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August 27, 2013
Mr. Dan Grabauskas LOG NO.: 2013.4987
Executive Director and CEO DOC. NO.: 1308SL23

Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transit
City and County of Honolulu

1099 Alakea Street, 17" Floor
Honolulu, HI 96813

Dear Mr. Grabauskas:

Subject:  Chapter 6E-8 and National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) Section 106 Review—
Archaeological Inventory Survey Report for the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor
Project, West Kapolei to Ala Moana Center
Honouliuli, Ho‘ae'ae, Waikele, Waipi'o, Waiawa Manana, Waimano, Waiau, Waimalu, Kalauao,
‘Aiea, and Halawa Ahupua'a, ‘Ewa District and Moanalua, Kalihi, Kapalama, Honolulu, and
Waikiki Ahupua‘a, Honolulu (Kona) District, Island of O‘ahu
TMK: (1) 1-1, 1-2, 1-5, 1-7, 2-1, 2-3, 9-1, 9-4, 9-6, 9-7, 9-8, and 9-9 (Various Plats and Parcels)

SHPD has received, reviewed, and hereby accepts the archaeological inventory survey reports for the Honolulu
High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project (HHCTCP or project), including all phases of the project. The reports are

collectively referred to herein as “the AIS.” Supportive documentation is provided in four appendices (A-D).

The Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project (HHCTCP) includes the use of federal funds and involves
lands under several jurisdictions, including Federal, State, City and County of Honolulu, and private. Pursuant to 36
CFR 800.3(a), the proposed project constitutes an undertaking subject to review under Section 106. The project was
determined to have an adverse effect on historic properties within the transit corridor and a Programmatic
Agreement was executed on January 18, 2011 between the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Hawaii State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), the US Navy and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation as
signatories and the City and County of Honolulu as an invited Signatory. An archaeological inventory survey for
the four phases of the project under HAR Chapter 13-276 is stipulated as a mitigation measure in the PA. The PA
also stipulates that archaeological fieldwork would be done in advance of the completion of final design and
approved by SHPD. The terms of the Programmatic Agreement also stipulate that the Area of Potential Effect
(APE) for archaeological resources is all areas of direct ground disturbance.

The area of direct ground disturbance for the entire 23 mile corridor is approximately 113 acres, and the survey
study area is the 23 mile corridor. A total of 423 test trenches were excavated for this AIS. A list of accepted
reports, dates of acceptance, SHPD log and document numbers, the APE and survey areas, and historic properties
and mitigation is included as Appendix A to this letter. An Archaeological Inventory Survey Plan was accepted for
each of the project’s four phases, and Addendum Archaeological Survey Plans were accepted for Phases 3 and 4.
All plans are collectively referred to as “AISP.”

Archaeological Inventory Survey Reports were accepted for each of the project’s four phases and a Supplemental
Archaeological Inventory Survey Report was accepted for Phase 2. SHPD acceptance letters are attached to this
letter as Appendix D. We confirm that the archaeological inventory surveys for all phases were conducted in
accordance with the AISP for the corresponding phase of the project.
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A total of 21 historic properties were found throughout the corridor. Two additional historic properties have the
potential to be affected but were not relocated (SIHP Sites 7197 and 5966). Appendix B lists all of the historic
properties that are potentially affected by this project. SHPD has concurred with the proposed significance
determinations as listed in Appendix B. SHPD also concurs with the proposed effect determination, which is an
“adverse effect” on historic properties under 36 CFR 800(5) and “effect with proposed mitigation commitments”
under HAR §13-275-7(2). Thus, mitigation recommendations were provided and are listed in Appendix B. SHPD
concurs with the mitigation proposals as listed.

In addition, SHPD received comments from 13 individuals with a total of 98 comments related to archaeological
inventory survey for the entire Rail Corridor. The majority of the comments requested more test trenches in column
locations, station locations and utility relocation corridors. Several of the comments requested more testing in areas
that had been abandoned due to meeting the water table or due to unstable soil. Fifty-seven comments were about
Phase 4, with 49 of those comments requesting more testing. A total of 38 comments addressed the first three phases
of rail, with most requesting additional testing. Thirteen comments addressed underground karst caves and water
systems and their relation to cultural practices at shore.

SHPD reviewed and considered all of the comments and believes that adequate testing has been done for this
project. Several of the comments related to sites outside of the project corridor. Data recovery is the mitigation
proposed for a total of nine sites, eight (8) in the City Center phase and one (1) within the Waipahu Transit Center
Station footprint (Site 7751). Data recovery fieldwork is complete at Site 7751 and an Interim Protection Plan (IPP)
pursuant to HAR§13-275-9(d) is being prepared for the eight (8) sites in the City Center. SHPD notes that any
burials found during data recovery are considered previously known and the determination to remain in place or
relocate those iwi will be the purview of the O‘ahu Island Burial Council. A table listing all of the comments and
responses will be posted on the HART website in September.

The AIS for the project, including the entire rail corridor, meets the requirements specified in the Secretary of the
Interior's Standards for Archeological Documentation and the requirements set forth in HAR Chapter 13-276
“Rules governing standards for Archaeological Inventory Surveys and Reports.” Hard copies of the final reports and
PDF’s have been requested in prior correspondence. Appendix C lists all of the volumes related to the AIS for this
project and encompassed by this acceptance letter. We look forward to receiving an IPP and detailed mitigation
plans per HAR Chapters 13-275-8, 9 and 10. Please contact Dr. Susan A Lebo at (808) 692-8019 or
Susan.A.Lebo@hawaii.gov if you have any questions regarding this letter.

Aloha,

i fasy

William J. Aila, Jr.
State Historic Preservation Officer

Enclosures:

Appendix A: HCRTCP List of Reports Accepted by SHPD

Appendix B: List of Potentially Affected Sites, Significance and Mitigation

Appendix C: List of Reports Associated with the Archaeological Inventory Survey for the Honolulu High Capacity
Rapid Transit Corridor Project.

Appendix D: SHPD Acceptance Letters for the Honolulu High Capacity Rapid Transit Corridor



