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The Commission on Water Resource Management (Commission) is currently updating the State 
Water Resource Protection Plan (WRPP), a long-range plan that provides guidance and 
direction for protecting and managing Hawaiʻi’s water resources. As a part of the WRPP update 
process, the Commission is hosting seven “Hawaiʻi Water Workshops” throughout the state to 
hear about water management issues and ideas in those communities. This will inform the 
Commission’s thinking as it formulates the WRPP Update. These notes are for the fifth 
workshop, held on Kauaʻi at the Planning Commission Meeting Room on March 19, 2015. 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Community Participants: 37 participants signed in, it was estimated that about 50 people 

were present 
Water Commissioners: Denise Antolini 
Commission Staff: Lenore Ohye, Jeremy Kimura, Neal Fujii 
Townscape (Consultant): Sherri Hiraoka 
 

“ONE BIG WATER ISSUE” 
Participants were asked to share their one big water issue to give the group an idea of where 
interests lay. Those issues included: 
 

1. Diversions 

2. Diversions 

3. What is the process? What do management and rules mean for neighbor island folks? 
The process is Oʻahu-centric 

4. Ensure enough water for the Department of Hawaiian Home Land (DHHL) tenants. 
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ONE WATER ISSUE (CONTINUED) 
5. What water problems can be solved with easy solutions? 

6. DHHL water rights and reservations. 

7. Fair and consistent application of law for small landlords and water users. 

8. ʻAuwai and water pathway health. 

o Water is being diverted and ʻauwai are collapsing. 
o Where is this happening? 

9. Diversions, waste, and stream protection. 

10. Water conservation 

11. Years ago, Kauaʻi Department of Water (KDOW) replaced cast iron pipes with asbestos 
pipes. 

o Asbestos water pipes are still in the ground. 
o Grove Farm also uses asbestos pipes. 
o How toxic is asbestos in pipes? 
o We need to remove those asbestos pipes. 

12. How much water does Kauaʻi have? 

13. Responsible water use and reuse of recycled water. 

14. Want to learn more about water rights issues and be updated on their ststus. 

15. Water rights issues. 

16. Availability of water. 

17. Management and protection of water resources. 

18. Native ecosystems: flora and fauna 

19. Advocate for following kūpuna practices for managing water through ahupuaʻa 
management system. We need and want assistance. Commission should attend 
ahupuaʻa meetings. 

20. DHHL wait-listers are not getting land in Puʻuʻōpae and Anahola because there is a lack 
of water. Access to water would reduce the waitlist for homesteaders. 

21. Allocation of water among competing users. 

22. Water diversions and who does water belong to? Is there enough? 

23. Impact of removal of cesspools and replacing them with septic systems – are they better? 

24. Concerned about the proposed dairy and possible pollution from allowing it. 
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ONE WATER ISSUE (CONTINUED) 
25. Water Code and Commission – the Commission is supposed to uphold the Code, but 

laws are only enforced when court action is taken. 

26. Wellhead/source water protection. 

27. Total management of water resources. Follow up on diversions. 

28. Availability of water for agriculture. 

29. Availability of water related to drought and agriculture. 

30. Coastal zone management, offshore properties, and agriculture. 

31. Water conservation and education on water. 

32. Concerned about reservoirs drying up in the Puna moku. Why are reservoirs drying up? 

33. Major diversions, especially in Kōkeʻe; wastefulness. 

34. Protect the water of drinking and ground water. 

35. Source water protection. 

36. Water diversions. 

37. Who owns the water? 

38. The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) and DHHL need to coordinate 
planning. 

 

PRESENTATION 
Lenore Ohye welcomed participants to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending and 
Sherri Hiraoka discussed the importance of water and gave a brief introduction to water 
management in Hawai’i. Jeremy Kimura then provided an overview of the Commission on 
Water Resource Management, Hawaiʻi’s ground and surface water resources, the Hawaiʻi 
Water Plan, known water resource issues, and water resource management strategies. 
 
