
MINUTES 
FOR THE MEETING OF THE 

COMMISSION ON WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
 
 DATE:   July 27, 2005 
 TIME:   9:00 a.m. 
 PLACE:  KALANIMOKU BUILDING 
    CONFERENCE ROOM 132 
    1151 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
    HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813 
 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chairperson Peter Young called the meeting of the Commission on Water Resource 
Management to order at 9:05 a.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 
 

The following were in attendance: 
 

MEMBERS 
 

Mr. Peter Young 
Mr. Neal Fujiwara 
Mr. James Frazier 
 

Dr. Lawrence Miike 
Ms. Stephanie Whalen 
 

 
STAFF 

 
Glenn Bauer, Neal Fujii, Kevin Gooding, Roy Hardy, David Higa, Ryan Imata, Lenore Nakama, 
Ed Sakoda, Dean Uyeno 

COUNSEL 
 
Linda Chow, Esq. 
 

OTHERS 
 
Kapua Sproat, Yvonne Izu, Rick Fontaine, Jonathan Scheuer, Avery Chumbley, Matt Higashida, 
Randy Hara, Dave Penn, Teresa Dawson, Sunny Lewis, Betsy Gagne, Barry Usugawa, Glenn 
Higashi, Delwin Oki 
 
All written testimonies submitted at the meetings are filed in the Commission office and are 
available for review by interested parties. 
 
{Note:  language for deletion is bracketed, new/added is underlined} 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
1. June 15, 2005 
 
 MOTION: Frazier/Miike 
 UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Chairperson Young introduced and welcomed Neal Fujiwara, newly appointed Commissioner to 
the Commission on Water Resource Management. 
 
Chairperson Young also recognized Neal Fujii, State Drought Coordinator, as DLNR’s 
Employee of the Year. 
 
SUBMITTALS 
 
1. Application for a Stream Channel Alteration Permit (SCAP-OA-381), Gabion Retaining 

Structure to Stabilize East Streambank, Kaneohe Stream, Oahu (TMK (1) 4-5-030:041) 
 
 Presentation of Submittal:  Ed Sakoda 
 
 DISCUSSION: 
 
 The applicant for this project is the City and County of Honolulu, Department of Design 
and Construction.  They propose to construct 75 linear feet of gabion wall at the east bank of 
Kaneohe Stream on Oahu.  This project is to stabilize the stream bank along the area of Bay 
View Golf Course.  They are going to divert the stream away from the project area using 
concrete barriers. 
 
 Commissioner Whalen asked if there were other gabions constructed here and on the 
mainland.  David Higa, staff answered that there were gabions built in the Pearl City, Manoa, 
Waimanalo and Kapiolani Boulevard areas.  To his knowledge there were no gabion wall 
failures reported during the past 15 years. 
 
 Commissioner Frazier suggested adopting staff’s recommendation and asked the 
applicant if there were other improvements in the vicinity of this project. 
 
 AMENDED RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 That the Commission approve a stream channel alteration permit for a gabion retaining 
wall at Kaneohe Stream, TMK (1) 4-5-030:041.  The permit shall be valid for two years, subject 
to the standard conditions for a stream channel alteration permit. 
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The Commission directed staff to contact the applicant regarding the condition of the 
Kaneohe Stream channel lining adjacent to this gabion retaining wall and to see if they had 
considered other actions to prevent further deterioration of the existing lining. 
 
 MOTION:  Frazier/Whalen 
 To approve recommendations with amendments 

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED AS AMENDED 
 

2. Request for Chairperson’s Authorization to Enter into a Memorandum of Agreement with 
the County of Hawaii Department of Water Supply to Partially Fund the U.S. Geological 
Survey/Commission on Water Resource Management FY06 Cooperative Agreement. 

 
Presentation of Submittal: Mr. Glenn Bauer, State Geologist 
 

 DISCUSSION: 
 
 The Commission amended page two of staff’s submittal stating that the anticipated State 
share of the cost for the FY 06 Cooperative Agreement be changed from $336,741 to $342,741.  
In addition, the earlier estimate of a 52 percent cost-share by the State be reduced to 51 percent.  
This change will be reflected in the final estimated cost to the Hawaii County DWS. 
 
 RECOMMENDATION: 
 
 That the Commission authorize the Chairperson to enter into a Memorandum of 
Agreement with the Hawaii County DWS to fund water level measurements for wells owned by 
the Hawaii County DWS and monitored under the USGS FY 06 Cooperative Agreement. 
 
 MOTION: (Whalen/Frazier) 
 To approve the submittal with amendments 
 UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED AS AMENDED 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
 
1. Water Use Permit Processing and Criteria Briefing 
 
 Roy Hardy, Ground-Water Regulation Branch Chief, briefed the Commission on the 
current status of the water use permit application and process update.  Using PowerPoint, Mr. 
Hardy presented background information on the reasons for the update, affected areas of the 
State, and parties involved in the permitting process.  The briefing identified problems with the 
current process, provided an analysis of the pertinent sections of the Water Code and 
Administrative Rules, and highlighted the major unresolved issues that staff is working through. 
 
