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PROJECT BACKGROUND 

The Wahiawā Freshwater State Recreation Area is a 
66-acre state park idyllically located along the 
wooded banks of Lake Wilson in Central O‘ahu. Lake 
Wilson, formally known as Wahiawā Reservoir, is 
distinctly the only public freshwater fishing location 
on O‘ahu and one of four freshwater fishing areas 
across Hawai‘i. Managed by the State Department of 
Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), Division of State 
Parks (DSP), this park provides facilities for 
picnicking, walking trails and access to year-round 
shore and boat freshwater fishing.  

The Lake Wilson: Wahiawā Freshwater State 
Recreation Area Study and Proof-of-Concept Design 
Report (2019) was prepared by the University of 
Hawai‘i Community Design Center (UHCDC) with 
various community engagement activities held in 
2018-2019. The conceptual design plan envisioned 
redevelopment for new community gathering spaces 
to support outdoor recreation, cultural activities and 
ecological restoration. Among the improvements 
described in the concept design were: new park 
entrances, fishing amenities such as new docks, lake 
access and gear rental kiosks, a trail system to access 
fishing and scenic viewing areas, an outdoor 
amphitheater, fishing lodge and eco-cabins, 18-hole 
park/disc golf course, and areas for stormwater 
treatment wetlands, sandalwood forest restoration, 
fruit trees and lei plants. An electronic copy of the 
UH Report will be made available on-line as this 
Phase 1 planning project gets underway. 

ABOUT THE CURRENT PHASE I PROJECT 

Using the UHCDC plan as a framework for future 
improvements, DSP, with support of DLNR 
Engineering Division and HHF Planners, is 
spearheading this planning process to support 
implementation of initial improvements (Phase 1) 
phased over time. 

This planning phase is the first step in the overall 
development process that will allow DSP to obtain 
land use entitlements and funding to implement 
design and construction of improvements. Through 
this planning phase, DSP is bridging the UHCDC plan 
concepts with current community input to develop 
an implementation strategy for improvements from 
which funding can be sought. This Phase 1 project 
would present recommendations for park 
improvements that could be reasonably 
implemented over a short- to mid-term timeframe 
(over the next 7 to 10 years).  

DSP’s goals for this planning phase include (1) 
engaging a core group of key stakeholders and park 
users; (2) refining the elements of the UHCDC 
conceptual design plan to identify priority projects 
for implementation; and (3) implementing 
community outreach along with preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment for park improvements. 

PLANNING PROCESS  

This planning phase involves an effort that would 
cover about 18 months. A tight network of major 
stakeholders—including park users and 
representatives from recreational, cultural and 
business interests, surrounding landowners (large 
parcels), and Wahiawa-based community 
organizations are now being invited to participate in 
a Planning Advisory Committee. This Committee 
would engage in discussion forums with DSP and 
HHF Planners to provide input about factors to 
consider for identifying and prioritizing Phase 1 park 
improvements for implementation. 

Broader community outreach such as public 
information meetings, a project website will follow 
along with initiating work on the project’s 
Environmental Assessment preparation.  

 

For more information, contact: 

Mr. Ronald A. Sato, AICP 
HHF Planners 

733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
ofc: 808.457.3172 

e-mail: rsato@hhf.com 

mailto:rsato@hhf.com


HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Darin Uesugi 
Wahiawā Community Based Development Org. 
Dba Wahiawā  Fresh!  
P.O. Box 861191 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 

 HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Olivia Turner, President 
Wahiawā  Community & Business Association  
P.O. Box 861408 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 

 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Mae Datuin, Manager  
Lanakila Pacific Wahiawā Center 
330 Walker Avenue 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 

 

 HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Nicky Winter, Executive Director 
ALEA Bridge 
P.O. BOX 860277 
Wahiawā, HI 96786 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Lilette Subedi 
Whitmore Economic Development Group 
1116 Whitmore Avenue  
Wahiawā, HI 96786 

 HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Bob Lormand, President  
Wahiawa Historical Society    
P.O. Box 861500 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Tom Bauer, President 
Surfing the Nations 
P.O. BOX 860366 
Wahiawā, HI 96786                   

 HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Keoni Ahlo, President 
Rotary Club of Wahiawa-Waialua 
P.O. BOX 860601 
Wahiawā, HI 96786                   

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Carolyn Hayashi    
Wahiawa Lions Club                
841 Bishop Street, Suite 850 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

        
        

     
 
 
 
 

 HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
 Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

 
Jeff Alameida, Community Program Manager 
Blue Zone Project-Wahiawā  
P.O. Box 235837 
Honolulu, HI 96823 

 

https://wahiawawaialuarotary.org/SingleEmail/Send?MemberId=dblHcElauxgzgDiu2IJErZdvv3hJechInx/bYVU84hk=


HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

Noelani DeVincent, President  
Hawaiian Civic Club of Wahiawā 
P.O. Box 893931 
Mililani, HI 96789 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 
Jeanne Ishikawa, Chair 
Wahiawā Neighborhood Board No. 26 
925 Dillingham Boulevard, Suite 160 
Honolulu, HI 96817 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

Paul Lacerdo, President 
Hawai‘i Freshwater Fishing Association 
1122 Kalauipo Place  
Pearl City, HI 96782 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

Ursula Kawaguchi, Principal 
Wahiawā Middle School  
275 Rose Street 
Wahiawa, HI 96786 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

Kevin Nishimura, Vice President, Operations 
The Gas Company 
745 Fort Street Mall #1800 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

Colton Ching 
Senior Vice President, Planning & Technology 
Hawaiian Electric Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 2750 
Honolulu, HI 96840-0001 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 

Dan Nellis 
Dole Foods/Wahiawā Water Company 
1116 Whitmore Avenue 
Wahiawā, HI 96786 

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 
Major Sarah Thompson Public Affairs Officer 
U.S. Army Garrison Hawaii
745 Wright Avenue, Bldg. 107, Room 221
Wheeler Army Airfield, HI 96857

HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 
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HHF PLANNERS Pacific Guardian Center  
places for people 733 Bishop Street, Suite 2590 

Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813 
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