WILSON, JOHN HENRY
PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE (1948)




HAWAITAN CIVIC CLUB MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

January 1948

Committee L Vesta A. Parker, Chalrman

HAUOLI MAKA HIKI HOU!I

This i1g our first attempt at a monthly newsletter which your
Club officerg have approved and through this medium they hope
to keep you informed of the Club's actiwvities, and in so do-
ing to create and maintalin interest among the membership,
particularly those of you who do not find it convenient to
attend the luncheon meetings,

Your officers sincerely hopne that you will enjoy the contents
of these letters and that you will feel free to offer cone
gtructive criticism,

MEETING NOTICE There will be a luncheon-meeting next
Wednesday noon, February 4, at Fuller
Hall, YWCA. Dr, Peter Buck, outstanding athTOUO]O”L 3t and
directer of the T?snon Museum, will he tae guest speaker,
Dr. Buck, who 1s also a writer of "note", has just recently
returned from K‘pirﬂumalon 8, the largest lsland closest to
Truk ThT island sh completoly surrounded by Mi-
uron slan iglands ">z \*’n kept its Polynesian origin,
We %ru extremely £ 0 have Ur, Buek speak to us, and
we have regerved the lara@ t hall at the ¥W so that all mem-
bers of the Club who can attend the luncheon can avall thenm-
selves of h wonderful opporitur tr. There will be Hawal.-
ian entertalnment Pleasze 8ll the 8 offlee, 2104, Lan your
reoﬂ’v&t"onua

STATEHOOD FCR HAWATIT

pfusﬂion : i 12 Club reoaz
Statehood, your offligers met and ¢ ,ed to endoraze States
hood for Hawall, Thisg actlion woa in keeping with two pre=
vioug commitments made by your erificeors dn 1946 A ow%lttt
consigting of Attorney W. S Richardson, chairman of Legisg-
lative Committee; Attorney Charles Dwight, Mrs, Harry Smythe,
and Mr, William C. Keca, appeared before Judge Carl Wimberly
on January 5, 1)«6) at Tolﬂmi Palace, and Qypresrcd the
Clubt's endorse 1t for Stateshoods In the discussion Attorney
Dwight wery a~+1; W'm--;boﬁ objectiong to the proposed dis-
position of public lands under Statehood,

LUAU FOR SENATOR CORDOMN Senator and Mrs. Guy Cordon of Ore-
gon were hﬂror W”@S+@ of the Ha-
23148 2 N at o '| 1141 lq Ql/q \,1‘3{ ad e <7 no Wi uars
we 1 [ G V_L @i gk LIS el el U al 1S LU saa’ \f even: Q s JaNUS Y
14, 1948; The luau wes held at ESSQ at the 11“91 eha
Alumni Clubhouse and close to 200 people were Dreu@nﬁ.
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CLUB MONTHLY HNEWSLETTER Page 4.

The untimely passing of Mrs, David K., Trask
has removed from our midst 2 very dear friend
we wish to express our sincercst sympathy to Attorney
Tragk and the members of his family.

The many deeds of loving kindness which were sown by Mrs.
Trask will be long lived in our Community, ond the splendid
record which is being mnde by hor sons and davghters is a
reflection of her excellent motherhood,

OPJh Since this is our first sttempt to ecir-
culate 2 newsletter to all of you each
mon+h we are open to suggestions for an
appropriate namo e 118 letbers Also, if you wigh to ine-
gert articles in this icutur at certain monthly issues do
not hegitate to eall the HCC office, 2154, Besides being
informative, we hope to moké our newsletter quite informal
and & real pleasure to read.

YOUR OFFICERS Williem G, Keca, president

Lcon Ke' Sterling, Jr, vico~pr>"1dont
Blizabeth L. Henry, recording secrotary
Tmclm; Rice, corrcsponding secrotary
Henry O0'Sullivan, treasurocr

Kopiolanl K, Field, director

Ellen D. Smythe, dmrucuor

Palmer Parker, director

Aloxander Rose, director

Kenncth Lee, dirsctor

Lawrence R. Holt, ex-~officlo

oh™
VL]
D

i

AIT N 0F STAN= Lawrence R. Holt, finance

NG COMMTITTHES John Nua, moembers ?3 ip

Gertrude Porker, program

William S, Richordson, Legislation
Aloxander Rice, health and welfare

Leon K. Sterling, Sr., scholarships

Vesta A. Parker, attendance and publicity
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FOUNDED BY BENJAMIN F. SHAW IN 1851

