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ACS Public Use Microdata Samples

DataFerrett

Hawaii

Jerry Wong
Data Dissemination Specialist

U.S. Census Bureau

Exercise 1

Accessing:

 2012 PUMS

 Foreign Born and Year of Entry

 Create a Recode for Year of Entry

 All PUMAS within Hawaii

 Create a Table

 Create a Formula
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www.census.gov

Open Data
Select Data Tools and Apps

Click Data Tools & Apps Main



11/2/2016

3

Scroll Down Page

Click on DataFerrett
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Launch Data Ferrett

CAUTION
Do Not Navigate Away or Close This Window While DataFerret is Loading
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Enter Your Email Address
Click Ok

Get Data Now
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Select a Dataset
click American Community Survey

Select American Community 
Survey

Open PUMS to view years

Select 2014

Click View Variables (drop down)
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Click Select All Topics and click Search Variables

A-Z for Name Column, Click on ‘Name’
scroll down to Nativity
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Select Nativity, hold control button down and select Year of Entry (YOEP)

Year of 
Entry 
YOEP

Select Nativity, hold control button down and select Year of Entry (YOEP) 
and click /Browse/Select Highlighted Variables (blue) Button

Year of Entry 
YOEP
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Check ‘Select’ ACS Nativity,
Highlight next variable ACS YOEP

Check ‘Select’ ACS YOEP
Deselect box for 1920 Not eligible – Born in US, Click OK
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You have added 2 variables for your DataBasket
Click OK

Note: 2 Variables selected in DataBasket
Double Click to Select Geography Variable

Click Browse/Select Highlighted Variable Button
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Select PUMA from types of geos available, highlight the PUMA code       
in the Hierarchies section and click ‘Use Hierarchy’

Select
PUMA

Hierarchies

Double click Hawaii from ‘Select State of current residence’, Highlight 
Hawaii in middle box and click ‘Next Level’
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Note:  ALL PUMAs in Hawaii are Listed.  Double Click Select All.  They will 
be added to the Selected Geographies Areas (right side box), Click Finish

Select All

Note: There are 3 variables in DataBasket
We will need to create a new variable (recode) to define just 2 categories of the 

year of entry – 1) before 2000 and 2) in 2000 or later. 
Click on Step2:  DataBasket/Download/Make A Table
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To recode Year of Entry, highlight YOEP and Click ‘Recode 
Variable’ from right side of screen
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Rename Recode1 to ‘Year of Entry Recode’ and highlight all of the 
categories from 1921 to 1999 and click Recode button below

Note: there are two categories for the new recoded variable:                  
RecodeValue1 and Not Elsewhere Classified

double click on ‘RecodeValue_1’ to change name to ‘Before 2000’          
(Make sure to hit the Enter Key).  
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Double Click on ‘Not Elsewhere Classified’ to change name to ‘2000 or 
Later’ (Make sure to hit the Enter Key). Finish by Clicking OK

Note: “Year of Entry Recode” now listed

Click Make a Table
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You Will Now Make A Nested Table Using the Variables
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Drag the Geog-101 PUMA to R2,C1

Drag Nativity variable to R1,C2
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Nest the “Year of Entry Recode” variable on the columns by dropping   
onto any of the nativity Labels

Click “GO Get Data”
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To Create a Formula: Click in the Gray column header of the next empty column 
(in this table it is column C11).  

Click in the Formula bar directly below ‘GO Get Data’ and type =comp(c10/c8*100)
Hit the Enter key 

We will now calculate the percentage of foreign born 2000 or later
To Create a Formula: Click in the Gray column header of the next empty column - C11

This will activate the formula box
Select COMP( ) 
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Enter Formula: c10/c8*100
Hit the Enter key or GO Get Data’

Percentage Calculated
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Click in the R1C11 cell to enter heading ‘% Entered Since 2000’

From File, Click ‘Save As’
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Name the table ‘Foreign Born Hawaii PUMAs’
Save as File Type: Ferrett Tabulation File OR

File type: Text Documents – Comma Delimited

You Can Save to Your Desktop
Save File as Text Documents – Comma Delimited (Excel)
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Foreign Born Hawaii PUMAS

Questions
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47

Data Dissemination Branch
Customer Liaison and Marketing Services Office

U.S. Census Bureau

(888) 806-6389  Toll Free

Jerry.B.Wong@census.gov

Resources:  Need Assistance?


