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PROVISIOHAL GOVERNMENT OF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS.

Counecil Chember, Honolulu. May 30th, 1894,

HIS EXCRLLENCY S5.B.DOLE,

PRESIDENT CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION,
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Bncliosed piease find roll of the Fonvnut-on made up from the
roll of Executive and Advisory Councils and the 1ist of elected dele-
gates as furnished by the Bureau of Elections.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient serrant
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ROLL OF CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION.

Executive Council.

President,

Ministe¥ of Foreign Affales,
Minister of the Interior.
Minister of Finance,

Attorney General,

Advisory Council,

Vice President,
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W.F.Pogue
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Opening Address by President S.B. Dole, May 30, 1894, First Day

COUNCILLORS and DELEGATES,

Members of [ anvention of 1884,

In calling the Convention to order,I ask your attention to some

matters relating to the work for whiech you have come together.

The delay which the project of Political Union between Hawaii and
the United States of America has experienced has brought up the ques™
tion of modifying the present provisional system in order to give the
Govermment a permanent form and to more fully introduce the principle

representation by the people.
carefully considered both from the standpoint
of the responsibility of the Executive and Advigory Councils,and that
of the rights of the people and the necessities of the case; and while
sueh a change ls imperatively demanded by an intelligent T

ment,it also appears consonant with our situation,whieh is natur

Tavorable to {the growih of free institution
declde whether ito reach
as a basig and building

.
d as giving more freedom of aection
and a better opportunity for e lishing a system suitea to national
conditione,

The question of the composition of the Convention to called for
making a new Astitution was a Perplexing ones; for while it was ge—
sired to
might be
with the lmposed upon them by the proclamgtion of Jamaary 1l7thn.
1893, relinguish to other hands the whole reésponsibility in an enter—

Prise so vital 1o the future welfare of the country. It was therefore
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decided to confide the work to a body made up ol the Councils and eliec

rdly remind you of the difficull and delicate character

the Convention is called upon to perform. The
lonarehy,afber a periocd of decadence which #eve was threatening and
sudicial o all public and private interests,came ic a logical endy,
through its own plot te turn back tke movement of public progress and
to subjugate all national energies and aspirations in the interests of
despotism.

This attoupt conferred upon that portion of the communiiy who were
in sympathy with the political development of the State as an organi™
zation,both the a the threatened retro™
grade movement; for no part of a 1 Je ' a8 mede Progress
in civilization has a right to drag the other part back to barbarism
and no rule 28 the right to 1lnitiate such a relapse relying upon the
indifference want of political sense of a porticn of the populatien.

such a scheme thereby confegs their
defend theilr own civiligation,and surrender
the task tc those who are willing to do it for them.

There 1ig, therefore 1in the assumption of power

thoese who would > and foster the civil progress

violation of the rights of those consPiring against such progress,or

) ~ e ot e o - 3 Sans e 1 a7 5 %
of thos 0 may contemplate such conspiracy with helpless indifference

bile to understand the magnitude of the injury with which

s~
o,

Goverrment thus springing from the Tuins of the

028 administered public affairs until the time has now come to

viie civil system upom more representative iines,

T i af m i e - - ~ ELS
work of making constitution for the government of these ig-—

lands upon a republican vasis

1s beset with Perplexing questions whieh

their solution a large degree of patriot:

(2)
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ingustry and courage.

To express in a constitution and laws the political ideas

People with a common origin,common religion and common purpos
in comparison with that of formmlating a system for the
ernment of mlxed races without a common origin,religion or purpose

I believe however that we may achieve success \ln our undertaking

> there is secured to all coming under such fundamental rule a sysgem
Impartial justice I wise adminisieation,and ithere be established
the minds of % € wno may be,fr om the exigencies of
exclirded m participation in the govermmendit,a sentiment of econfi—
dence 1n the integrity of the rulers.