B. F. SHAW PRINTING CoO.

MEMBER: PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATED FRESS TELEPHONE:

AUDIT BUREAU OF CIRCULATION @112 mi){ﬂn (;Engning @21cgrap[z ALL DT%TMENTS

PUBLISHERS AND PRINTERS

DixoN, ILLINOIS
March 6th, 1948,

Mr, John He Wilson,
Office of the Mayor,
Honolulu 43, Hawaii,

Dear Johnt

Your report to the ﬂ@anLeg addressed to M rrived this morning I opened it and
have enjoyed reading of the accomplishments whi you have completed in Honolulu,

ree or small the cowmr'l, aﬁﬂ if the

o

Graft is a problem everywhere, no matter a
gives encouragement to o s to try to

people do not check it every so often it just
get a little for themselves, Hope the go ern
hasn't made too serious a problem for yous

= )
nment'!s interference with this 3aoarumant

Traffic is the same in Dixon as you have in Hawaii

easaﬁr as we are so much smaller, that is provided

has outgrown our present business disbrict, I like ver

the st en% parking, keeping the street open for *rqx;ic on]y,

Radio, Being in the newspaper business, we always like to see that kind of promotion
in the local papers instead of the radio, My question is, does the city pay for your
redio time or does the station give it to you free?

Mother, George and Ruth have been spending a few weeks with our omszn, Harold Masten,
at his home in Palm Beach, Florida, Harold has had numerous small and large parties
for the folks and how WotﬂmT does enjoy them all, Our last letter from her stated that
they were attending cocktail parties everyday. We hope she doesn't come home an habitu
aleono;mcg

al
al

am sure Mother will enjoy reading your report to

Give my love to Mrs. Wilsone













T o
cantef

:‘Vl(‘?

43

} SQ..‘

om thi

fre

your f

and







&Jai«.-.u Xoicke 520

@_‘_%/ééQ/% fg&;‘%éj%i%d

\//&4 /{ m@/,,..,f K,

((j( oo @’ww K X ﬁ?‘:‘f 7%
oY 3 i, e ve7
Gty Gty

i




. '600037




W
1
I
I
(0]
Y
(%
0
5
14
14
m
T

I
i
<
h
o
i
=
O
E;
i
5
o
I
0
T
Z
i

RTM

DEPA

HONOLULU







| M000554

TERRITORY OF HAWAII

_DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFA
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{SAN ANTONIO : COR CHRISTI
ST SmAlL, (62456 2.2546

MECoRrD LUMBER CO.

. /EVERYTHING IN BUILPING AND OIL FIELD MA'EER]ALS

PRESENTED BY'J. E; MCCORD, /SR.

BEEVILLE : ARKANSAS CITY
TEL. /B98¢ : Ll TEL. MISSION 9010 F3
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1898 1948

Fiftieth ﬁnnivevsavy

BURNS & McDONNELL
ENGINEERING COMPANY
CONSULTING ENGINEERS

O95TH AND TROOST AVENUE
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI

P. 0. BOX 7088 DELMAR 4377

April 9, 1948

Hon. John H. Wilson
Mayor
Honolulu T.H.

Dear Johnie:

I want to tell you how much both Mrs. McDonnell and
I enjoyed your good letter which was read with
great interest at our 50th anniversary celebration
and dinner last Saturday night.

Then again last Tuesday night we had another celebra-
tion as it was our 44th wedding anniversary. So in
all, we are having a lot of celebrations but we sur-
vived them and are back at the desk as usual.

Your letter brought pleasant memories of two visits
to the islands and our days at Stanford. Both

Mrs. McDonnell and I highly appreciate your kind
message and felicltatlons.

With best wishes to you and Mrs. Wilson, I remain,

Sincerely yours,

R.E. McDonnell

f
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May 10/48

Dear John,
Inclosed membership card (blank) I signed

one after being shown & zx&dx card signed
by Bill Borthwick. Howsser I am of the
opinion that while the idea may be a good one
and started by honest people I feel that it
will further add to the burden of electing
our people this fall. We are split and re
split and this further splin or splinter
party will add nothing to the picture but
ammunition for the;ﬁﬁiﬁ.ﬂl&k GOP Brass.
Mr Widdefield a long time democrat hended me
this card and I told him what I have written
you an/or about rhe same that I dont belive
there is any good at this time in mudding up
the waters AND I am of the opinion that if this
idea snow balls beyond control you will find
it hard to be re elected Kindly regard this

between you and I alone, if you wish to carry
this further thet is if my guess is correct
kinldy leave my name out of it. Further I do

not cemsor Widdfield he believes that some thing
should be done, BUT WHAT to do is the qufizzfn

ik Hew. I am Bill Tilley l (L T4







Independent Democrats % .
DEMOCRATIC MEMBERSHIP CARD

"N\ A
... County N4 Strict........ Precinet.........
T hereby declare that T am a resident of the above described precinct, haviiig
lived thereon for the term of years. My age iS.-eccocnn Place of birth

1Sy e AC My present occupation that of a

I have no present affiliation with any other political party. I hereby endorse
the principles of the Democratic Party and pledge my undivided support of
its rules and platforms.

