STATE OF HAWAII
Department of Land and Natural Resources
Engineering Division

July 11, 2014

Board of Land and Natural Resources
State of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii

Approval to Enter Into a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Department of Agriculture Regarding Funding for the
Soil and Water Conservation Districts Program, Statewide

The Engineering Division desires to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
the Department of Agriculture (DOA) to receive funding for the Soil and Water Conservation
Districts (SWCD) program.

BACKGROUND:

The SWCD program is authorized by Hawaii Revised Statutes, Chapter 180, and is
administratively attached to Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR). Each of the
sixteen (16) districts is a governmental subdivision of this State and governed by five (5)
volunteer directors, whose terms (appointed or elected) are approved by the Board of Land and
Natural Resources (Board).

Functions of the SWCDs include, but are not limited to: assisting farmers/ranchers to prepare
conservation plans for their operations (a conservation plan approved by a SWCD is recognized
by the respective counties in lieu of a grading permit); participation in flood control or
prevention projects; assisting in engineering surveys, investigation and research; and conducting
community outreach. '

Funding for the SWCD program has historically been provided by the Department of Health and
DLNR, but the Department of Health can no longer provide funding for the SWCD.

PROPOSED AGREEMENT:

DLNR agrees to submit documents regarding activities and costs of the SWCD program, at the
prescribed schedule, to DOA for review and comment. DOA agrees to provide funding to
DLNR for the SWCD program, in amounts and at times at the discretion of DOA. The MOU
would remain in effect until mutually terminated or modified. A copy of the draft MOU, which
is subject to change, is attached.

RECOMMENDATION:

1. That the Board authorize the Chairperson to sign the Memorandum of Understanding
with the Department of Agriculture regarding funding for the Soil and Water
Conservation Districts program, subject to review and approval as to form by the
Department of the Attorney General.
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2. That the Board authorize the Chairperson, subject to review and approval as to form by
the Department of the Attorney General, to enter into supplemental agreements, as
needed, to carry out the intent of the original Memorandum of Understanding.

ResZ«fully submitted,
/ /

s
CARTYC
ChiefEngincer

Attachment

Approved for submittal:

WILLIAM J. AILA, JR., Chairperson

Board of Land and Natural Resources



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES
REGARDING THE
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS PROGRAM

This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU or Agr ement) made and entered into
on this day of , 2014, by and betweghithe DEPARTMENT OF

AGRICULTURE (DOA) and the BOARD OF LAND AN ] VATURAL RESOURCES by its
DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOU, LNR), deals with funding for
the Soil and Water Conservation Districts program ﬁS 6D), a am within DLNR

established by Chapter 180, Hawaii Revised Statt Aﬁiand subseqdeﬂ[reliverables.
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WHEREAS, the SWCD have num sponmbﬂl!u ed in Chapter ISLllﬁawaii Revised
Statutes (HRS), including but are no prov1d1 surveys, investigations, and
research relating to soil and water cons tlﬁﬁ‘ nstructln mamtalmng any structures
necessary for soil and water conservatm d de plan conservatlon of soil and
water resources; l m‘ mmm ﬂﬁ‘m“u

WHEREAS, the vanoLLl le and waler conse l n dlstncts are formed by occupiers of land
iﬁn ' tﬁ\ tural use, and the objectives of the SWCD

who lease or hold title to ‘ s desig
are necess % /! i ﬁlﬂscipliﬁ 3' 1ine i “s requ {lg interagency cooperation as provided by
ey, iy,

RA S‘ ding for S hasug cally been provided by the Department of Health and
DLNR but uﬂepartment ofit{galth c p longer provide funding for SWCD;

|

1. Continue to provide funding and oversee the SWCD pursuant to section 180-16, HRS.

2. Provide an annual proposed budget 30 days prior to the start of a given fiscal year to
DOA for review and comment.

3. Provide annual work plans for each County 30 days prior to the start of a given fiscal
year to DOA for review and comment.

4. Provide an annual report no later than 30 days prior to the end of the fiscal year
explaining how work plans for each County from the previous fiscal year were fulfilled.
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NOW, THEREFCJ ; 1t is mu r.}y agreed by the parties as follows:

DLNR agrees to: muml




DOA agrees to:

Provide funding to DLNR for the purpose of carrying out the prescribed duties of the
SWCD pursuant to Chapter 180, HRS, in amounts and at times at the discretion of DOA.

THE PARTIES FURTHER AGREE THAT:

1. This Agreement shall take effect on , 20  , and shall remain in effect
until such time as it is mutually terminated.

2. Any modification, alteration or change to this MOU shall be made by written
supplemental agreements executed by both parties.

3. The undersigned parties hereby agree to abide by tt] l MS and conditions of this MOU.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the DOA and the DLNb{Jh &u execw.l m.lns MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING as of the date first written ‘
!il I 1

: lHAWAII Ry
APPROVED AS TO FORM: l l ' H i MENT OF AG IEULTURE
‘li iy ”ln
T m"’ﬂ mm“""‘“ “"’“‘au
Deputy Attorney Gene on
Dated: !fl T ! ““" ’ g”@ ard é‘ft grlculture
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Approved }l'l) ! Zl%oard <t>f LLL "”lm,
o meetnene H’ﬁ_}%l w BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL
mm RESOURCES
APPROVED AS TO FORM:
gg:ring;SEan and Natural Resources
Deputy Attorney General

Dated:




