
D. Botanical Resources Assessment
(LeGrande Biological Surveys, Inc.)
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ADDENDUM

HAWAII MEMORIAL PARK BOTANICAL SURVEY

LeGrande Biological Surveys Inc carried out a laua`e (Phymatosorus grossus) delineation survey 
at the proposed Hawaii Memorial Park Expansion Project site on August 23, 2008. The goal was 
to map populations of laua`e fern with a GPS unit, focusing in an area planned for a cultural sites 
preservation corridor. Populations of laua`e were mapped in the field by walking the outside 
margins of monotypic stands of laua`e and taking GPS points at regular intervals. Maps were 
created using the GPS data. 

The delineated laua`e populations are dominated by a thick 
canopy of monkeypod (Samanea saman), java plum (Syzygium 
cumini), and octopus trees (Schefflera actinophylla). Several 
liana species were observed growing up into the canopy of the 
forest including, ka`e`e or sea bean (Mucuna gigantea), passion 

fruit (Passiflora edulis), and maile pilau (Paederia foetida). 
Ka`e`e is an indigenous species with stunning yellowish-green 
flowers that grows on all of the main Hawaiian Islands. The 
population observed here is robust but is being smothered by 
both of the other introduced vine species mentioned (passion 
fruit and maile pilau).

Fig 1. Flowers of the ka`e`e vine.

Several bird’s-nest ferns or 
`ekaha (Asplenium nidus) were 
observed growing as an 
epiphyte in monkeypod trees. 
This indigenous fern as well 
and an ornamental croton 
(Codiaeum variegatum) 
[introduced] and noni 
(Mor i n d a c i t r i f o l i a ) 
[Polynesian introduction] were 
overlooked on the previous 
Hawaii Memorial Park 
Expansion plant survey.  

The understory is dominated 
by laua`e fern and an alien 
grass species; basket grass 
(Oplismenus hirtellus). 

                                                            Figure 2. View of typical laua`e population in mapped corridor.
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(Attached as page 2)
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 E. Avifaunal and Feral Mammal Field Survey
(Philip L. Bruner)

















 F. Survey of Native Invertebrate Resources
(Steven Lee Montgomery, Ph.D.)
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