Post Office izl .. R NG e« 0 18
Phon

Enrolled by
t Secretary or County
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Ulil 1 JL Fmgers
breatest mineral resources—oil.

Previously, as a combination
merchant and . warehouseman,
ockefeller had cleared between
b5,000 and $10,000 over a period
f five years, all of it re~invested
t constantly increasing profits.

FIRM’S SCHEMER

It was Rockefeller who was the
hew firm’s schemer. He devised
he plans for expansion, for de-
itroying = competition, - and for
nerging with -other companies into
he $1,000,000 Standard, Oil Com-~
any, forerunner of the world’s
First billion-dollar trust.

In 1875, he was in desperate fi-
ancial -straits, ‘but he. pulled
through because he had extended
is lines so far that to crush him
ould have precipitated a gen-
ral crash. By 1878, he had com-
letely recovered, and the modern
tandard Oil Company had ar-
rived,

The turn of the century found
him  “the world’s richest man,”
ubject to all the hatred and bit-
‘erness that went with the title,
onstantly attacked in the courts,
hnd equally constantly the subject
f bitter publicity.

HUGE BENEFACTIONS

Then, early in the century, the
nflow of money to his personal
roffers was reversed and the tre-
endous torrent of benefactions
egan.

No complete list of these bene-
actions is possible, although ten
ears ago they had reached mere

o ~na onn PR e

] wm"ﬁ

LO .. c ® a4 and e
tine; into India and Africa; into
Australia and the Antipodes; into
Europe and Asia. And it spends
millions at home, from coast to
coast and from Canada to Mex-
ico.

Its research and continued ex-
perimentation in the yellow fever
zones of the world have saved
thousands of lives, It has assisted
the governments of 47 countries
and the health administrations of
37 American states to carry on
public health work.

The Foundation has carried on
a fight, a world-fight, against tu-
berculosis, anemia, malaria, yel-
low fever and the virulent hook-
worm disease. It has provided

Russian Radio
Worries Swiss

ZURICH, May 23.—~(UP)—A
mysterious radio station broad-
casts Communist propaganda
throughout Switzerland every eve-
ning. \

Regularly from 10 p.m. until 11
p.m. it can be heard on a wave
length of 29.8 meters. i

The announcer says it is “the
transmitter of the CGerman Com-
munist party,” but Swiss experts,
after investigation, believe that it
is located in Russia.

arma S e e police have

tive in social research. It is mak-
ing costly studies of economic
stabilization, of political interna-
tional relations; of cultural an-
thropology and social technology;
of community organization and
planning. It has delved into ar-
chaeology and historical surveys.

The Rockefeller Foundation was
organized in 1918. Since that time
it has been the elder Rockefeller’s
greatest philanthropy. Yet he
never sought to control its opera-
tions, His son, John D. Rockefell-
er, as chairman of the trustees,
tried to persuade his father to go
through the Foundation’s “plant.”
His father was manifestly bored. §

“Let’s go home,” he said.

OBITUARIES

MRS. JAMES CAMBRA

Services for Mrs, James Cam-
bra, who died Friday afternoon
at the Queen’s hospital, will be
held at St. Patrick’s church, Kai-
muki, at 9 a.m. Monday. Burial
will be in the Diamond Head
Memorial cemetery. Mrs. Cambra
was born in Madeira, Portugal, 58
yvears ago and made her home
with her daughter and son-in-law,

| Mr. and Mrs. Frank de Goeas of

1333 Tenth avenue.

She is survived by the follow-
ing children: Mrs. Mary Court-
ney, Mrs. Louise Anderson, Man-
uel Cambra, Mrs. Rose Groozes,
Peter Cambra, Mrs. Lucy Golas,
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TERRITORY OF HAWAII
EXECUTIVE CHAMBERS
HONOLULU

June 1, 1948.

