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To the President and the Executive and Advisory Couneill
of the Provisional CGovernment of the

Fawaiian Islands.

respecetfully reguest
mission to present to your Excecelleneies and the Honorable Coun-

c¢illors the following statement and petition and ask of you to

give it most eareful consideration.
While the right of petition is denied by you to no one,
we are,in this instance,econstrained to address you direetly,instead

of through the customary Diplomatie Channels inasmueh as our

Commereial Agents possess in the absence of a treaty between
China and Hawaii,insuffieient diplomatie authority to eall your
attention to the matters we most respeectfully desire to present
to you.

We wish to be fair and frank and prefer in the first
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place to invite your assistance in thHe interests of the adopted
country of many of us,rather than to ecommunicate with His Exeell-

ency,His Imperial Majesty's Representative at Washington before

SOVGOGW

so doing.

We are also induced to take this informal menner of
approaehing you as a result of the recent elections eonclusively
show that a Constitutional Convention will shortly be held to re-

mo«del the constitution and the form of the Hawaiian Covernment.

We feel assured that your Honorable Couneils will not
econtrovert the statement that the Chinese possess very large and
important vested interests in this country,and that they matf just-

|
1y elaim to be considered among the heaviest payers of taxes,duties
and other contributions to the revenues of the state in comparison
with the people of all other nations. It is not deemed advisable
to emcumber this petitiom with statisties to prove this assertion.

It is knowm to you that the Chinese merchants and planters

have always been firm supporters of the Constitutional Cowermment
Our Soeieties have endeavored and are endeavorine to

support our siek amd poor and to send mxk out of the ecountry the

eriminals and vagrants,without cost to the Government ,if the

, (ipvernment will only strenghten our hands so that we ean appeal to

our Minister at Washington,and through him to the Imperial Authori-

ties,we can and will do mueh more,

While we are thoroughly conversant with the faet that

zwzqﬁﬂatv exists between Hawaii ang China we are also fully aware

that negotiations for a Treaty have,in the past ,been under consi-

3 1 + " B s .
deration by the Representative Ministers of both countries ang

It is our opindon that if,when the Constitutional Conven-

tion meetg i 41 e ; e :
ts,it will not regard the Chinese residing in the Hawaiian

as a proscrlbed race,but will acecord to them the privileses

to them bv t i Ll 33 .
them by their Influence,standing and wealth,that a Treaty

oOf r 5 7 ’ o s .
vl Teeiprosal benefit to Hawaii and China might result.

VVe Who ha‘.’e made tv}'?f’,‘f'»'e rS] a‘r‘de our ‘hﬂme f()]" many years
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have inereased the value of your lands from nominal prices to high

$5. to $250. an aere,thus inereasine the revenue of

y f1&ve inver married with awallans who have given to

children born in this lend ,educated in your own schools,and inter

3 ¢
married m(ﬁ your own race.
Many of us have become naturalized citizens of this

country and have by our efforts brought to you ceonsiderable trade




have inereased the value of your lands from nominal prieces to high
n e P : . . faia
ones,say from §5. to $250., an aere,thus inereasing the revenue of

the ecountry,have inter married with Hawaiians who have given to us
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narried \'\“\m your own race.

Many of us have beecome naturalized ecitizens of this
country and have by our efforts brought to you econsiderable trade
and commerce. It has been alike beneficial to you as to us.

Therefore we think that we are entitled to some greater
respeet from the Government than has hfgitherto been politically
accorded to us. We do not think that we should be regarded in the
same light as our fellow-countrymen in the United States of Ameriea,

. We have been associated withmyou so long commerecially,
naneially,and soeizallyv ,yhave learned your language manners and
customs,and have endeavored to assist yvou in every legitimate
manner. Many of us in the early days received the encouragement
of the Hawaiian Governments to assist in building up the commerece
of the Islands. In the matter of trade alone we are not selfish ,
for we purehase many of our goods from the Importers of your own
race.

Your experienece and your interests tell you that the
plantations sugar,riece and fruit,are almost "the 1ife of the land".
Laborers are required to cultivate these prlantations,and for a
certain elass of work ,especially on riee and banana plantations,
the Chinese labor ¢ is the only one perfectly adapted to that work
while in many other kinds of labor they are unequaled.

It seems to us doubtful if,under the existing cireumstan-

ees,and to the what we regard as unjust restrietions placed upon
our countrymen by the government ,whether,if Chinese lahorers are
required here by the planters,directly or indirectly through the
government or otherwise they ean be obtained unless some privileges
are aceorded to us and to them. It stands to reason that we cannot

be expected to assist others if injustiee is done to us.
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Before presenting the following petition to you we hereby
guarantee that if our prayer meets with your respectful and
favorable consideration to take sueh action by petition,or other-
wise,as may influence the Imperial Chinese Government Officials to
endeavor to obtain a more benefiecial understanding between Yawaii
and China,by Treaty or otherwise,than at present exists,
he”therefore humbly pray that your Excellencies and the

onorable Councillors will place before the Constitutional
tion,when it meets, the following suggestions on our behal?s.
First. A negociation either of a Treaty of friendship,ecommerce
and navigation, or a labor convention,between the Vawaiian and
Imperial Chinese Governments.
Secondi kThe granting of a franchise to all Chinese who have become
naturalized subjects or citizens of the Hawaiian Islands,or who
have been born therein,or born of Tawaiian wives.

Third, A Representative in the Advisory Couneil or sueh bod

Vv as

nay succeed it.

Fourth ha "3 ol £ £
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&s may be competent to qualify under the eleetoral provisions of
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the new constitution.

//
Fifth. Reeiprocity of treatment as under the most favored nation

clause " of Treaties witth th BOWe - 3
ilause 1 Lreaties wit other CO‘VQ}S,“‘)":\."?C’fnﬁ the eonsumation of
y | 1 O

freatv he san Wassid g 3 P - : :
a ireaty betweer awall and The Imperial Chinese Government:or 3
o T V 1ImMeri1v, 0% 1Y

Other words equal rights with those of all other alien residents
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or citizens.
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clause " of Treaties with other powers.pendine the eonsumation of
m o~ e o wra i 2 - ! 3
a Treaty between Yawaii and The Imperial Chinese Government:or in
s Tu “ Ill < il ’ o d
othér words equal rights with those of all other alien residents
its,

subjeets or citizens.

And your Petitioners will ever humbly pray,ete
Y pray,ete.
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