The fin: g il 7ork which we are compelled to take up by
the revolt of 41 ' agalinst the organic law whence came her
sole auth Lruuy,Wa¢¢ be measured in the minds of those who are watching
it,by our success in holding power without abusing it,and in adminis—
terin g government for the benefit of the many by the a uthority of
those wnod%xercise of political power is based upon capacity to dig—
charge $holitical auty.

Although the estasblishment of a fundamental law which shall as far

safe and permanent administration of affairs
republican form of goverment,will be the para-
deliberations,the original purpose of the Provi-

slonal Govermment %o negotliate a treaty or olitieal Union with +h

Uil

great an friemdly Nation that lies nearest to usg sust, respectfully

submit,be ag Tully recognized by you as a vital Pelicy of the new re-
Public as it has bee n of the Provigional Goverrment .,
I would urge upon your attention the accepied view that the fran—

1%

duty or funetion of eltlizenship conferved by the state
4

And it is g duty whiecnh ay oniy be performed with

(3)
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7 ] e mentally 1ified for 1its re
advantage to the state by those who are mentally qua

may serve his

G — 3 3 P
sponelble decislons,as none but the able bodied citizen

-~ - " o ol -
country to advantage on the battlefield. a means of ap

i 1vi] 1 & I menta walifications
mately arriving at reas mental qua ca

Property qualifications is legitimate. S uech a

harsh tc ithe indiviguail,is

direct eff ort to reach

1 qualifications,w hich in practice is

and the danger of allowing
lzenship and ewing fealty to pos—
lmportant function.
wers which the Constitution s ould confer upon the Presigent
a subject which ealls for careful study on your part in erder that

the office may not be allowed to become a menace to eivil liberty from
having too mueh authority on thne one hand,and that it may mnot degene~

rate into a useless feature from hav ing too liitle on the other,

The question also whether the President shoula be eligible for
election to the pre 1tizg 1 term Su c ceeding his own ineumbency will
reéquire examinastion in view of the temptation totle prostitution of the
authority ang officiagl Patronage belonging to the offieg/which such
eligibility creates,

isatlslactory experience of the country with a legislature
1 of one House makes it imperative for you to investigate the
eomparative advantages and disadv ntages of suen 2 legislature and of
one made up of iwo ibou S es,

HMeas ures ang conditions for the Protection of the legislature
from corrupt influences originating either in the zeal of Politieal
Parties or the interests g brivate enterprise are import,g

/

Y]

reésults to
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be sought in your deliberations.

The Executive Council has given much time and study ito the various
Problems raised by the pro.jeect of reorgani zing the Goverrment on a
republican basis. In this work we have been favored with the valuable
assistance of a number of gentlemen who have kindly consented to meet
with us and who have freely contributed their time and thought to this
object. Wnile there has naturall y been some difference of opinions
regarding the matters under discuséion,the conclusiong finally arrived
at have been formulated into a text whieh may ald the Convention in its

worK/and whieh 1s at 1ts disposal. PFully recognlzing the authority of

the Convention under the act creating it 1o form a constitution I have
e /

1t desirable to adopt this method of assisting it.
In the exercise of your duty of laying the foundations af éur new

I Pray tha %t you will look far aw ay from the pass-ions

ts
#% thal may have grown outi of late Political events and

<3

nd for the welfare and just Protection of the whe
ent #m@ifferences,

While I recognize the aig which a spirit of compromise in unessen~

>

8 brings to a wotk of this kKind, I urge you to make Rov gon =

cesslion of principle to a dread of what others may say. The transcen™

dant d uty is upon you,and the finished work which comes from your

hands will be your Justifieation or a witness against you,

Permit me in closing to quote the words of Washington in the Con~

vention of whieh he Was a member which framed the Constitution of the

3 4 -3 .,, 3 i -3 > S .
United states of Anerica,when the fear of Publlic opinion began to hin—

3 7 1 il o ~ 3 P o =
der the work. He sald, "1 Yo please the Deople we offer what we our-

e S disan ] n we gft £ 7}
selwes ai apProve,how ecan we alierward defend our work? Let us raise g

standard to which the wiee I irs
gt d to which the Wise and honest can répalr,the event ig in the

hand of Gogr,
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