Honorable John H. Wilson

Mayor, City & County of Honolulu

Dear Sir:
By direction of the Governor, I enclose commission

and oath of office in connection with your appointment as

[
Vembhear e vva o a0 a2 b g TN e R R o, SRR O IR S0 e s
Member, Kamehameha Day Celebration Commission, Representing the

Order of Kamehameha » for a term beginning June 1, 1948
and ending 1in four years.

Please execute your oath of office on this form
and return same to the Governor's Office at YOUR EARLIEST

CONVENIENCE.

Respec&fully,

W Q/%W M
ecretary to téé/Gove no

Enclosures
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OFFICE OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE

WILLIAM C. LUNALILO ESTATE

HONOLULU 10, HAWAII

MRS. MURIEL AMALU
WILLIAM E. BISHOP TAYLOR
HENRY A. NYE

TRUSTEES

June 25, 1948

Honorable John H, Wilson
Mayor, City and County

of Honolulu

The children end I are honoring Pearl with
a surprise party on July 4 at 6 p.m. &t our home on
835 20th Avenue, Kaimuki, Honolulu, T. H.

We would love to have you and Mrs, Wilson
foin us in celebrating her fiftieth birthday anniversary

at that time.

We hope that you and Mrs. Wilson may be able

Sincerely,

Henry

HAN:ah

P. O. BOX 129
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July 1, 19L8.

Hir. Eddie Bush
1016 Amalfi Drive
Pacific Palisades,
California.

acknowledge receipt of your let
I read with much interest.

leaving for the Mainland Saturd
Chicago the morning of July 8.

ay
&Yy
o

If you will lea fs
or me at the Morrison Hotel I will be able to get it when

stop in there to pick up any mail left for me. I shall

nly be in Chicago the one day. I leave that afternoo

for Philadelphis where I shall be located at th
Hotel Broad Street and

(=% 4

e Lorraine
Fairmont Avenus.

v

On my return from the Bast, I shall sto

A W/ n
the folks in Los Angeles.

n ™ 1 s oy Franci
flight (802) leaves Honolulu for &u9 Francisco
. the 3rd. I am travelling via Pan American

Alocha
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MAYORS OFFICE HONOLULU

OUR RENEE HAS PASSED ON THIS AFTERNOON LOVE FROM THE FAMILY
KALEIALII 3277 STONER AVENUE LOS ANGELES 34
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July 20,

¥Mr. Frank Nichols
Frank Nichols Collection Agency
8l; Merchant Street

Honolulu, T. H.

iichols:

Dear Mr. 1
By direction of both Mr. and Mrs. Wilson I em turning
over to you for collection the following account:

Mr. Correa,Queen Street in sccount with
Mrs. Wilson. (RENT)

“

Feb. Lo.oo
Mar. L,0.00
Apr. * " 110.00
May " “ 140.00
June " > L0.00
July " g L40.00 $280.00

Dec. 17,3948 ~ Jan. 17, 19.8 Lo.oo
$s
"

Credit: FPeb. 11, 1948 (by gash) L0.00
n 25 # ] " }.{.Oekj()
fay B o ®R AU Sauge $120.00

BALANCE DUE - - ¥120-00

Respectfully submitted,

HARRIETT B. HMAGOON
Secretary, Mayor!s/ Office.
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CONTINENTAL ILLINOIS NATIONAL BANK
AND TruUsT COMPANY OF CHICAGO

CHICAGO 90, ILLINOIS

Dear

ond, I found your note,
I missed your vis I

sorry to hear about Archie Rice - wonder how he ever got a cancer

roof of his th That generally comes from heavy smokir
¢ that is wi killed General Grant.

I'm going to g in touch with General lotors one of these
see if they can't build me a wheelchair with roller beari

T

motor, and when I arrive at the dock in Honolulu, you and I can
places. I'll try to have them build it with a rumble seat.

ing

aside, I may fool you. I would love to go to Honolulu, I love

the ocean, and seeing you would be like winning the $64 question.
I would love to go fishing, too,.

o

There was & young friend in here from Jacksonville, Illinois, yester-
daye His name is Max Thompson. Several years ago I used to go do

Jacksonville and go hunting with his father, who was a great friend
nine. On this one trip I went to Springfield, Illinois, and

Thompson and a very fine young man met me at Springfield. It was in

the

winter time and they drove me to Jacksonville. Every once in awhile

you meet a y man who has that certain something and you can't help

but

rem 5 Y m. So, I asked Max when he was in what had become of

in to see me from Honclulu and tha
write you and find out whether you had ever met the Captain.
you should run acrecss him, yo 1ight remember the story I've

Tarn M

I wish you wr

if you arrived ho 9, S £ 7 g L1l mot

"d«/' OU o

Mr.