DISCUSSION 

After the presentation, the community shared their water resource issues and concerns, as well 
as ideas for how to improve any future outreach efforts. Comments from the community are 
presented below, with follow-up responses, as applicable. 
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COMMENT/ISSUE RESPONSE 
FUTURE COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
1 Hold the meeting on a weekend so it can be whole day, 

through lunch. Recap the 2008 WRPP 
CWRM held a briefing on April 28, 2015 to provide additional 
background on the CWRM and its management and protection 
programs described in the 2008 WRPP.  The 2008 WRPP has been 
posted on the CWRM website since its completion in 2008.  Please visit 
our website at 
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/planning/hiwaterplan/wrpp/ if you would 
like to view or download the document. 

2 Do the presentation in multiple locations and on different 
days. 

Unfortunately, due to staff and budget constraints, we are not able to 
conduct a multi-day and multi-location workshop; however, the CWRM 
traveled to Kauai on April 28 and 29 to conduct site visits, hold a 
regular meeting at which Kauai water issues were discussed, and 
conduct a briefing on the CWRM and its programs.  

3 Better moderate the meeting. We will strive to do better next time. 

4 Start with when water will be restored. CWRM has restored water in streams where there is found to be an 
imbalance between instream values and offstream uses. Section 3 of 
the WRPP Update will discuss Interim Instream Flow Standards and 
Section 5 will discuss regulatory controls over streams. In addition, 
anyone can file a complaint and/or a petition to CWRM to restore 
water in a particular stream. Please contact the Stream Protection and 
Management Branch at 274-3141 (ext. 70234) for more information.   

5 The community needs more information on the WRPP update 
process in order to participate.  This presentation presented 
too much information too fast. 

The updated WRPP will include strategies to improve community 
engagement and outreach. Also, please see response to Comment 1. 

6 The community needs to have the 2008 WRPP presented in 
order to be able to determine what needs to be changed. 

 Please see response to Comment 1. 

7 We need more time to get and digest the WRPP information.  Please see response to Comment 1. 
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FUTURE COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
8 Clarify what the Commission can work on as a part of the 

WRPP. Refer out issues that other agencies can work on. 
Information about the WRPP and what should be included can be 
found on our website at:  
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/planning/hiwaterplan/wrpp/.  Comments 
received that are outside of the jurisdiction of the Commission will be 
referred to the appropriate agencies. 

9 Meet with the County Planning Departments to get the word 
out. Give them information and resources to share. 

CWRM will continue to improve relationships with the County Planning 
departments on all the islands.  The County Water Use and 
Development Plan process is the primary means for the Planning 
departments to collaborate with CWRM and the water departments.  
CWRM recently met with the Planning Department and the 
Department of Water to discuss coordination between the County 
Water Use and Development Plan and Kauai community development 
plans. 

10 Invite DHHL and beneficiaries to meetings – water affects 
people getting onto the land. 

If you would like to be notified of any future CWRM meetings you can 
subscribe to our mailing list by contacting us at dlnr.cwrm@hawaii.gov.  
CWRM will continue to work with DHHL to protect their rights to water 
under the State Constitution and Water Code.  

MANAGEMENT OF WATER AND ENFORCEMENT 
11 Process takes too long – we need action!  Water is being 

diverted and sold. 
If there is a complaint regarding water use, please contact the CWRM’s 
Stream Protection and Management Branch 274-3141 (ext. 70234) or 
Ground Water Regulation Branch 274-3141 (ext. 70225) or through our 
website (http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/aboutus/contact/). 

12 Commission staffer is needed on Kauaʻi. While we would like to have staff on the neighbor islands, CWRM 
currently has only 23 authorized positions.  Should we acquire 
additional staff, consideration will be given to establishing neighbor 
island offices.  

13 If Kauaʻi were a water management area (WMA), would 
complaints be heard on Kauaʻi? Issues need to be heard on-
island to allow the community to participate. 

An island does not have to be or have WMAs for CWRM to hold 
meetings there.  Based on comments we received statewide, we have 
recommended to the CWRM and its management that CWRM meetings 
be held more regularly on neighbor islands. 

