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The Census Bureau encourages users to compare 2006 ACS data with data from other 
sources. Guidance is needed before drawing conclusions because in some instances 
comparisons could be misleading due to differences in questions or methods. This page 
provides three forms of guidance - general guidance, item-specific guidance, and examples. 
For all comparisons of differing time periods, users should take into consideration that 
geographic boundaries for the area of interest may have changed. 

General Guidance 
Our general guidance for comparing 2006 ACS data with data from the 2005 ACS and with 
Census 2000 is provided below. 

Comparing 2006 ACS Data to 2005 ACS Data - The 2006 ACS includes the Group 
Quarters (GQ) population whereas the 2005 ACS does not. A GQ is a place where people 
live or stay that is normally owned or managed by an entity or organization providing 
housing and/or services for the residents. These services may include custodial or medical 
care as well as other types of assistance, and residency is commonly restricted to those 
receiving these services. People living in group quarters are usually not related to each 
other. Group quarters include such places as college residence halls, residential treatment 
centers, skilled nursing facilities, group homes, military barracks, correctional facilities, 
workers' dormitories, and facilities for people experiencing homelessness. Many types of 
GQ populations have demographic, social, or economic characteristics that are very 
different from the household population. The inclusion of the GQ population in the 2006 
ACS could therefore have a noticeable impact on the distributions of these characteristics. 
This is particularly true for areas with a substantial GQ population. 

For most population subjects, the Census Bureau suggests that you make comparisons 
only if the geographic area of interest does not include a substantial GQ population. For 
most housing subjects, the Census Bureau supports comparisons being made. 

Comparing 2006 ACS Data to Census 2000 Data - There are global differences that exist 
between the 2006 ACS and Census 2000. These include differences in residence rules, 
universes, and reference periods. For example, the 2006 ACS uses a "two-month" 
residence rule - defined as anyone living for more than two months in the sample unit when 
the unit is interviewed whereas Census 2000 used a "usual residence" rule - defined as the 
place where a person lives or stays most of the time. 

The Census Bureau subject matter specialists have reviewed all of these factors and have 
determined that for most population and housing subjects, comparisons can be made. 

Item-Specific Guidance 
Specific item-level guidance is provided in the table below. This table identifies all items 
included in the ACS. Scroll down the first column to find the item of interest. Specific 
guidance is given for each item on comparing 2006 ACS data with data from Census 2000 
and with data from the 2005 ACS. Selecting "more info" links you to a detailed explanation 
of why we recommend to "Compare with Caution" or "Do Not Compare" the data. Generally, 
when it is recommended to "Compare" the data, no additional information is provided. 
However, in cases where additional information is needed, it is provided. Selecting "table 
crosswalk" links you to information that identifies the 2006 ACS tables for a specific item 
and the corresponding tables in the Census 2000 Summary File (SF 3) for that item. In 
most cases, the ACS table is structured exactly the same as the SF 3 table. However, there 
can be instances in which the ACS table shows more detail or shows less detail than the SF 
3 table. 

For a complete list of changes between the 2006 ACS and the 2005 ACS tables, please 
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see "list of changes between 2005 and 2006 detailed tables" (Excel file.) 

Examples 
"Examples" are provided to demonstrate how one would navigate through the web site to 
get guidance on a particular subject of interest. 

  

Age and Sex (01)
    Age Compare with Caution more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

    Sex Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

Race (02)
    Race Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

Hispanic Origin (03)
    Hispanic or Latino Origin Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

Ancestry (04)
    Ancestry Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

Foreign Born; Citizenship; Year of Entry; Nativity (05)
    Citizenship Status Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

    Nativity Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Year of Entry Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare with Caution more info

Place of Birth (06)
    Place of Birth Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

Residence 1 Year Ago: Migration (07)
    Residence 1 Year Ago 
(Migration)

Do Not Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare with Caution more info

Journey to Work; Workers; Commuting (08)
    Means of Transportation 
to Work

Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Place of Work Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Private Vehicle 
Occupancy

Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Time Leaving Home Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Travel Time to Work Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

Children; Household Relationship (09)
    Relationship to 
Householder

Compare more info
table crosswalk

Do Not Compare more info

Grandparent; Grandchildren (10)
    Grandparents as 
Caregivers

Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

Household Type; Family Type; Subfamilies (11)
    Household/Family Type Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

    Subfamilies Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Do Not Compare more info

Marital Status (12)
    Marital Status Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

Fertility (13)
    Fertility Do Not Compare more info

No comparable detailed tables published
Compare with Caution more info

School Enrollment (14)
    Type of School & School 
Enrollment

Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info
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Educational Attainment (15)
    Educational Attainment Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

Language Spoken at Home and Ability to Speak English (16)
    Ability to Speak English Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

    Language Spoken at 
Home

Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

Poverty (17)
    Poverty Status of 
Families and People in 
Families

Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Poverty Status of All 
People in the Poverty 
Universe

Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Do Not Compare more info

Disability (18)
    Disability Going Out / 
Working

Do Not Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare with Caution more info

    Disability Learning / 
Dressing

Do Not Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare with Caution more info

    Disability Vision / 
Hearing / Physical

Do Not Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare with Caution more info

Income (Households and Families) (19)
    Household and Family 
Incomes

Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Sources of Income 
(households)

Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

Earnings and Income (Individuals) (20)
    Per Capita Income, 
Earnings (people), and 
Income (people)

Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

Veteran Status (21)
    Period of Military Service Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

    Veteran Status Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

Food Stamps (22)
    Food Stamp Benefit Do Not Compare more info

No comparable detailed tables published
Compare with Caution more info

Employment Status; Work Experience; Labor Force (23)
    Employment Status Compare with Caution more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

    Hours Worked Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare with Caution more info

    Weeks Worked Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare with Caution more info

Industry & Occupation; Class of Worker (24)
    Class of Worker Compare with Caution more info

table crosswalk
Compare with Caution more info

    Industry & Occupation Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

Housing (25)
    Bedrooms Compare more info

table crosswalk
Compare more info

    Contract and Gross Rent Do Not Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare more info

    Cost of Utilities Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare more info

    Gross Rent as a 
Percentage of Household 
Income

Do Not Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare more info

    House Heating Fuel Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Kitchen Facilities Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau  |  American Community Survey Office  |  Page Last Modified: October 12, 2007  

* Each subject area is listed with its 2-digit code. This code corresponds to the second and third characters of the ACS table number. 
For example, Table B08303 - Travel Time to Work - has the digits of "08" in the second and third position. This corresponds to the 
subject Journey to Work; Workers; and Commuting. 
Back to top 

    Monthly Rent Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare more info

    Mortgage Status Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Occupants per Room Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Owner Costs as a 
Percentage of Household 
Income

Compare with Caution more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare more info

    Plumbing Facilities Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Real Estate Taxes Do Not Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare more info

    Rooms Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Selected Monthly Owner 
Costs

Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Telephone Service Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare more info

    Tenure Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Units in Structure Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Vacancy Status Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Value of Property Compare with Caution more info
table crosswalk

Compare with Caution more info

    Vehicles Available Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

    Year Moved In Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published

Compare more info

    Year Structure Built Compare more info
table crosswalk

Compare more info

Group Quarters (26)
    Group Quarters Compare with Caution more info

No comparable detailed tables published
Do Not Compare more info

Subject Area/Item* Comparing 2006 ACS with Census 2000 Comparing 2006 ACS with 2005 ACS
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