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Approval of Chairperson’s Appointment of 
Marvin Kaleo Manuel, as First Deputy to the 

Chairperson of the Commission on Water Resource Management 

In accordance with Section 174C-6, Hawaii Revised Statute, I am hereby submitting for your 
approval, my appointment of Mr. Marvin Kaleo Manuel to the position of First Deputy for the 
Commission on Water Resource Management with the Governor's concurrence (Exhibit 1).  He 
began working as Deputy on January 28, 2019, subject to your approval. 

HRS §174C-6(a) states, in relevant part, “The deputy shall have experience in the area of water 
resources and shall be appointed by the chairperson with the approval of a majority of the 
commission.”  HAR §13-167-8(a) contains an identical provision.  Exhibit 2 provides 
Mr. Manuel’s background that shows he was formerly the Acting Planning Program Manager 
with the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL) where he led a team of planners and 
community specialists to create affordable housing and homestead communities for native 
Hawaiians across the state.  Mr. Manuel was instrumental in developing DHHL’s first-ever 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Water Policy Plan, coordinating with the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources’ Engineering Division to update the State Water Projects Plan in May 2017, 
and securing water reservations for DHHL in Keauhou, Kona and Waimea, Kaua‘i, and 20 
groundwater aquifer systems statewide. 

Mr. Manuel completed traditional ‘ūniki rites as a Ho‘opa‘a in 2017 with Kumu Hula Victoria 
Holt-Takamine of Hālau Pua Ali‘i ‘Ilima.  He also holds a B.A. in Hawaiian Studies, a Master’s 
in Urban and Regional Planning, and a Graduate Certificate in Historic Preservation, all from the 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa.  His Hawaiian and western educational training serve as an 
excellent foundation for the job of representing and supporting the Commission on Water 
Resource Management and its staff in protecting and managing the precious water resources of 
Hawai‘i. 

Most recently, Mr. Manuel was selected as one of 21 emerging leaders from across the Asia 
Pacific region representing 16 countries and territories to participate in a design workshop with 
the Obama Foundation to network and develop a program that thinks holistically about solutions 
to shared challenges like climate change and water resource management.  
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RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Commission approves the appointment of Mr. Marvin Kaleo Manuel to the position of 
Deputy to the Commission on Water Resource Management effective as of January 28, 2019. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SUZANNE D. CASE 
Chairperson 

Exhibit 1 – Department of Land and Natural Resources’ New Release dated January 18, 2019 
Exhibit 2 – Mr. Marvin Kaleo Manuel background 
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EXHIBIT 1 
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EXHIBIT 2 
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