  

mailto:dlnr.cwrm@hawaii.gov
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/aboutus/contact/
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MANAGEMENT OF WATER AND ENFORCEMENT 
14 What is the WMA designation process? Anyone can file a 

petition. Hulēʻia Stream diversions. 
The WMA designation process as well as the petition to designate an 
area as a WMA can be found on the CWRM website at:  
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/groundwater/gwma/ Additionally, the 
WMA designation process will also be discussed in section 5 of the 
WRPP Update.  

15 Do state water laws encapsulate Kingdom law? The answer is “yes” but somewhat complicated. Hawaii Revised 
Statutes section 1-1, originally passed in 1892, reads as follows: “The 
common law of England, as ascertained by English and American 
decisions, is declared to be the common law of Hawaii in all cases, 
EXCEPT as (expressly provided by the Constitution or laws of the United 
States, or by the laws of the state, or) fixed by Hawaiian judicial 
precedent, or established by Hawaiian usage.” (The language in italics 
was added later.) 
All Hawaii supreme court cases and laws up to 1898 are technically 
“kingdom laws.” And throughout the years since then, the territorial 
and now state supreme court has made various decisions that 
expanded on, revised, or rejected their rulings previously made during 
the kingdom. Examples of rights that can be traced back to Kingdom 
laws and/or Hawaiian usage include appurtenant rights, and traditional 
and customary practices. 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/groundwater/gwma/
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COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION/INVOLVEMENT 
16 WRPP Update needs to have a strategy for interfacing with 

communities. Information needs to flow both ways to have 
good management! 

 CWRM will discuss possible community interface strategies in the 
WRPP update.  

17 Why doesn’t the Commission have a representative from 
Kauaʻi?  

The process for nomination, selection, and confirmation of a 
Commission member is laid out in the State Water Code.  The statute 
requires that each member have substantial experience in the area of 
water resource management.  Geographic representation is not a 
current requirement.  

18 The community has knowledge of ʻauwai and maps. As we work through specific cases, information from the community 
will be very valuable and much appreciated in order to help the CWRM 
make the best decisions. 

DATA COLLECTION, MONITORING, AND ANALYSIS 
19 We need maps of water sources. Maps should show physical 

water boundaries and not just maps of management areas. 
 The updated WRPP will contain map illustrations showing established 
hydrologic units and the general locations of wells and stream 
diversions.  For more detailed information, please contact our office at 
274-3141 (ext. 70214) or through our website 
(http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/aboutus/contact/). 

STREAM PROTECTION 
20 Moloaʻa does not get County water. There are new diversions 

since 2001 that have not been decommissioned. A stream 
diversion complaint was submitted. 

The Stream Protection and Management Branch’s regulation section is 
currently investigating this complaint.  

21 Do Kauai streams have instream flow standards (IFS)? Yes, interim instream flow standards for all Kauai streams were 
established by the CWRM in 1988 by Administrative Rule §13-169-45. 

  

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/aboutus/contact/
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STREAM PROTECTION 
22 Streams are in bad shape. Growth will require more sources, 

but they should not come from streams. 
An amendment of the interim instream flow standard would be 
required to allow additional water diversion.  Please contact the 
CWRM’s Stream Protection and Management Branch at 274-3141 (ext. 
70234) or through our website 
(http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/aboutus/contact/) for more information 
on the amendment process.  Instream flow standards will also be 
discussed in the WRPP. 

23 Can the Commission visit the Hanapēpē River? There is work 
being done in the back of the valley. Dams. Falls area. Low 
water flow. 

Please contact the CWRM Stream Protection and Management Branch 
at 274-3141 (ext. 70234) or through our website 
(http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/aboutus/contact/)  if you would like to 
file a complaint or initiate an investigation regarding surface water 
resources on Kauai. 

24 Is the Mana Ditch included on the Commission meeting 
agenda for April? 

The April 2015 CWRM meeting on Kauai discussed the Kekaha ditch and 
Kokee ditch systems.  Minutes from those meetings are posted at the 
CWRM website here: 
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/newsevents/meetings/  

GROUND WATER PROTECTION 
25 Koloa volcanics series: USGS did a study on ground and 

surface water interaction. They need to return. Water 
budgets need to be changed.  

