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 Historical note:  This chapter is based on the 

rules governing Waikiki Beach, effective November 6, 

1981, under the jurisdiction of the Department of 

Transportation, Harbors Division.  The administrative 

jurisdiction for recreational boating and related 

vessel activity was transferred from the Department of 

Transportation, Harbors Division to the Department of 

Land and Natural Resources, Division of Boating and 
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Ocean Recreation, effective July 1, 1992, in 

accordance with Act 272, SLH 1991. [Eff 2/24/94] 

 

 

 §13-255-1  Purpose and scope.  The purpose of 

these rules is to further the public interest and 

welfare and to promote safety by keeping Waikiki 

Beach, as defined in section 13-255-5, free and clear 

of business activities and obstructions and open for 

the use of the public as a bathing beach and for 

passing over and along by foot. [Eff 2/24/94] (Auth: 

HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) (Imp: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 

200-4) 

 

 

 §13-255-1  Interpretation.  If any section of 

these rules is inconsistent with any act of the 

Congress of the United States or any rule, or standard 

established pursuant thereto, the section shall be 

construed to be superseded or governed thereby.  

Nothing contained in these rules shall be construed to 

limit the powers of any state department or agency.  

These rules shall be construed liberally and 

consistent with the purpose stated in section 13-255-

1. [Eff 2/24/94] (Auth: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) 

(Imp: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) 

 

 

 §13-255-3  Severability.  These rules are 

declared to be severable and if any portion or the 

application thereof to any person or property is held 

invalid for any reason, the validity of the remainder 

of these rules or the application of the remainder to 

other persons or property shall not be affected. [Eff 

2/24/94] (Auth: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) (Imp: HRS 

§§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) 

 

 

 §13-255-4  Reserved 
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 §13-255-5  Definitions.  As used in this part, 

unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

 “Business” means all activities engaged in or 

caused to be engaged in by any person or legal entity 

with the object of making a profit or obtaining an 

economic benefit either directly or indirectly. 

 “Chairperson” means the chairperson of the board 

of land and natural resources of the State of Hawaii 

or a duly authorized representative or subordinate. 

 “Department” means the department of land and 

natural resources of the State of Hawaii. 

 “Person” means any individual, partnership, firm, 

society, incorporated association, joint venture, 

group, hui, joint stock company, corporation, trustee 

or any other legal entity. 

 “Rules” means the Rules Governing Hawaii Ocean 

Waters, Navigable Streams and Beaches of the 

department of land and natural resources, State of 

Hawaii. 

 “State” means the State of Hawaii. 

 “Waikiki Beach” means any and all lands along the 

shores of the island of Oahu from the Diamond Head 

boundary of the Elks Club (Tax Map Key No. 3-1-32-6) 

to the Diamond Head boundary of Fort DeRussy (Tax Map 

Key No. 2-6-05), seaward of line “A” as shown on 

exhibit “A” and described in exhibit “B”, dated July 

13, 1965, and located at the end of this chapter, over 

which the State of Hawaii now has or hereafter 

acquires an easement for the use of the public as a 

bathing beach and for passing over and along by foot. 

[Eff 2/24/94] (Auth: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) (Imp: 

HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) 

 

 

 §13-255-6  Waikiki Beach uses and activities; 

restrictions.  (a)  Permitted activities.  Waikiki 

Beach is open to public use for sunbathing, foot 

traffic, swimming, and other activities which, when 

engaged in, will not unduly disrupt others from 

enjoying the beach. 
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 (b)  Business operations, soliciting prohibited.  

No person shall engage in, conduct, transact, or 

solicit business of any kind on or at Waikiki Beach. 

 (c)  Storage, parking, and display prohibited.  

No person shall store, park, moor, place, or display 

any thing or personal property on or at Waikiki Beach 

for the purpose of engaging in, conducting, 

transacting, or soliciting business of any kind; 

provided that an outrigger canoe or sailing catamaran 

registered by the department pursuant to Hawaii ocean 

waters and shores rules may be placed, moored, or 

anchored below the mean high water mark. 

 (d)  Structures and obstructions prohibited.  No 

person shall construct, erect, place, deposit, or set 

up any building, structure, booth, wall, obstruction, 

or any improvement of any kind, whether temporary, 

portable, or permanent in nature, on or at Waikiki 

Beach, except such as may be approved by the 

department for sporting events, public safety, or for 

beach construction, repairs, preservation, or 

cleaning.  In addition to any other available 

remedies, the department may remove, raze, or demolish 

the same wherever found at Waikiki Beach. 

 (e)  Ball, etc., playing and kite flying 

prohibited.  No person shall throw, cast, catch, kick, 

or strike any type of ball, frisbee, or other similar 

object while on or at Waikiki Beach.  No person shall 

fly a kite of any kind while on or at Waikiki Beach. 

[Eff 2/24/94] (Auth: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) (Imp: 

HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4, 200-06) 

 

 

 §13-255-7  Penalties.  Any person who is guilty 

of violating these rules shall be fined not more than 

$10,000 as provided in section 200-14, Hawaii Revised 

Statutes. [Eff 2/24/94] (Auth: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 

200-4) (Imp: HRS §200-14) 

 

 

 §13-255-8  Powers of arrest.  Any law enforcement 

officer or any duly authorized employee, agent, or 

representative of the department who observes any 
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violation by any person of these rules may forthwith 

arrest the person without a warrant. [Eff 2/24/94] 

(Auth: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) (Imp: HRS §§200-3, 

200-4) 

 

 

 §13-255-9  Taking legal custody of property.  As 

incident to a lawful arrest, the arresting authority 

may take legal custody of any personal property which 

is the subject of or related to any violation of these 

rules.  The property may be released only upon 

approval by the court which has jurisdiction of the 

case. [Eff 2/24/94] (Auth: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) 

(Imp: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) 

 

 

 §13-255-10  Attorney general.  The attorney 

general may bring appropriate proceedings to enjoin 

the continuance of any act or omission in violation of 

these rules. [Eff 2/24/94] (Auth: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 

200-4) (Imp: HRS §§200-2, 200-3, 200-4) 
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