
Hawaii Subcounty Population Facts for July 1, 2016 
 

The U.S. Census Bureau released its subcounty population estimates on May 25, 
2017.  These annual statistics cover all local governmental units, including 
incorporated places such as cities and towns.  Hawaii is the only state that has no 
incorporated places recognized by the U.S. Census Bureau.  Through an agreement 
with the Bureau, Urban Honolulu Census Designated Place (CDP) is the only 
subcounty area in Hawaii estimated by the Bureau on an annual basis.  Urban 
Honolulu CDP encompasses an area bordered by Nimitz Highway, Aliamanu Drive, 
the Koolau Ridge, Waialae Nui Stream and Waialae Nui Canal.  

  

Population in Urban Honolulu CDP (2016) 
  
 

 
 
 
 
From April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016, Urban Honolulu CDP had a 4.2% growth in 
population and an increase from 337,719 to 351,792 people.  This growth was about 
the same as the rest of Honolulu and the City and County of Honolulu, both with 
increases of 4.1%.  It was, however, lower than the state (5.0%).  It was also much 
lower than the growth for Maui County (6.8%), Hawaii County (7.2%) and Kauai 
County (7.4%). 
 
Urban Honolulu CDP accounted for 35.4% of Oahu’s population in 2016, while 64.6% 
of Oahu’s population lived on the rest of Oahu.  Urban Honolulu’s share of the 
population remained the same over the past 6 years. 
 
The Urban Honolulu CDP area ranked 55th in population among the 761 
incorporated places in the U.S. with a population of 50,000 or more in 2016.  This 
was a slight drop in ranking from April 1, 2010, when it was in the 53rd position.  
Ranking was based on population size with the largest being ranked first. 
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New York City was the largest city in the U.S. with 8.5 million people, followed by 
Los Angeles with 4.0 million people.  Chicago was ranked the third largest city with a 
population of 2.7 million.  Houston and Phoenix were the next two in population size 
with 2.3 million and 1.6 million people, respectively. 
 
Background information: 
 
CDP stands for census-designated place.  A CDP is an area identified by the U.S. 
Census Bureau for statistical purposes.  CDPs are delineated for each decennial 
census as the statistical counterparts of incorporated places such as cities, towns, 
and villages.  CDPs are communities that lack separate municipal government, but 
which otherwise physically resemble incorporated places.  CDPs are delineated to 
provide data for settled concentrations of population that are identifiable by name but 
are not legally incorporated under the laws of the state in which they are located. 
The boundaries of a CDP have no legal status.  
 
In 2010, the former Honolulu CDP was mostly divided into Urban Honolulu CDP and 
East Honolulu CDP.  A small portion of the former Honolulu CDP became part of 
Hickam Housing CDP. 
 
The reference map for the Urban Honolulu CDP and the East Honolulu CDP area 
may be found at: 
 
 http://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/gis/maps/2010_cdp_urban-honolulu.pdf 
 
 http://files.hawaii.gov/dbedt/op/gis/maps/2010_cdp_east_honolulu.pdf 
 
 
The map was produced by the Hawaii Statewide GIS Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source:  Hawaii State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Research and 
Economic Analysis Division. 
 
 



Subcounty Population Estimates for the 
State of Hawaii:  April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016

State/ County/                          
Subcounty Area

April 1, 2010 
resident 

population 
estimates 

base
July 1, 
2010

July 1, 
2011

July 1, 
2012

July 1, 
2013

July 1, 
2014

July 1, 
2015

July 1, 
2016

Hawaii 1,360,301  1,363,945 1,377,864 1,391,820 1,406,481 1,416,349 1,425,157 1,428,557 

    Hawaii County 185,079  185,339 186,933 188,765 191,147 193,885 196,156 198,449 
    Honolulu County 953,207  956,325 966,279 975,909 984,730 988,586 993,166 992,605 
        Urban Honolulu CDP 337,719  339,121 342,536 345,828 348,522 349,716 352,048 351,792 
        Balance of 
          Honolulu County 615,488  617,204 623,743 630,081 636,208 638,870 641,118 640,813 
    Kauai County 67,090  67,209 67,803 68,558 69,628 70,540 71,478 72,029 
    Maui County 1/ 154,925  155,072 156,849 158,588 160,976 163,338 164,357 165,474 

    1/ Including Kalawao County.  Kalawao County population estimates were 90 for April 1, 2010 population estimates
base through July 1, 2011;  89 for July 1, 2012 through July 1, 2014; and 88 for July 1, 2015 and  July 1, 2016.

Population Change for the State of Hawaii:  
April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016

State/ 
County/          
Subcounty 
Area  

% change 
7/1/2010 to 

7/1/2016

Average 
annual 
change 

7/1/2010 to 
7/1/2016

% change 
4/1/2010 

estimates 
base to 
7/1/2016

Average 
annual 
change 
4/1/2010 

estimates 
base to 
7/1/2016

Hawaii 4.7       0.8       5.0       0.8       
    

    Hawaii County 7.1       1.1       7.2       1.1       
    Honolulu County 3.8       0.6       4.1       0.7       
        Urban Honolulu CDP 3.7       0.6       4.2       0.7       
        Balance of  
          Honolulu County 3.8       0.6       4.1       0.6       
    Kauai County 7.2       1.2       7.4       1.1       
    Maui County 1/ 6.7       1.1       6.8       1.1       

Urban Honolulu CDP as a Share of Honolulu County:
April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016

County/                             
Subcounty Area

April 1, 2010 
resident 

population 
estimates 

base
July 1, 
2010

July 1, 
2011

July 1, 
2012

July 1, 
2013

July 1, 
2014

July 1, 
2015

July 1, 
2016

  Urban Honolulu CDP 35.4      35.5      35.4      35.4      35.4      35.4      35.4      35.4      

  Balance of 
    Honolulu County 64.6      64.5      64.6      64.6      64.6      64.6      64.6      64.6      

     Note:  The April 1, 2010 population estimate base are based on the 2010 Census and reflect changes to the
April 1, 2010 population due to the Count Question Resolution program and geographic program revisions. 
     Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division (May 25, 2017); and calculations by the Hawaii State Department
of Business, Economic Development & Tourism.


