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OPINION NO. 219

A state employee asked us for an advisory opinion on whether he might enter into an
agreement with a company for the publication of a certain book.

The employee indicated that a certain publisher desired to enter into an agreement with him
to publish a book that he had earlier written on non-state time and that had been published by a
state agency.  This work was not copyrighted.  The state employee stated that he had prepared the
second edition of this work on his own time.  He further stated that he would not receive any
royalties from the publication of the second edition; the publisher would be responsible for all costs,
would donate copies of the work to the State, and would retain whatever profits that might be made
from the sale of the publication.

We previously issued Opinion No. 62 to this employee.  In that opinion, we advised him that
we would not find a violation of the ethics law if he were to receive royalties and compensation from
a company for the revision, enlargement, and updating of the book in question.  We advised the
employee, however, to act in accordance with the principles stated in Opinion No. 21.

The employee had now asked us specifically whether the state agency that published the
original edition had a right to the second edition which he had written on his own time.  We stated
that we believed that this question was a legal one beyond the jurisdiction of the Ethics
Commission.  We said that our powers were limited to the interpretation and application of HRS ch.
84.  We suggested that the employer seek the advice of the Attorney General on this question.

We stated that provided the state agency did not have the "right" to publish the second
edition of the book, we affirmed our holding in Opinion No. 62 and found no ethical objection to his
acceptance of the offer for the publication of the second edition of his work.

We expressed appreciation for his continued concern for ethics of public servants.

Dated:  Honolulu, Hawaii, June 17, 1975.

STATE ETHICS COMMISSION 
Vernon F.L. Char. Chairman
Audrey P. Bliss. Commissioner 
Paul C.T. Loo, Commissioner

Note: Commissioners Gwendolyn B. Bailey and I.B. Peterson were excused from the meeting at
which this opinion was considered.