The USGS will be updating their recharge estimates for Kauaʻi in the 
near future. Please contact the USGS Pacific Islands Water Science 
Center at 808-690-9600 for more information. 

26 Have we addressed carrying capacities? Do the recharge 
updates and sustainable yields represent this? 

The concept of carrying capacity in terms of water sustainability is 
addressed in part through the County Water Use and Development 
Plans.   Sustainable yields represent the amount of ground water that 
can be utilized without harming the resource. Recharge estimates takes 
into account current land uses, though future scenarios may also be 
analyzed.  CWRM uses recharge information to calculate sustainable 
yield as will be discussed in section 3 of the updated WRPP. To be 
precautionary, CWRM will adopt only the most conservative estimate 
of sustainable yield unless there is a robust monitoring network, 
hydrologic studies, and numerical models.    

 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/aboutus/contact/
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/aboutus/contact/
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AGRICULTURAL WATER NEEDS 
27 Farmers should get water in Anahola If you would like more information on the process of drilling a well or 

installing a stream diversion for irrigation needs, please visit our website 
at http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/info/forms/ or call us at 274-3141 (ext. 
70214).  There are also ditch systems in the Anahola area that may 
provide water for agricultural irrigation.  

28 Diversions came about because reservoirs were closed after 
the Kaloko Dam break. How do we recapture water for 
agricultural use? We need to have better understanding and 
regulation. 

For more information on the dam safety regulations, please call 274-
3141 (ext. 70230) or visit the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources’ Engineering Division webpage at 
http://dlnreng.hawaii.gov/dam/. 
For more information on stream diversion regulations, please contact 
our Stream Protection and Management Branch at 274-3141 (ext. 
70234) or visit the website at 
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/surfacewater/permits/. 

WATER QUALITY 
29 Does the Commission monitor for pesticides (particularly for 

glyphosates)? 
CWRM does not monitor for pesticides.  The Departments of Agriculture 
and Health have programs related to pesticide regulation and 
monitoring.  For more information, please view DOH’s Pesticide Fact 
Sheet at:  
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3
&ved=0CCoQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Feha-
web.doh.hawaii.gov%2Feha-cma%2Fdocuments%2F1326618d-b8ec-
4b82-a363-
9e6dcb3f38d5&ei=1f1oVYSSBsGfyATN0ILYDg&usg=AFQjCNG42ZyqvVkB
AH9I7oH21b3r9AfhwA  

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/info/forms/
http://dlnreng.hawaii.gov/dam/
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LAND USE/WATER USE 
30 It is difficult to get new meters in Līhuʻe but there is a lot of 

development planned in the land use plan. 
Please contact the Kauai Department of Water at 245-5442 for more 
information on the process for obtaining new meters for existing and 
future planned developments. 

31 Water planning should precede land use. There needs to be 
integration. 

The County Water Use and Development Plans are a means to integrate 
water and land use planning. Please call the CWRM’s Planning Branch at 
274-3141 (ext. 70216) or visit the following website for more 
information:  
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/planning/hiwaterplan/countyplans/.  

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/planning/hiwaterplan/countyplans/
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NEXT STEPS 
• Workshop notes 

o Notes from the Water Workshops will be posted to the Water Resource Protection 
Plan Update website at: 
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/cwrm/planning/hiwaterplan/wrpp/wrpp2014/ 

o The Commission will share the notes from this workshop with other water agencies 
that had comments and/or questions relating to their missions and purviews. 

• Remaining Workshops: Workshops are being held on Hawaiʻi Island in Kona and Hilo. 
Please see the WRPP Update website for dates and locations. 

• Schedule: The Public Review Draft WRPP Update is expected in Summer 2015. Public 
Hearings on the Draft will be held in late 2015, with the Final Plan report expected in 
Spring 2016. 

 

HANDOUTS 
• WRPP Update Fact Sheet 

• Hawaii Water Workshop Agenda 

• Slideshow Presentation 

• Comment Sheet 