John H. Wilson

wrtment of Public Welfare

Territory of Hawaii
Honolulu, Hawaii
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On the eve of his T4th

birthday, Herbert Hoover was

presented today with approxi-
mately $70,000 contributed
by friends throughout the
country as the nucleus of a
continuing fund to ex

the work of the Hoover Li-
brary and Institute.

The presentation was made
at a ‘“surprise p ” in the
lobby of the library this after-
noon by an informal commit-
tee representing the hundreds
of participating friends. The
group was made up of Fred A.
Wickett of Palo Alto, a friend
of many years’ standing and

lere is text of scroll
presented to Hoover

Following is the text of the scroll presented to Herbert Hoover this
afternoon as a symbol of the fund contributed by friends for expansion
of the Hoover Library and Institute. The gift, designed'as the nucleus of
a continuing fund in which friends and admirers may participate, was a
pre-birthday tribute.

To the Chief: August 10, 1948

Those of us whose names are inscribed on this scroll have
sought some way to make known fo you our admiration and af-
fection.

We know how close to your heart is the great library which
you have founded and developed. The Hoover Library on War,
Revolution and Peace is a gift made to Stanford University by
you, your associates, and many other friends. It has seemed to
us that we could do you honor and express our devotion by help-
ing forward the purpose of this library dedicated to peace and
to the search for that basic understanding upon which peace
must be built. :

In expression of our friendship for you, and in grateful
recognition of the richness which your friendship has brought
to us, we have started a fund for the library that we expect to
grow through gifts from other friends as a continuing tribute
to you. We feel that it is appropriate to launch this fund on the
occasion of your seventy-fourth birthday. We hope that through
this means the library will be enabled to offer even more con=
structive service and leadership, and to attain fully the high
purpose to which you have dedicated it.

This comes to you with our high regard and deep affection.

HERBERT HOOVER

e
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| Here is text of scre
presented to Hoover

Following is the text of the scroll presented to Herbert Hoover this
afternoon as a symbol of the fund contributed by friends for expansion
of the Hoover Library and Institute. The gift, designed’as the nucleus of
a continuing fund in which friends and admirers may participate, was a
pre-birthday tribute.

To the Chief: August 10, 1948

Those of us whose names are inscribed on this scroll have
sought some way to make known to you our admiration and af-
fection.

We know how close to your, heart is the great library which
you have founded and developed. The Hoover Library on War,
Revolution and Peace is a gift made to Stanford University by
you, your associates, and many other friends. It has seemed to
us that we could do you honor and express our devotion by help-
ing forward the purpose of this library dedicated to peace and
to the search for that basic understanding upon which peace
must be built. :

In expression of our friendship for you, and in grateful
recognition of the richness whi¢h your friendship has brought
to us, we have started a fund for the library that we expect to
grow through gifts from other friends as a continuing tribute
to you. We feel that it is appropriate to launch this fund on the
occasion of your seventy-fourth birthday. We hope that through
this means the library will be enabled to offer even more con-
structive service and leadership, and to attain fully the high
purpose to which you have dedicated it.

This comes to you with our high regard and deep affecti
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'meet tonight
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h ‘ e% p to fix budgets
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MRS. CHARLOTTE B. RAYMOND
2732 ARMSTRONG STREET
LOS ANGELES 26, CALIFORNIA
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Rock Crusher Drive Proves
the Durability of Texrope

Super-7 V-bels!

A Complete Range of Products

l.O(ld! ShOCk! Gl'i'l'! All these demons that

destroy V-belts are present in this powerful rock crusher ~ Supe 5 types . .. sizes to suit every
drive. But Texrope Super-7 V-belts are giving long, satis- : ' poNEr Irdnsission ob

factory service, even under conditions iike this. For big
drive or fractional hp—for every type of service — get
these famous V-belts from your nearby A-C dealer or office.

“PRE-ENGINEERED” TEXROPE DRIVES { Exact variations ir! speed —

You can solve 90% of all V-belt drive problems, from Sleiiengeyen i ton: eniig]

1 to 150 hp with economical stock Texrope V-belts and Speadivariationsip 1013759
sheaves. New 144-page manual makes drive selection as easy 8 | ot the turn of a crank

as finding a number in a phone book. Ask for Bulletin

20B6956. ALLIS-CHALMERS, MILWAUKEE 1, WISCONSIN,

Sheaves in a full range of
sizes and grooves

” 5 - L ey Texrope Super-7 V-helts result
Texrope, Super-7, steel, Texdrive, Magic-Grip and Vari-Pitch fram the cooperative research of

2 is-Chalmers an . F. Good-
are Allis-Chalmers trademarks rich; and are sold only by A-C
dealers and offices.