 Commissioner Miike clarified that domestic use is ‘general’ domestic use rather than 
individual.  He also clarified that the Significant Historical and Cultural Sites should be under the 
public trust resource protection instead of the public trust of native Hawaiian rights. 
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 Jonathan Scheuer from OHA commended CWRM for the work done however, stated that 
the current form is not working for many people.  He asked if the presentation could be made 
available on the website.  Staff said it would be posted. 
 

Kapua Sproat attorney with Earthjustice stated their involvement with the water use 
permitting process in both the Iao and Waiahole proceedings.  Ms. Sproat also commended 
staffs’ time and effort spent on revising this process.  Also recognized in this effort was former 
Deputy Director, Yvonne Izu, as she was instrumental in initiating this revision process. 
 
 Ms. Sproat requested that there be a section or place on the form where the people can fill 
out information to address the seven criteria.  She suggested that examples could be provided. 
 
 A suggestion was proposed to date stamp the application when received but make a 
determination of completeness until a check by staff was made. 
 
2. Stream Protection and Management (SPAM) Program Implementation Plan Presentation 
 

 Dean Uyeno gave a PowerPoint presentation and handout.  He also stated that this 
Implementation Plan was not required but is necessary to move the SPAM Program 
forward.  The plan is a critical step to laying out the foundational elements that shall 
guide the program, while seeking to provide consistency and transparency to the 
complexity of issues that the Commission is tasked with confronting.  The plan is 
intended to be a “living” document that shall be evaluated periodically over the course of 
each year, to identify tasks that have been completed, those that must be initiated, and 
any new tasks that need to be included.  It shall also serve as a tracking mechanism for 
the overall progress of the SPAM Program objectives. 
 
 The structure of the plan is organized into two primary strategic issues.  Within 
each strategic issue are various actions, and within each action are specific work tasks.  
Mr. Uyeno highlighted the two strategic issues as: 1) Develop the necessary 
informational resources and processes to support the establishment of a standardized 
instream flow standard methodology; and 2) Improve understanding of program issues 
and enhance coordination of program activities to more effectively promote the 
objectives of the Stream Protection and Management Branch.  A summary of the various 
actions and work tasks were presented, including database development, GIS-
development, development of a standardized interim instream flow standard 
methodology, field verifications, identification of surface water policies, and improving 
public outreach and education. 
 

3. A GIS-based Stream Hydrology Model Project, sponsored by the Division of Aquatic 
Resources and the Commission on Water Resource Management, to assist the 
Commission in developing an instream flow standard-setting methodology-by Dr. James 
Parham 
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Dr. James Parham gave a PowerPoint presentation describing the GIS-based 
rainfall-runoff hydrological model he is developing to provide an estimate of discharge 
quantities in streams with incomplete or non-existent flow records.  Following a brief 
description of a stream hydrograph, Dr. Parham identified the project steps as: 1) 
assembling the GIS data; 2) choosing a set of gaged streams; 3) developing and executing 
the rainfall-runoff model with known discharge records to determine the model 
parameters; 4) running the model on a second group of streams to compare the results 
with the known discharge record to estimate the model’s accuracy; and 5) reporting the 
results. 

 
 The expected benefits of the hydrology model will aid the Commission in 
predicting steam discharge characteristics including timing, magnitude, and duration of 
stream discharge in response to rainfall intensity.  Further integration of the GIS 
hydrology model with a GIS habitat model (for native aquatic species) will help to 
identify “ecologically” important flows for the protection and maintenance of native 
fishes and invertebrates, while estimating the available habitat with respect to discharge 
under various management scenarios. 
 
 Dr. Parham also noted a trend in the declining numbers of U.S. Geological Survey 
streamflow-gaging stations nationwide, as presented in a National Academy Press report 
entitled “Assessing the National Streamflow Information Program.”  This decline of 
gaging stations will further increase the need for reliable hydrology models to assess 
flows in streams with incomplete or non-existent flow records.  Dr. Parham summarized 
the various types of data that will be incorporated into the hydrology model, including 
radar rainfall estimates, slope, land cover, land use, soil, and geology.  When applied in 
conjunction with additional data sources and interaction with various stakeholders, a 
comprehensive instream flow standard could be developed incorporating all instream 
uses for all streams statewide. 
 

NEXT COMMISSION MEETINGS (TENTATIVE) 
 

1. August 17, 2005 
2. September 28, 2005 

Meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
PAULYNE K. ANAKALEA 
Secretary 

 
Approved as submitted: 
 
 
DEAN A. NAKANO 
Acting Deputy Director 


