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What is a Comprehensive Exemption List and why do 
we need one?

3. The CWRM currently uses the 2015 DLNR Exemption List.  However, the AG has recently noted that 
CWRM is only administratively attached to DLNR.  Therefore, the CWRM is creating its own 
exemption list under the new administrative rules, effective August 9, 2019 – “HAR 11-200.1”.

1. If Chapter 343 is triggered (Exhibit 1), the agency or applicant must either prepare an EA, an EIS, or 
exempt itself from the preparation of such documents by one of 10 exemption classes enumerated 
under HAR §11-200.1-15. (Exhibit 2)

2. The administrative rules promulgated under the authority of §343-6 (a)(2), HRS, and specifically 
§11-200.1-16 HAR, allows agencies to develop their own exemption lists for actions considered 
to have minimal or no significant effects to the environment.



Environmental 
Review

When a project is first proposed 
it is subject to Chapter 343 HRS.

2014

The triggers for an 
environmental review are shown 
in HRS §343-5 (Exhibit 1).

An environmental review – an EA or 
EIS – is required whenever a 
program or project is proposed that 
may have an environmental impact.



•§ 11-200.1-15 [Exemption classes]

•§ 11-200.1-16 [Separation into Part 1 and Part 2]

•§ 11-200.1-17 [OEQC Exemption notices]

As of August 9, 2019 new rules known as HAR Chapter 11-200.1 are in effect.  
These new rules affect the Agency Exemption Lists for the OEQC under Chapter 
343 HRS.

SECTIONS

Repeal of Chapter 11-200 and Adoption of Chapter 
11-200.1 Hawaii Administrative Rules (HAR)
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Chapter 343 Exemption with HAR §11-200.1  

§11-200.1

PART 1

PART 2

CH.343 HRS 
Exemption Notification

Exemption Notice 
Submittal to OEQC

New Section



PART 1 (Routine Operations)

• No Exemption Notice needed 
for files

• No Documentation/report to 
the OEQC

PART 2 (Construction)

• Documentation of Exemption 
Notification recorded in Files 
(Exhibit 3)

• Reported to the OEQC on a 
Monthly basis

AGENCY EXEMPTION LIST for DLNR

*Separated at the discretion of the agency and then submitted to the OEQC for concurrence and approval (Exhibit 4).

Pursuant to §11-200.1-16 (b) “an agency may use 
part one of its exemption list, developed pursuant 
to subsection (a)(1), to exempt a specific activity 
from preparation of an EA and the requirements of 
§11-200.1-17 because the agency considers the 
specific activity to be de minimis.”

Pursuant to §11-200.1-16 (c) “an agency may use 
part two of its exemption list, developed pursuant 
to subsection (a)(2), to exempt from preparation of 
an EA and specific action that the agency 
determines to be included under the types of 
actions in its exemption list, provided that the 
agency fulfills the exemption notice requirements 
set forth in §11-200.1-17 and Chapter 343, HRS.”



What Constitutes §11-200.1-16 (a)(1)
or “de minimis” for PART 1

• “Routine activities and ordinary function within the jurisdiction or 
expertise of the agency…”

• Operation, repair, or maintenance of existing facilities
• Minor replacement or reconstruction of wells, lighting, equipment, etc. 
• Non-destructive data collection
• Purchase of supplies
• Etc.

(Exhibit 4)



What Constitutes §11-200.1-16 (a)(2) 
for PART 2

• Projects that may have an environmental impact.
• Construction and location of single, new, deep monitor wells, small facilities 

or structures
• Installation of new, small equipment or facilities, roof tops, and the alteration 

and modification of the equipment or facilities
• Replacement or reconstruction of facilities, data collection stations, stream 

gauges, trails, etc. 
• Demolition
• Etc.

(Exhibit 4)



What is the Requirement that is set 
forth in §11-200.1-17? (for Part 2)

Pursuant to §11-200.1-17(c), 
• Each agency shall electronically provide its 

exemption notices for review upon request by the 
public or an agency… 

• And shall submit a list of exemption notices that 
the agency has created to the office for publication 
in the bulletin…
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Chapter 343 Exemption with HAR §11-200.1  

§11-200.1

PART 1

PART 2

CH.343 HRS 
Exemption Notification

Exemption Notice 
Submittal to OEQC

Conclusion



Thank You
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