Originators of the Multiple V-belt Drive for Industry

August 26, 1948 ¢ ENGINEERING NEWS-RECORD




In Houston, Tex., the way was
cleared for the first major improvement
at the municipal airport at a recent
special city council meeting when plans
for $552,800 worth of work in the south
end of the field were approved. The
city will furnish $365,800 and the fed-
eral government $187,000 toward the
cost of the project.

Included in the plans authorized are
a 2500-ft. extension to the northwest-
southeast runway, making it 5,000 ft.;
a new concrete apron or parking ramp
in the hangar area, new taxiways con-
necting the hangar area with the run-
way; a storm sewer and drainage
ditch; moving a drainage ditch; a new
shell approach road and additional run-
way lights.

The city expects to get an addi-
tional $200,000 soon from the CAA
which will be used in extension of
other runways, new taxiways and
lights, and a drainage ditch carrying
water from the airport.

Aviation centering on the San Fran-
cisco airport brought that locality more
than $32,000,000 worth of business last
year, according to a recent survey. The
Municipal Finance Officers Association
observes that the survey by the San
Francisco local government indicates
generally the economic importance of
airport facilities in most of the na-
tion’s 14 cities over 500,000 population.
Of San Francisco’s total aviation in-
come during fiscal 1946-7, $17,750,000
was contributed by payrolls of commer-
cial airlines.

Richmond’s new charter

Richmond, Va., goes under the city
manager form of government by a char-
ter change effective Sept. 7.

The first city manager, at a $20,000
salary, will be Sherwood L. Reeder.
Since 1944 he has been executive secre-
tary of the Citizens Development Com-
mittee of Cincinnati. An engineering
graduate of Syracuse University, he was
formerly assistant city manager of
Cleveland.

Smoke control

Denver, Colo., passed a smoke con-
trol ordinance to regulate “discharge
of smoke and harmful or offensive
gases,” and creating the municipal of-
fice of smoke inspector.

St. Louis, Mo., and Erie, Pa., also
are tightening smoke regulation. St.
Louis aldermen decreed that indus-
tries, businesses and railroads must
comply with new clean-air regulations
within two years. The regulations
cover commercial fly ash and “noxious
gases, fumes and odors.” Erie created
a bureau of smoke abatement with an
advisory board of three engineers. The

WATER FOR LOS ANGELES—More than one-half of 2,000,000 cu. yd. of
earth for Baldwin Hills Reservoir in southwest Los Angeles, has been removed
to provide the basin as well as the material for the 650-ft. long earth-fill dam.
A balancing reservoir, the lake will be fed by gravity flow from the Franklin
Reservoir in the mountains back of Beverly Hills. The $4,500,000 project is
under the direction of R. R. Proctor, field engineer. N. M. Imbertson is super-
vising engineer of inspection; Robert L. Brady, resident engineer, and Hugh
Mulholland, superintendent of construction. Charles J. Itter is engineer of
design, and Samuel B. S. Nelson is head of the water construction division.

bureau is given authority to determine
whether dust, fumes or odors are creat-
ing a nuisance, and to enforce cor-
rective measures.

A citizens’ advisory committee on
smoke control at Pittsburgh is about
to report to the Allegheny County
Commissioners on a plan to eliminate
smoke created by railroads, heavy in-
dustry and power plants. It is hoped
to have a new law passed affecting
mostly heavy industry as most of the
county’s mills are outside the city
of Pittsburgh and not affected by the
city’s present law.

Municipal Shorts

The Anderson, Md., board of public
safety has approved the installation of
600 new parking meters, and it is likely
that Topeka, Kan., will install 500 ad-
ditional meters in the downtown area.
. . . Long Beach, Calif., city officials
are asking permission of the state
board of health to open a new 23-acre
fill-and-cover disposal area for rubbish
in the Artesia area . . . The 100-year-
old city hall of Mobile, Ala., is under-
going a thorough cleaning and paint
job to be in keeping with the proposed
new civic center, the first building of
which—a $1,200,000 new city jail and

