS is doing, their goals in Central Maui and 
West Maui.  Every 3 months they update and give status on the Iao-Waihee Aquifers through 
their webpage.  Climate station sites were established at 3 locations to collect data for the water 
budget.  Information will be entered into their database and available to the public.  A final 
survey will be done this July and August from the new benchmarks to all the wells.  This 
information will also be posted on the website. 
 
2. The second briefing by Dr. Gingerich, a study in cooperation with the Maui Department 
of Water to look at ground water resources in Central Maui was done through a PowerPoint 
presentation. 
 
 Dr. Tribble stated that this study was done in cooperation with the Commission, however, 
with the assistance from residents in the area and East Maui Irrigation.  Briefings throughout the 
year are given to keep all informed and on track.  Commissioner Miike asked if there was any 
information that would show the amount of diversions and how much comes from each stream?  
Dr. Gingerich stated that there is information collected by USGS over the last 40 years that tells 
how much each stream is diverted. 
 
 Commissioner Frazier also stated his concern of stream diversions. 
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3. Status Update on the Wailuku Agribusiness Company Inc. and Hawaiian Commercial & 
Sugar Company Waste Complaint Investigation. 

 
A chronology and summary was distributed on the status of the Waste Complaint 

Investigation. (See attached)   
 
NEXT COMMISSION MEETINGS (TENTATIVE) 
 

1. August 17, 2005 
2. September 28, 2005 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 10:44 a.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      PAULYNE K. ANAKALEA 
 
 
Approved as submitted: 
 
 
 
DEAN A. NAKANO 
Acting Deputy Director 


