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FOREWORD

Under the "Sunset Law," licensing boards and commissions and regulated
programs are terminated at specific times unless they are reestablished by the
Legislature. Hawaii's Sunset Law, or the Hawaii Regulatory Licensing Reform Act
of 1977, scheduled for termination 38 licensing programs over a six-year period.
These programs are repealed unless they are specifically reestablished by the
Legislature. In 1979, the Legislature assigned the Office of the Legislative Auditor
responsibility for evaluating each program prior to its repeal.

This report updates our sunset evaluation of the practice of acupuncture under
Chapter 436E, Hawaii Revised Statutes, which was conducted in 1984. It presents
our findings as to whether the program complies with the Sunset Law and whether
there is a reasonable need to regulate acupuncture to protect public health, safety,
or welfare. It includes our recommendation on whether the program should be
continued, modified, or repealed. In accordance with Act 136, SLH 1986, draft
legislation intended to improve the regulatory program is incorporated in this report
as Appendix B.

We acknowledge the cooperation and assistance extended to our staff by the
Board of Acupuncture, the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs, and
other officials contacted during the course of our examination. We also appreciate
the assistance of the Legislative Reference Bureau which drafted the recommended
legislation.

Clinton T. Tanimura

Legislative Auditor
State of Hawaii

December 1987
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Sunset Evaluation Update

PRACTICE OF ACUPUNCTURE

This report evaluates the regulation of acupuncture under Chapter 436E,
Hawaii Revised Statutes, to determine whether the public interest is best served by
reenactment, modification, or repeal of the statute. An evaluation of the regulation
of acupuncture was first conducted by this office in 1984. Our findings and
recommendations were reported in the Sunset Evaluation Report, Acupuncture,
Chapter 436D, Hawaii Revised Statutes. This update summarizes information
contained in the 1984 report and presents the findings and recommendations from

our current evaluation of the practice of acupuncture.

Occupational Characteristics

The practice of acupuncture is based on a traditional Chinese system of
healing that strives to balance the flow of Qi (vital energy) along pathways known as
"meridians” in the human body. Qi is composed of two opposite forces known as Yin
and Yang. When these forces are balanced, the result is good health. An imbalance
results in disharmony or disease.

Acupuncturists identify patterns of energy imbalance by conducting an
evaluation of patients that includes such steps as looking at the patient's physical
appearance, listening to the patient's voice and respiration, taking a medical
history, and feeling the patient's pulse. They then seek to restore harmony by

inserting needles in certain points on the body and leaving them in for a specific



























































































