ENGINEERING NEWS-RECORD e Adugust 26, 1948

police station—will get under construe-
tion within a month . . . Two present
problems at Miami, Fla., are more ade-
quate parking arrangements and the
widening of downtown streets to take
care of the city’s growth . . . Attorney
Richard Wait, president of the Massa-
chusetts Bar Association, recently filed
notice of an appeal in Suffolk Superior
Court from the recent decision of the
State Supreme Court, holding as con-
stitutional the erection of a $5,000,000
garage under Boston Common. Mr.
Wait said that the appeal would be
based on the claim that Boston had
held the Common in trust for the
people by not permitting its commer-
cial use for 300 years, and would vio-
late that trust by accepting the $5,000,-
000 Parkman gift. . . . The Colonial
Parkway tunnel at Williamsburg, Va.,
designed to carry traffic under the re-
stored Colonial area of that city, is
expected to be opened for traffic within
the next two months . . . Saying that
their bids are too high, Mayor D’Ales-
andro of Baltimore, Md., told paving
contractors to hold open conferences
with city engineers. Contractors ob-
jected to the plan on the ground that
they don’t want to reveal to competitors
how they reach their costs.
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Random Lines from an editor's notebook . . .

. « . Which outline the interesting story of "John H. Wilson, the
76-year old engineer who is mayor of Honolulu

Fifty years ago, John H. Wilson
startled the people of Hawaii and es-
pecially the engineers by submitting a
bid of $37,500 for construction of the
Pali Road. Today the same Wilson
startles the islanders by being the very
active mayor of Honolulu at the ripe
age of 76.

Mayor Wilson’s career has been as
colorful as the islands where he was
born. From running firearms into the
islands in 1895 as part of a counter
revolutionary plot to re-establish the old
monarchy, to milking cows on his 60-
acre farm every morning hefore going
to his office, he has made the unusual
his routine.

Walking into Mayor Wilson’s office,
the visitor knows he’s not visiting the
usual American mayor, but an engineer-
mayor. Large drafting tables covered
with blueprints take up considerable
space. At one side is another table hold-
ing samples of his honor’s present pet
project—adobe bricks.

Early this year the Engineering As-
sociation of Hawaii voted to place a
bronze plaque at the Pali Road site,
back of Honolulu. Part of the wording
reads: “This plaque is a testimonial
to the ability and vision of John H. Wil-
son and Louis Whitehouse (the mayor’s
former partner) who undertook and
completed the then considered formid-
able engineering feat. . .”

Mayor Wilson’s engineering - career
began with civil engineering studies at
Stanford University. These were inter-
rupted when the monarchy was over-
. thrown in 1895 and his father, a mem-
ber of the royal court, had his income
suddenly cut off.

It was then that the 23-year-old stu-
dent became a member of a group
which organized a counter-revolution
and eventually sent an arms-laden ship
back to the islands. It was captured
when it tried to land.

A piccolo player too

Mayor Wilson’s piccolo playing has
helped shape his career. A Hawaiian
band was forming to tour the mainland.
Young Wilson saw his chance to visit
large American cities and on the tour,
when he wasn’t playing his piccolo, he
was looking at all the interesting and
large construction projects he could
find. In 1901 the band was an attrac-
tion at the Pan American Exposition in

Buffalo, N. Y.

10

Returning to the islands in 1902 he
began alternating private engineering
and construction work with public of-
fice holding until 1919, when he became
city engineer of Honolulu. During this
time he designed and built roads,
bridges, water works, buildings and
railroads throughout the territory.

Before daylight each morning Hono-
lulu’s mayor milks three cows, eats
breakfast, then heads for city hall.

In 1920, on the death of the then
Mayor Joseph J. Fern, City Engineer
Wilson was appointed mayor. He served
as mayor until 1931, when he again
started a cycle of interweaving public
service positions—including a four-year
term as postmaster—with his own enter-
prises.

Early in 1946 John Wilson announced
he was ready to retire and he resigned
his position as director of the territorial
department of public welfare. He
wanted to reside quietly on his ranch,
experiment with his adobe brick, milk
his cows and play his piccolo. But this
was not to be, because when the Demo-
crats looked around for a potentially
successful candidate they couldn’t see
a chance for any of the younger poli-
ticos in the party. g

His margin of victory was 16 votes.
His opponents, charging a miscount,
took their grievances to the territorial
supreme court, which ruled in Mayor
Wilson’s favor.

Nearly everyone in Honolulu calls the
mayor “Johnnie,” and his ancestry is
as democratic as his political beliefs.
The mixture of nationalities in his
blood is nearly as polyglot as Honolulu
citizenry, for “Johnnie” is 14 Hawaiian,
14 Tahitian, 14 Scotch, 14 Irish and
1% French.

Mayor Wilson’s door is always open
and no matter what rung of the social,
political or financial ladder a visitor

August 26, 1948 e
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may occupy, he must wait his turn to
see the mayor. ENR’s correspondent
found him with his. feet up on his large
koa wood desk—reading the morning
paper—‘seeing how my constituents
feel about things.”

Public works in Honolulu are get-
ting all the backing the mayor can
swing their way. He holds almost daily
conferences with the city’s chief engi-
neer, Karl A. Sinclair. It seems logical
that the people of a city should profit
by electing an engineer for mayor.

He’s a Democrat

Mayor Wilson has attended Demo-
cratic national conventions in 1912-16-
28-32-36-40 and has just returned from
Philadelphia after representing Hawaii
at the latest convention.

He is charter member of the Engi-
neering Association of Hawaii and was
the organization’s first president. A
good argument can still be started
among the membership if Mayor Wil-
son finds anyone doubting that he made
money on the $37,500 he received for
building the Pali Road. . . . Staff.

Alaska Road Commission
expands for more work

Expansion and reorganization of the
Alaska Road Commission’s staff to
handle an  accelerated road building
program was announced recently by
Secretary of the Interior J, A. Krug.

Col. John R. Noyes, CE, USA, on
loan from the Army, takes charge of
the construction program, as commis-
sioner of roads. Ike P. Taylor, Alaska
road builder of 27 years experience,
will remain as chief engineer of the
commission.

Mzr. Taylor joined the road commis-
sion in 1921 as an assistant superintend-
ent, becoming chief engineer in 1932
when the commission was transferred
to the Department of the Interior from
the War Department. Colonel Noyes
has an outstanding record as an engi-
neer and transportation expert. Be-
tween 1926 and 1932 he served in
Alaska, detailed to the road commission,
when it was under Army jurisdiction.
During World War IT he was in charge
of airfield construction in the south and
later was transportation officer, Serv-
ices of Supply, in North Africa and
Ttaly.

Appropriations of $17,742,400, plus
contract authorizations of $17,904,000,
will finance the expanded program for
this fiscal year. The Alaska Road Com-
mission will ask the assistance of other
government agencies in speeding the
development of an efficient road system
in the northern territory.
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PHONE: SANTA CRUZ 1042-W PHONE: WATSONVILLE 2524

P

THE JAMES C. FOSS CO.

CIVIL, HYDRAULIC AND PETROLEUM ENGINEERS
STEEL, WOOD AND CONCRETE STRUCTURAL DESIGN
SURVEYING

107 COOPER STREET
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA

September 9, 1948

Mr. John H, Wilson
Mayor of Honolulu
Honolulu

Territory of Hawaiil
Dear Johnny:

You certainly have a fine write-up in the
Engineering News Record on August 26, 1948. The picture
on page 10 with the cow reminds me of home. You aren't
the only engineer who has a ranch and a cow to milk, for
I have the same layout here in Santa Cruz.

My reading this staff article brings back
pleasant memories of our relationship when I was doing
engineering and contracting work on the Islands.

Please accept my best wishes.

Alofa

/

/ 7
/

Vi 5
Jemes C, Foss

JCF: shs
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ijhaﬂ:es K. Field |
Dies 11!_ Kast at 74

Relatives here have been in- Field of Torrance, and Mrs. Cas-,
|formed of the death of Charles|sius Peck of Portland. A nephew,
K. Field, well known San Fran-1Palmer Field of Piedmont also
cisco literary figure, at his Fair-|Survives.
fane, Vt., home last Wednesday.| R !,,, s
‘He was T4. | 14

One of the members of the‘-
original “Pioneer Class” of ’95 at

Stanford University, where het%m%” Aptel * c31 o arreLL
| €

SAN FRANCISCO 9

—r (e ]
Mk /0 Lid /9 Y
4

lwas a classmate of ex-President
Herbert Hoover. Mr. Field came
to California in 1881 with his
family. He remained here until
1925 when he went east to pro-

duce a radio program. He later|:
retired to his native Vermont. : e

He was a former'editor of Sun- |
set Magazine, and a member of —
the Olympic and Family Clubs M—jf d/——l-7 Wg,{ _lt ~éo° /A“‘v
las well as a past president of
|the Bohemian Club. 1
| Three brothers and a sisterimj—’ Y ’
\survive Mr. Field. They are Alan| e i MW —etg 2y
{Field of San Francisco, Russell|:
:.B. Field of Alameda, Henry W.|' J e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>